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* . 5 Pr 1ſaw eis [away 1 went to ib 


ſaid againſt the four Marks ſet down in the 
Short Meth * But the Title Page calling them 


the Marks of che Beaſt, and Charging the Deſign to be 
Popiſh and Wicked, 1 concluded is to be Grub-ftreet,: 


wrote by ſome Impotent Whigg or Diſſenter, in Spite | 


to the Author, rat her to. give him Ill e than to 


Anlwer bis Arguments. 
But when I had Read it over, Town i Confounded | 


heb I was filled with Horror and Amazement, to ſee: 


Chriſt our Lord not only Blaſphemed, — Ridiculed, 


and the Truth of His Facts and of the Goſpel, put ine 
« lower Claſs of Probability than the moſt Senſieſ Le- 


gends either of the Papiſts or the Heathens! Here the 


Cloven-Foot- appeared: Notorioully, and ſhewed out , 


whar © Quiver this envenomed Arrow came, euen of 


Rage ef Hell againſt. the Glory God Manifeſted 


vation of Mankind. 
And it gave me # Ae gere, ts 
ſee the Spirit of Infidelity let looſe among ſt: us, and 


late Tears appear Open and Bare-fac'd; and by 5 


Means to have made ſo 'many Proſelytes f Chri- 


ſtianity among ail Orders and Degrees of Low : 


| ſomuch, That it is become a Recommendation, 
Mart of Wit to be one of theſe Free- Thinkers; 55 
and all others are Loaded with the Contemptible . Name 
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wish great Expectarion, to ſee what con d he 


an Inveterate and Malicious Deiſt, filled with all the = 
in that Revelation PR to the Well a. es 5 
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__— - The PREFACE: ON 
of Pr eft-Ridden n Slaviſh';n t ir Undepſtanding- 
For theſe" Ends. this Detection was wrote... 2 
(Bleſſed be God). fo Foot and Mean, as to the R 
ing Part, that it muſt Confirm any Man of 5 
much more in the Truth Acctaint; of the Chriſtian 
Religion; to ſee hom Wretchedly Sly all thefe Efforts 
are which ate""made? againſt 7, Fr this Reaſon I 
thought to Neglect it, and let it Sink nder its own 
Weight of Nonſenſe and Contradiftion. But I was | 
told ks it had effect "with many, not only of the Un- 
thinking and Loweſt Size of Underſtandings, but with 
others of more Capacity, whoſe: Prejudice and Incli- 
nations made everything of this Sort "moſt Acceptable 
and Valuable to them. And that ſome had boaſted of 
it, not only as a very Shrewd but an Unanſwerable 
Piece; againſt Prieſt· craft and all the Fourb f Re- 
velation, to uſe their own ene, as _—_ have x 
ow it us in Print. 
This determined ms to Write an Anſtwer to the. De- 
. n. And in Thinking this Matter over again, I 
found there were other Marks or Evidences for Chri- 
ſtianity, very Marerial, beſides thoſe Four which I had. 
os down in the Short Method with che Deiſts. Nes 
tha theſe Four do not ſufficiently' Evince the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, and Diſtinguiſh'it' from any Falſe Facts 
ever were in the World: But there are other Evidences 
of Chriſtianity which no other Fact, how I rue ſotver,, 
either has had, or can haue. Theſe add to the Evidence, 
tho' not to the Truth of Chriſtianity. And it it Glo- 
rious to ſee this Fact of Chriſt Send Single in the ba- 
tion, with Evidence Peculiar to it ſelf Alone! 
25 have anſwered the Detection by the firft Four Marks 
| theſe are what we Undertook to Diſproue. 
- I have put that Anſwer: firſt by it ſelf, browſe 1 
won d not intermix'it with that Demonſtration of C 
Kianity which follows, and would be much interrageed, 5 
sf the Diſcowſe ſhould break off as frequently as th! An. 
fwering the Detection e rana * rer 
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—_ to the Demonſtration, wol d t firſt Sight 
overthrow all the.- poor. Sophiſms in the Detection; 
None of the Facts ht produces as 4 Diſproof of the firſt. 
Four Marks, having the leaſt Shadow or  Pretence 
of coming up to the Enidence of any of the other Marks; 
yet 1 being in bis View when he Wrote the De- 
tection, he might think he had gain d his Point againſt - 
the firſt four Marks, and ſo overthrown the Short 
Method; and put me to bring in freſh Succours for the. 
Support of Chriſtianity ;. But having demoſtrated the 
Truth of Chriſtianity by the firſt Four Marks, Ino 
by the Others ſhew the Glory of it; which, as the Sun, 
not only diſpels the Darkneſs of Error, but Obſcures all, 
Inferior Truths, that, lite the leſſer Lights of Moon 
and Stars, Diſappear at the Approach of this. Superior 
Light, and have no Glory, by reaſon of the Glory that 
And here I bring in the Jews, to let them ſee how far 
the Evidence of the Fact of Chriſt Outſhines that of their, | 
| Moles, who has no Share in the ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth 
Evidence here produced for Chtiſtianity; which has lite 
Wiſe all the Other that are or can be produced for Moſes 
(c 
I lave not made the Jew a Party in this Diſpute, her 
canſe indeed I could not find what to ſay for his Cauſe, ; | 
ſuppoſing my ſelf a jeu; which is the Method I take in 
| Repreſenting and Diſcuſſing the Opinion of my Ad- 
verſary, to ſay all. I can for it, as 1 were Reals my 
on Opinion. But in this \Caſe, it was not in my Power | © 
to put any tolerable Anſwer in the Mouth of @ Jew, un- 
| deſs I ſhould make him totally give up bis Cauſe 5, which 
in an Opponent would ſeem 4 Betraying it. Theres 
I have left it to themſelves, to ſay more on thir own. ber 
half than did Occurr to me, if they can find it aut j for 4 
think their Cauſe more Naked than even. that of the 
Deiſts, becauſe they muſt run counter to their omn Prinei 
Fles, and overthrow al} ghejr Foundations, in gg 
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1 MRT ACER 
| g t emſelues againſt Chriſtianity, which i TIO 


Bur in the Third Part of this\ Diſcourſe concerning. 
Private Judgment and Authority, I have introduced 
the Jew as 4 Speaker, becauſe though be has ſo very lit- 
tle to ſay aint the Evidence of Chriſtianity, upon 
the Foot of R Reaſon, or of the Prophecies concerning the 
Meſſiah in the Old. Teftaraent : Ter if we put the Proof 
of Chriſtianity, and the Truth of the Scriptures upon 
the Authority of the Church, as 7s done in the Church 
of Rome; there the Arguments of the Jew feem to me. 
Ifrefragable againſt this Foundation of Chriſtianity. 
And this is the cleareft Manner wherein I can ſhew'to a 
Sincere and Honeſt Roman Catholick he Prefu dice 
which his Church has done to Chriſtianity, thi 
New-Topick ſhe has taken up to Defend 17 elf 
gainſt the Reformation, of reſolving our Faith into 1. 
Authority of the Church, and denying us the Uſe of our 
Private. udgment, or the moſt Fragrant Proofs i in 7 the C 
World "again ſuch Authority! | 
But as J ſaid before to the Jew, ſo fo I do nom io the 
Roman-Catholick, That I habe made bis Cauſe my 
own, and argued for it all that is Poſſibly in my Power. 
But not to Tcl. him in from offering whatever © "furs - 
ther may Occurr to him in Defencc of his own Tenet; 
which I ſhall. be moſt Wi illing to hear, and Promiſe” to 
ts Conſider it as Impartially as I can. Becauſe it is for 
my own Sake, and I would not Pawn mySoul for my Party. 
Whoever is in earneſt with Religion, Sal wiſh all. 
the World of his Mind. And therefore as bt is Zeal- 
ous to Perſuade others, ſo he ought to be Patient in bea- 
ring che Contradiftion of 1h who Oppoſe themſelves 5 | 
Inſtructing them with Meekneſs, while they ſhew any 
1 mper. And when this meets on both Sicles, 
the} Chriftian Church may have hopes of Peace. 
" All I have deſired of the Roman Catholick in this 
Dieb, ts, To give us free Liberty of Reaſoning 
togerber, an not to 19, 4 have already determined * 
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1 Tie Þ K E FACE 


no more nor admit" any Argument againſt it; I will 
not Suffer any Diſpute concerning whatever the Church 
hes propoſed to me 'as of Faith! It is in wain. to offer 


* 


to Shew a Man any thing, till firſt you haue perſuaded 


him to open his Eyes. Tet I deſpair not, for Chriſt is che 
Abe the Rat or Wiſdom of God, and that Ray 
of it Communicated to us makes us Men and His I- 


mage, it 5s Part of ow Nature, and we cannot Dove 
our ſelves wholly of it; for we muſt make Uſe of our 
Reaſon, in finding out Arguments why we ſhould not 


make Uſe of it! And ſince Reaſon muſt be our In- 
ſtructor, why ſhould we Deny it to be our Guide? Why 


would we Exclude it in Religion, where we have the 


greateſt Occaſion for it, to See that me are not Miſled ? 


Muſt we be Sharpſighted in our Temporal Affairs, 
and C 


arried Blindfold as to our Eternal? Maſt we not 
Examine w 


ſtians? Or do we take up our Religion by Chance ? ac- 


cording to the Place where we were Born and Bred? And 


does not this befal moſt Men, by Stopping their Ears 
againſt Reaſon ? Does God admit us to Reaſon with 
Him? Come now and let us Reaſon to- a2" . 


1nd ſhall Man ſay to us, you are not Als | © 


lowed to avh us any Queſtions at all, bu \t 


vij 
ſelf upon the Authority F the Church, and will Hear 


we Believe in Chriſt, rather than in 
Mahomet? Why we are not Jews this Day, but Chri- 
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1 AN Account of the Occaſion of Writing e 
Hort Method with the Deiſts, Page 1 
fl. The Iſſue of it with ſome Deiſts, to find 
ſome falſe Fatt which had the Four Marks, p. 3 
III. The Iyftancer brought for this in the Detection, 
ibid. 1. Of Aſculapius being in a Serpent, ibid. 
2. The Apparition of "Caſtor and Pollux, p.4 3. Of 
 Sommonocodom, p. 5 4. Two Stories out of the Legends. 
The moſt Ridiculous of which he prefers to * 
Airacle wrought by Chrift or His Apoſtles, 7 
F. He brings in the Zubject of Government by Head 
and Shoulders, and Rages maſt Furiouſiy againſt the 
Clergy, 9 5. Of the Piad Piper at Hamel, 
p. 10 7. Of Prieſt-Craft in Perfection, p. 11 
8. He Foſtpones his Proofs for Chriſtianity, p. 12 
9. He tells in the Perſon of a Deiſt, how he could 
prove the Scriptures both Spurious and Incredible, ib. 
His. Buſineſs lately in Hollund, with Toland, "and 
Le Clerc, &. to find a ASS. "againſt Chrift, and 
 Thew the Apocryphal Books of the New Teſpement, | 
13. 
5 Sc. FA Clere's Arguments again the Method 
- with the Diets, p. 14 t. His Deſign is againſt 
Chriſtianity, ibid. 2. He too Argues from the 
52 Revolution, ibid. 3. His Words at large, from 
which the 0 has borrowed all his Argu- 
ments, ibid. 4. I put not the Iſſue of Chriſtiani- 
d upon the Fow Marks, p. 16. 5. Nor Reject 5 
Kronger Proofs, where they may be had, p. 1. 
. An Anſwer to his Argument from the Rejoicings _ 
of the Fews at Pharos, ibid. 7. From the Greek - - . 
7 and the Faſts of Ovid. p. 18 8. He 


owns © Oe was no Fir er of the ae of theſe 
| | Faſti z 2 wth 


4 


Ke ; yet yr there is. FOR "i hls Artes may be 


believed, p. 1 


10. He joins wich the Books 


"of the Weben They Commend each 6ther, ibid. 


tel, ibid. 2. His Five Proofs of Chriſti 
3. He . only from the Dor, wi 


V. The ObſerSator puts in bis Oar, 9.21 
„ He Vindicares the Derettion againſt che Shire * ; 
22 


"likewiſe Miſtakes, K oy 


VI. A Conrverlanion wihfome Diflenting ke 


1525 upon the moſt O_ "Topicks to prove Chri- 


0 A Teſt of the Feracity of the buli, 5 * 


"The Letter about gamer, n a 


15 H E e State of the REY! 3 
to the utmoſt that themſelves propoſe, 


p- 40. 5 Their Not ion of the Ate Scriptures, the 


lame as of the Legends, p. 42 
prove the Doctrines, p- 45 


3. The Falts 
Evidence: as 


to the Facts in the Holy 8 0 .2bid. 
I. They were ſock, of which Mens outward Senſis V 
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” A 


cou'd Judge, , | od. 


911 Done publicilyi in the Face of the World. ibi. 
. Perpetual , n in Memory of = 


«Iv. Which Commencd from cheTime ofthe ts 


V. The Bile a Law : as well as e . ; 
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» Wherein of the Various Lections, p. 52 
9 Ii. Prophecies of 'the Meſſiah, Nn opted p. 53 | 
I. He was the Expelt ation of Jews and Gentiles; 
Known by the Name of the Eaft,. p. 55 2. The 
Wiſe Alen coming from the Ea, p. 56 3. Of 
the Popiſh Legends, p. 57. Many things True 
which have not all theſe Evidences, ibid. 

J. The Truth of the Wiſe Men and the Star Vin- 
dicated, p. 58 6. Chalcidius ſpeaks of this Star, 
and makes theſe Wiſe Men to have been Chaldeaus. 

p 5 J. The Eaſtern Tradition of the King of the 
Jem, carried the Wiſe Men to Feruſalem, p.61 8. The 
ſame Tradition among the Romans, as likewiſe from 

the Sibyls, &c. That He was to come about that 
Time our Saviour was Born, p. 62 fi 
made the Senate Decree the Deſtruction of all the 
Children born that Year. And cauſed Inſurrections 
at Rome. Virgil Quotes this Prophecy, p. 64 
10. Of the Authority of the Sibyls, p. 67 11. A 
convincing Argument againſt the Jews, p. 68 
12. As Strong againſt the Deiſt. The Slaughter of 
the Children at Bethlehem was upon the ſame Deſign 
with the Decree of the Senate of Rome for deſtroy- 
ing their Children, ibid 13. The Impoſſh- 
bility of a Concert in this Matter p. 69 
14. Much more of all the different Ages ſince 4- 
dam, as to the Prophecies of the Meſſiah, p. 70 
15. This a Stronger Proof than what we See with our 
Eyes, ibid. | Prophecies of ſeveral Particulars 
in the Sufferings of the Meſſiah, p. 71 17. Pro- 
phecies of things yet to come, 2 inne 
Prophecies of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, p. 74 
19. And of the Falſe-Chrifts that ſhould come, p. 75 
20. And of the Propagation of the Goſpel, p. 76 

21. Why ſome Prophecies are very Expreſs, and 

other more Obſcure, p. 77 22. The Anſwers 
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of the Jews to the Prophecies of the Meſſiah, Of the 
. eter departing from Judah, and ſeveral _ 


P 


vi . off is PTY | p. 92 
1. Sacrifices, ibid. 2. The 3” Ta BENS. 


3. The great Expiatory Sacrifice, and. the Scape Goat. © 
p. 95, 4+ The Brazen Serpent, p. 96 .- 4 | 


na, ibid. 6. The Kock in the W; lderneſs, p 
1 The Pillar of F ire, And the Cloud of Glory in 1 * 
Temple, ibid. 8. The Sabbath, ibid. 9. Je- 
ruſalem wt Þ 


the Temple. By the Deſtruction of which 
the Sacrifices be Ter and nar bit: Prophecy was 


Fulfilled, ibid. 10. Which Shuts the Door a- 


gainſt any future Meſſiah. As alſo another Prophecy 
of Jeremiah, p- 99 11. A wonderful Prophecy 
of the Diſperſion and Preſervaticn of the Jews, p. 102 
12. No Meſſiah to come can Fulfill the Prophecies 
of Him, p. 126 The Excuſe of the Jews that 
the + of the Meſſiah is delayed for their Sins, 


13. Perſonal Types of Chriſt, Adain, | 


P. 1 | 
Enech = Elijah, Noah, Melchiſedec, Abraham, Iſaac, 


Jacob, Joſeph, Moſes, oſha,” Sampſon, David, Solo- 


mon, (Janus,) Jonah, The High-prieſk, p. 107 


* Theſe Types being Supported by the New Teſta- 


ment is à full Proof of them, p. 115 2. And 
more than any other Fact can now 3 p. 116 
3. And which grows Stronger every Day, inſtead 
of Decaying, +: 06-4247 
VIII. The Th and Saucer of the Pen-Men of 
of the Holy Scriptures, p. 11989 1. This a good 
Evidence, tho it mounted only to a Probability. ibid. 


2. It is Impoſſible they ſhould be deceived: them- 
ſelves, or Deceive others in the Facts they Rela- 


ted, ibid. 3. Their Enemies and Perſeourers did 


not Deny the Falls, nor the Apoſtates, p. 121 
4. The Providence that all Civil Governments were 
_ againſt Chriſtianity for the Firſt 300 Years, ibid. 


Theſe Evidences Compared with thoſe of, 


1. Judaiſm, before and fince chf, ibid. 
2: . ſh 122, 35 5 1. Thy : 
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WE.” S r N * 
. = The R apſody of the Alcoran ; "Aug Frous 
Failicieh of their Legends. . The 


"Majeſty and Heavenly Pollen of this Hoty Ats. 
7 The Alcorn Confeſſes to the H- 


. [ty Scriptures, p. 17 And Alabomet Prefers Chriſt 


to himſelf, p. 128 4. | Mabometi/m is Arianiſm 
"revived, with a Mixture of Judaiſm and Heatheniſm 3 : 


All which are given up by the "Deiſts, p. 129 5 | 


| 1. The Plea of Natural Religion ſet up p by Ss pals, © 
132 2 The Reaſonableneſs a Neee(firy of ” 


| aden, Dione by the Heathen. particularly 5 


Plato. With his Prophecy of Chriſt and his Suffering 
ibid. 3. All Nations were always Goverind b 
"Revelation, either real or pretended,, p. 134 
4. No Revelation ever gi ven by God to the World Lit 
Aero Chriſtianity. Of which all other Religions are 
but a Corruption, ibid. 5. Why ſo many Unbe- 
| elievers, tho the Evidence is ſo plain p. 135 
8. They would be thought Brutal, who ſhould 1 fi 
ny. things of far leſs Evidence, apd of no Concern, _ 
. p 137 7. The Caſe of Miracles Diſcuſs d, p. 140 
There is a Preparation of the Heart Nece! ary to 
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The Four Marks * the „a of W upon "Sh 
A © Short Method proceeds. 5 


1. That the Fa be ſuch, as that Mens Outward 
Senſes, their Eyes and Ears may Judge of itt. 
1. . That it it be done Publickly 1 in the Face of the 
'W o rd. F 
It. That not only publick Ae be Lone up. | 
in Memory of ie, but ſome outward Actions to be 
performed. . 

IV. That ſuch Sh and ſuch Aliens or 0h- 
hook es be Inſtituted, and do Commence from 2 


at the Tas was Seng: 
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V Short and E elle Met hod 
— the Deiſts, bears Date 
July 17th 1699. And was 

but two Sheets of Paper, be⸗ 
ing wrote for the Satisfaction 
of a Gentlewoman (tho it 
is addreſsd as to a Man) who had been ng 
ger d with the Arguments of Deiſim even to 
Diſtraction; for tho (as ſhe told me) ſhe N 
not come to be a downꝰ right D 


was not able to anſwer their 


"IS. 


had been o 3 her Fats, ot 
| gots: 2 — 
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voking Goa, While I pretended to Worſbip him. 


FLopy it in her own Han 


ſtill remains; and ſhe was able to keep her 


the Heathen Ge 


; "as 7, L. 9085 


15 and that 1 was üg 


to me to be 6 
This at laſt wrought ſo powerfully with her, 


that ſhe came to abſtain from all Prayers, 
en in private; nd was in a moſt deplora- 


; + Condition, owning that ſhe was 251 4 


tempted to deſtroy kier ſelf, which ſhe" \ 


afraid wou'd be the Iſſue. I found diſcourſing 


with her had but little Effect, for in that vio- 
lent Diſcompoſure, ſhe eu d not give Atten- 
tion, but wou d fall out into terrible Exclama- 
tions, and wiſhing her ſelf dead, or that ſne 
had never been born. I then wrote this Let- 
ter to her, free from all Intricacies, and ſuited” 
to her Capacity and — with her to 
thinking that wou d 
fix her Attention the more, and prevent thoſe 
wandering Thoughts which interrupted her 
Confideration of what was offer'd to her in 
Diſcourſe. And by the Bleſſing of God, this 
had the deſit d Effect, for ſhe came to Reaſon 
calmly, and at laſt was fully convine d, as ſhe 


Ground with the Meiſts by the Faun Marks, 
which none of the Stories they told her aof 
s, of Mabuamot, or the Le- 
pends, cou d come up to. Some had the Hin 
larl, ſome theStrond, and ſome the Thats, 
bu Fall ſtuck av the Fourth none of 8 
Pthe Four. "And it e her Perſwaſian 
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dend af ſoms others, to whom the ſhewed M 
Fettat, tigt I Mn prevails irh to let it ebe 
made publick.'2 And; it meeting with a fat 
voumble Receptiqn, I enlagged! it te feu: or 

nue Sheew'in the next dition, And c 

in the Caſe of the; Fews,! Which made a dar- 

| ger Volume. 20 Y EIT v1rte 6 306110) C2 =” +1 (1491 

_ 1,483 1 had ſeveral Conferences with ſome 

Veil upon the Argument. And the Ide 

Was, They were to find out ſome Fact that 

Was falſe which had all the fown Maris. And 

tho they nam dimiany, yet none was found 

that wou'd bear the Teſt. Nor coud they 
find any ſuppoſttitious Book which had theſe 
four Marks for its Veracity, ache Holy Scrip- 
tures have. Which commenced from the time 
they ſpeak of, and were written by the Adtors 
the Facts then relate, or hy Eye and Earn 

Witneſſes. And thus the Matter has ſtocd these 

13: Fears, till this erection is at laſt como 

out, and, like the Mountain ſo dong with 

Child, has brought forth 2 Mouſe! Pie” RO 

(UE): His Proof begin gt And/the:fiekt 

Inftange.is out of Linx, of 'a:Decred-imadeatt 

Name fot: one: Days Supplication toten“, 


Pius, to remove a Plagus that was in e City y! 


Then he quotes Very modern Authanz 
Freinſbemius, wilo tate a Subpitmenteo\Ljuy) 
and there iells ia ſaange Story lob. Serpnt 
that came into 4 Sup rat Epidaurug, and 35 
carry d to Rome, when being ard ig , 
inta an Iflande in the Zyurr, and wann more 
een. And they ſüppo ng che Deity.of Hi 
20H 8 „ culapius 


5 liter oh be wicke 1 Ser repent} and and that hho 
God had choſen this place for a Temple to 
be built to him, did accordingly build a Tem- 
ple in that Iſland for en 
Plague ceaſed. And he ſays Freinſbemius 
quotes ſeveral Authors for this. And ſo he 
might: No doubt a Story may be handed from 
one to another. But who was the original 
Author? And what Cauſe, of Knowledge had 
ne? Was he an Eye · Witheſs of it? Or did 
he dream it? Perhaps he had it from an old 
Woman in a Chimney- Corner, or out of 4 
Romance, or fram d it as ſuch himſelf. Vet 


he has the Confidence . fays 17 Thx: this has 


all the four Marl!!! 0er 
But ſuppoſe this Seer were trag what 
wou'd he make of it? Did — Ser ſpeak; 
and teach the World any Doctrine as ſent 
from God? Or was it to i the Miſſion 


of any Perſon who pretended to be ſent #1. 


think we need ſtay no longer with this. 


2. His next ib p. 19. Of two unknown 


young Men who charged on the Front of the 
Roman Horſe againſt the Latins. And tlie 
fame Night theytwo, or two ſuch like, were 


| ſeen at Rome, and told them the Larins were 


routed . And the Romans fancying theſe t 
be C tur and Pollux, built a Temple to them, 
and appointed a yearly Preceſſion in Memory: 
of the happy Concluſion of that War with the 


. 126 Thar: this is told by none 


ius, and the 


Dating. To! which: Ifay, 7, ABT \. 3 is 1 


8 or hoard near 5 
daga * . Here 


8 


yh, eee bk... A 
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th 
a, For it is not laid that th ! 
* nano , einne Dr 


blaſp 


he pure Faney of 
e Romans that theſe were Caſtor and Pol. 
ſe t WO Men 


2 Here is Usthing * 


ofe the Fact true; This was tidy 


* many Doctrine, or voueh the Miſſten 
of an) Pr 
If du ſay, That it was 4 Confirmation of 
the then Roman Tdolatry, that Cod ſufferd 


iet or Teacher as ſent from God. 


ſich” a wonderful thing to de done among 
them. It will not follow, for greater Won- 
ders than this Apparition (fppoſe" it true) were 
done by the Magicians in Egypt, and by 
rhe Devil when he brought down Fire upon 
Jobs Cattle. And this Apparition to the Ro. 


mans Was not out of the Power of the evil 


Spirits to perform, if Cod ſo permitted them. 
Of this ſee more in what is ſaid hereafter 
upon the Head of wp pe ah the Hſt Num. 75 


of this Book. en 151 


3. His next Mane i p: 2 A of uach 


now wotſhipp'd in Siam, where he dra ws amoſt | 
emous Parallel bet wixt him and Chriſt, as 
his Life. For 


to his Birth, and ſeveral Paſſages 
anſwer to this, Irefer you to che Letter hereunto 


annexed / from an ingenious Friend of mine; 
whom L dest red 10 ſearch for Father Tachard 


quoted for this Story in 


che DeredFion, inet having the Books, and 


not well able ar this Time to go about and 
lookiafter them. There you will find that 
the Siameſe do not reckon this Sommondeo- 
daun as the Founder of their Religion. That 
| B 3 they 


and teach the World any Doctrine as ſent 


E 
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God had choſen this Place for a Temple to 
be built to him, did accordingly build a Tem- 
ple in that Iſland for Aſtulapius, and the 
Plague ceaſed. And he ſays  Freinſhtmins 
quotes ſeveral Authors for this. And ſo he 


might: No doubt a Story may be handed from 


one to another. But who was the original 


Author? And what Cauſe of Knowledge had 


he? Was he an Eye · Witneſs of it? Or did 


he dream it? Perhaps he had it from an old 
Woman in a Chimney- Corner, or out of a 
Romance, or fram'd it as ſuch himſelf. Vet 
he has the Confidence to! nen this as 
all the four Marks! 140124 IPOL 
But ' ſuppoſe this Ds; were true, what 
wou'd he make of it? Did this Serpent ſpeak} ; 


from God? Ot was it to vouch the-Miſſion = 
of any Perſon who pretended to be ſent x 
ee we need ſtay no longer with this. 
His next is p. 19. Of two unknown 
* Men who charged on the Front of the 
Roman Horſe againſt the Latins. And the 
fame Night 'theyitwo, or two ſuch like, were 
ſeen at Nome, and told them the Latius were 
routeds. And the Romans! fancying theſe: to 
be CAſtur and Pollux, built a Temple to them, 
and appointed a yearly Proceſſion in Memory 
ol the happy Concluſion of that War with the 
Latin. To which I ſay, e 03.4.4 Lib 


- 0126 That- this bis told by none WHO Wert 


Eyre Wuneſſes, ee near the Time:? 
Idas 8 1 2. Here 


the DB | 8. 
2 ere is nothing but the pure Faney of 
the Romans that theſe were Caſtor and Pol. 
4. For it is nt ſaid that theſe ts Men 
3 18 1 2h e een 
poſe the Fact true; Phi - Boese 
aa many © Doctrine, or vouch" t ( 
of any P. e h 3 


Ik you ſay, That ic was 4 Confirmation © 5 


the then Roman Idélatty, that God ſuffer d 
ſich a wonderful thing to be done 5 
them It will not follow, for greater Won 
ders than this Apparition (cuppoſe! it true) were 
done by the Magicians in "Egypt, and” — 0 
tke Deva When lie brought down Fire up 
Jobs Cattle. And this Apparition to the yo 


mans Was not out of the Power of the eil 
Spirits to! perform, if Eo ſo permitted them. 
Of this ſee more in what is ſaid hereafter 
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of this Book. 50 9 | Fr" ST n 


3. His next Inſtance is * 25. of SVnhmnocon 


now wotſhipp'd in Siam, where he draws a moſt 


— Parallel betwixt him and Chriſt, as 
to his Birth, and ſeveral Paſſages ofhis Life. For 


anſwer tothis, Ircferyou'to che Lettethereutits 0 


atinexed from an ingenious Friend of mine; 
whom I deſires to ſcarch for Father Tathird 


and Mr. Gerais quoted for this Story in = 
the Detection, I not having the Books, and 
net well able ar this Time to go about and _ 
look after them. There you will find that 
the Siameſe do not reckon this Sommonsco- | 
dom as the Founder of their Religion. That * 


'* x *+ 
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they have of him was Written. That they. 
believe no Cod, but à continual Fixation 
and Tranſmigration of Souls from Eternity. 


That they have no certain Account, or Hiſ 
even of their own Kingdow.,or their Civil 


Affairs. In ſhort, That they are a moſt u- 


pid and brutal People. And for the; ;{enfleſs ; 

Stories they have of their Fammonocadom, 
Without the Appearance of Truth or any 
Foundation for them, you will ſee in the Let: 
ter. But from what they tell of Sammanoco 
dam, his being born of a Virgin, and foteed 
to fly when a young Child to another Coun 
try; from a King that would have  deſtrayid 
- him, and ſeveral other Paſlages of our Bleſſecd 
Saviour Life it is Apparent: that they have 
heard of the Goſpel, or that Chriſtianity 
was ſometime i in that County, tho it is ROW: 
Joſt among them, as in other Places. Put 
as to the Author of the Dete Jon, he is de: 
fir'd to tell us When that BoOk which: relates 
the Facts of Sammonocodom woes Written and 
who was the Author of it? Was he 4 Wis: 


neſs of the Facts? And has that Bock been 


extant ever ſince? Till he can anſwer theſs 
_ things, he gannot ſay it has the fuun Marte 
a4 our Bible has. But it ſnes What true Pains 
he has taken to bantet and xidicule Chriſtianir 
ty, in picking up Stories from every Corner, 
which Lo beat 72 Uſlaſt enen 
Wer . 1 101 Ob N , 41 


if To" 1981 0 J Ht a lie 
£ a 


7 
24 


5 
2 


tow, ofier wing Expettetion of the * 


Dec 


_ voteerning Semmonbcvdom, as: the 
mays, it ange that no Author in the vhübe 
Unlverſe ſhou'd make the leaſt Mention of 
5 co be born 1 Gn“ 'Ehtreforw till the Der 
vefdes the Sidn0ſe 4. who c mot anfwer 
for the Whale 


ö bw 24j/2 57: That his pn 


Univerſe, uus born about 400; (Tears before 
our Bleſſed Sav10ur. For this he quotes mant 
of kis Authors, It was a Stroke put in by 
We- — om nn ir a Parallel to 


— gt 
— tr 


. 5 te Ge not from the Holy Serip- 


tures only, but from the beſt of the heather 
Authors themſolves; from the Hbyls, and the 
ec: of the Senate of Rome, purſuant to 
them; and grounded the Time of our A4. 
viouns Coming, of a Few to be then horn, 
— be rewe . o tho owiigle 


— put ney; 'beſdfe | 
_ Chriſty \\ And if there was ſuch a/generaliED 
- Peltation of the'whble Univerſe at that Titvie 

Deltec 


ion of an univer fal Monarch 


produces his Voughers;: and others 


Id we muff look upon 
es 3 Authors on 
19 4 Brains 5 


* . — rde diſcoverdithe 
Wi - = Nonſenſe and Forgery of his Detection. And 


| * Ss Truth. ee ien enen, Na 4 UG 
wil TT He next comes to the Popiſh. Legends, 
If |) p. zo. and quotes onc E. M. who wrote a- 


wrought by Thomas Cantelupe Bil p of Here. 
Ford, And ſome after he was dead. The only 
one he names is, 5. 3 1. off C id who fell 

from a Bridge belonging to Conway Caſtle in 
Males, into the Ditch Twenty eight Foot 


Thomas Cuntelupe. Now I can tell him of 


fltom this E. M. p. 31, zz. How ethe Virgin 


Church before all the P 


? 
2 Buſh which Moſes 


fays of that of the Candle, itt is nn very di 


thinks was ſuch another Juggle] But, Sir, cou 
N juggle to make: ſix er * 


” ſhews queer it is for Lies to W ils - 


gainſt Dr. Srillingfleet, for ſome Miracles 


det the Bridge and was taken up dead, a6 Wa | 
ſuppoſed, hut recover d upon Prayers to St. 


2 Man who feſl from a much higher Place, 
and yet had no Hurt at all. Mas not that a 
greater Mirgele? But he goes on, and tells 


Mary appear d to a Biſhop of Hrrat with a 

© burning Wax Candle in her hin the great 

| And that:the 
Candle is ſtill:preſerved: there; and ſpends it 

yet loſes nothing. That is (ſays he) lie 
ſaw: bun, but nat ut 
all conſumed. Here you ſee the Man, andto 
what End he btings in all theſe Stories lie 
believes the one no more than the ather! He 


ficult Murter tu give amear.(rneſs how this | 
"Fuggle was contrived; And that of Maſes the 


| 


1 Water — the Rock before their Eycs to | 
quench / their Thirſt : Could Chriſt juggle to 
make five thouſand hungry Men believe he 
had filled all their Bellies with five Loves they 
ſaw in lis Hands and ewoiFiſbes ? That he had 
raiſed Lagarus aſter being four Days in the 
Grave? Can all: the Miracles of Moſes and or 
Chriſt be juggled off like that of the Wax: 
Candle? Yes, yousthink ſo, and fay; p. 38. 
WG; That Miracle) of Arratnot only 2 the 
four Nurse, but tranſcends any Marte that 
«was wrought by Christ, or his Apaſtles'? 5 
Can CREED Ears bear this Blaſdhemy 165 
0 thou full af ail. Subrilty and al Miſthief, 
thou Child of the Devil thou Enemy of all 
 Righteauſneſs; 1wilt: nom thou toy err 
beate Ways of tb Lor? 
This Elymas in the next olds falls a 
raging with all the. Maliceof Hell againſt thoſe 
who mat uſe of Revelation, that: is, of the 
rs nay gm nyc of Government, | 
deducing it from Go, as from the Original, 
——— his Authority, which is here calld 
enen, And he ſays, 4% They 
1 5 Principle (that 
* isi of Revelation) ee capable 
Nog e heartily: any} one of theſes _ 
** \Notions, muſt neceſſartiy fall at laſt ũnto the 
„ther.“ Andi have obſerv d on the other 
Hand, — 6 entertain- 


A ing 


ing 3 1 Nodiou! of all Poweredbeing 
in the People, and making he —— 
nal of GoventMmeary — 
will not: ſay neceſſarily, into the other of 
Dein, ſo that they are almoſt convertible 
Terms. For throwing off the Authority of 
. Go# as to Government, loads naturally to the 
lay ing it aſide in Religion too, if that may be 
call d Religion whichchas not God fox its Au- 
thor. And for my aſſerting the Authority 
God in both, he ſays, ama Papiſt, (ridicu- 
lous ) and have a miſcreated Underkatiding Ly 
And . 39. Theſe (Pftieſts) are the Dogs of 
Hell, that are let looſe from the Infernal 
Regions. Theſe arè the Marpies that defile 
. ©, with their filthy :oddious Gripes whatever 
<. way deſign d by Gα or Nurture, for tho Plek- 
ſures: Health, or Welfare of the pbor ſub. 
( jecte Thi is always the Burden of 
the Song, 7 theſe Preefts . And yoù ſee in 
what a handſome manner he treats them! 
And how they would be treated im 
if his Principles ſnould prevail And they have 
ſadly prevail dt Pray 'Godiſtop'tthe!iProgreſs, 
and raiſe Labourers chav Wild be faithful in his 
Vineyard; for the wild Boar of we fotreſt 
doth now voctt it up, — — 
Vines, and all that go byopluck off he | 
56. :Hereturns, v. 400 to — Inſtance 
pf a Falſſood 2 the Foam Murks, 


Which äs theknẽ⸗œ wn Story of the Piu Hiper 
at Hamel; hte piped au Hundted andithirty 
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luste Hill, Toh 0 of. which, A wide, Hole. 


Fo pane into which, they all went, and it cl 
ſed upon them again. But e 12 
be true or Flle, yet he cannot 17 i it has all the 
Fun for in the Relation Which h e 
1 down of it from Verſtegan, . it, is 75 5 
vrch That as ro.this, of the opening, of the 
Hill spd their 1 it, there 1s. but © 
Evidence, that is of a lame Boy. who lagge 
4 behind. This, wants the [econ 2 arks. 1 5 

Fact being done publickly in the Face, of t 
: World. And if he Boy lied, ih Was ültaken 
in a Fright, Gren is ag end o ehe Whole Sto⸗ 


is Tharit, it Was ; a Cheat, heix fore. aphe ſays 
Pr. 42. That the Prieſts had th he chiefeſt h Nh 
| e 8 ere not a We 
inleſs F takes 


1 Piper for a Prieſt. "Bug this ſfie 
ty end how ready 2 5 to. do, 


e bl 21.3 5 1 10 21 le 
10 5 


His laſt Inſtance is p. 80 er 5 1 
„ ge 1 


| 8 . 


6 ee all 'the. Four 


Marks. But he has had the Mortification ſince 


to {ce the Church of . vindicated, 8 
* * AT IH.) . E 5 
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as TOY tured upon himſelf and Partners. 
And to encreaſehis Torment, done 55 ape 
which makes the evil Spirit that poſſeſſes him, 
bis T ecth,” and 526k in his impotent Ma- g 
Ice, being now. overcome by une who ſhalt” 
mage him at thè laſt Day j 
8. Thefc are all the Tables bro; hi in the 
J-tefjon. to oyetthtbw the Rar Marks. 
which he calls, 5. 45. defiruere aliena, to con- 
füte theſe Proofs in Defence of Chriſtianity. 
But he promiſes, ponere noſtra, to give his Proofs 
for it, in another Work of his, ſoon (or never) 
to ſee the” Light. If he had intended it. he 


Ne 48 


Would have given u us ſome Specimen of it in 


his, wherehe fp ends much the greateſt Part of 
iis Book in bitter railing and moſt ſcurrilous 
Reflections, firſt upon my ſelf, and upon all 
Clergy and Prieſthood. Which 1 think not 
worth my while to anl wet. An 
9. He concludes with Perbnaring e Def; 
and telling what he would ſay, which he does 
very naturally, thus, p. 47. That he would 
r ſo far have entered into a niee and critical 
« Diſquiſition of the Matter; Weight, and 
ee Authentickneſs of the'Bobks of the Ola and 
& New Teſtament, as tõ Have rendered them 
« both ſpurious and incredible; and conſe- 
1 79 no competent Witneſſes of what 
3 they relate, either concerning Miracles or 
© any othet extraordinary Accounts, vor ſuper- 


ur 0 Oceutrences Contzined in revealed 


ee nod . 11 ras © 1 2 85 * A nt k 
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Thie! is the Work he has been larely about 
in Holland, with his Friend To/and; (who con- 
ſecrates the Sacrament for his Dog h) and other 
Freethinkers, of which I have ſeen an Account 


from good Hands. And they are in queſt of 


ſome fine old Manuſeript, which will prove 
that Jeſus was thirty Years in Egypt, and more 


_ $kill'd in all the Learning of that Country than 
Moſes. And that they both did their Miraclesby 
Magick. I remember an old 7e with whom 
Ihad frequent Converſation, after I had given 
him ole of theſe Books of the Dei and Jews, 

told me there was ſuch a Manuſcript concerning 


Jeſus being ſo long in Egypt, but that they durſt 5 


not produce it in a chriſtian Country. I ask d 


him if the Truth of that Manuſeript could be | 


vouched by the Four Marks, which their Ol 
and out Neu Teftament had? He aid, no, it 


could not ſtand that Teſt, but it might be true 


for all that. But this Author can eaſily ſupply 


the Defect, and make it bear the Four Marks, 
full as well as theſe Stories to which he applies 


them. And 1 would adviſe him, That when 
his Opus Palmare comes out, which he has 

concerted with Toland, Le Clerr, &c. in Aid of 
the Book of the Rights (abridg d and trauſla- 
ted into French be latter, With high Cöm- 
mendlations, in His Bibliotheque choifi) to de. 
telt the Apochryphal Books of the W Teſta- 


ment, (that is, of them all) he wou'd'takeeare 


to fortify his Vouchers: With the Four Marks, 
Which will be no difficult Task, in the ene 
by = done it to his Priefttrafs Fefe 
2 | A) 


IV.) When Py Shore: My | " 
Dal came fitſt ont, Ihad Verſes 92 e 
hideeus Blaſphemy, wherein our Lord Chrif 
Ger with diabolig Malice... 

I. But the firſt that appeared. in Print againſt 
* was Monſieur Le Clare beforementioned;rim 
his Bibliot haqus chriſty) in the Near 1796; fm. 
Viii. p. 394, 393. Where he treats me wWitha 
Haughtineſs and Contempt, 1. did Not. think 
worth Notice. Had he been a Friend to Chri- 
ſlianity, he would not have affronted a e 
for appearing on its behalf, cho his Perfor- 
mance had been weak ; but rather have en- 
couraged him, and kindly inform d him where- 
in he had come ſhort, and how. to have im- 
proved. He would have told him what other 
Topick had been more prepet for the Proof of 
Chriſtianity... And would not have run down 
this, withoutſhewing a better. Which he has 
not done, but refer d it do another time like 
the Author of the Detectim a. 
2. And, as others when they have notbitg | 
left to ſay, he throws. the Revolution at me: 
Can any good thing cous out of Nazareth?) He 
ſays J 105 wrote eaten and ſcandalous Diſ- 
courſes, but names none. So that he may fa- 
ther upon me what. he pleaſes, as others have 
done. And remember that this 8 150 1796. 
So tbat nothing laid N Charge ff a dae 


Fee e 1207) an 
. But now as to his cum ente as ain ibe 
Nerhod with the Deiſis the faireſt Way will 


Ni mem in His own Woods, en 
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Pour moi e part, 1 am in- 
« clinable to be 


« thinks there were ſome anniverſary; Niyes- 
« ſions in that Place, which being very much 
_  ©- frequented by the et who inhabited that 
Part of Alexandria which lay on the Se- 
« Coaſt, ſame People tenaciouſiy fond of the 
< Greek Verſion made others believe it was in 
„Memory of it that theſe Rejoicings Were 
e made in the Iſie of Pharos. Thoſe that 
e have read the Greek Mythologiſts, or even 


e Qmid's. Faſts,” have often obſerved, That 


« there were among the Pagans ſeveral Feſti - 
| 2 vals inſtituted in Memory of ſome Exents 


« which never happened, tho theſe, Feſtivals 


« were ſaid to bear date immediately from 
te them. Such Fables having once obtained 
Credit in Mens Minds, theſe Holidays were 
«. eſtabliſhed by Degrees, through the Artifice 

Jof the Priefts, who made their —— 


< tags; by them. And as 


<« were not committe 


be. of F FA Hedi Opinion, who = 


R roHiſtory, I in 2 Gene- Wy 


— any Di .of Cri 1 ap 1 ake chem f CD 


© ration or two. aſter, dhe Original of them 


<« was derived from the very Time When the 
© things that were thus commemorated 


te ſaid to have happened. This is an uſeful 


60 Obſetvation againſt ſome Perſons fuji, of 
blind Zeal, not x9; give it a warls f 

« and linie K üld in Fügory, who: make ue 
F ee * to Proye thg Th of 
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« Legends, Ur even of the Saen Hiſtory, 


which ſtands in no need of fach equivocal 
* Proofs that are as app licable to Fallſhood'as 
ee to Truth. There is 1 know not whom, 

d Who in compariſon of theſe deſpiſes the 
tc the ſtrongeſt Proofs of Chriſtianity, Tknow 
ec nor for what End, but᷑ I very much ſuſpect 


« jt can only be to eſtabliſi ſome deceitful 


4 Traditions, and put them upon the Level 
t vith the moſt authentick Doctrines of Chri- 
"Ms ſtianity, in order to make a Profit or Advan- 

<< tage by them. The ſeditious, ſcandalous, 

e and violent Writings of this Man cannot 
e allow me to have a better Opinion of him. 

< need not further characteriſe an Author 


« who ſeeks to gain a' Reputation by inſult- 
ing thoſe who would think it a'Blemiſh to 
< their OV; to lots THEM Time in anſwering 
cc him. 5 (11 3690). Ot. D016] TORY... 
I Will not pete to gels here whom he 
means that I have inſulted. For I will not 
degre(s. But here is the Full of the Argument . 
that is made uſe of in the Detection, which is 
nothing elſe but a Comment upon this Text. 
And now we ſee the Combination: 


4. Iam willing to have as mean an Opinion 2 


of my ſelf as Mr. Le Clerc, or the Detection 


would have me. And I put not tne Truth of 


. Chriſtianity upon the Iſſue of any TopickTcan 
make uſe of to demonſtrate it. No, God for- 


bid. Let Cod be true, but every Man à Liar. 


Bat T may be allowed to ſtand by*that Argu- 


meim Which has confirmed r me and 'othiets in 
bn 1 EY Sg 


de Truth of Clitidtaniey;” wy I bee fairly 
confuted, and ſome better no goth pow "oak 
F. And 1 'defire Mr. 7 at 


de and can produce a Bo 0 
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he charges upon me, That 1deſpiſe thi iro geſt 


Profs of Chriſtianity,” in compariſon of thoſe 


I have advanc'd. What other Proof have de 


ziſed > What other Proof has he named? And 


he ſhould have named that ſtronger Proof at 
the ſame time that he endeavoured to overthrow. 
this Proof, leſt having taken Men off from one 


. Foundation, and giving them no other to ſtand 


upon, he might leave them no Foundation at all, 
and ſo diſengage them quite from all Chtiſtiani. 


ty, and make them errant Deiſts. And there is 
more ' Suſpicion, by this Management, of this 


being the Deſign than of my endeavouring to 
introduce Popery or Paganiſm, by ſnewing ſich 
Proofs of Chriſtianity, as none of their Legends, 


of the one ſort or the other, can pretend = * 


Notwithſtanding all the Zeal Mr. Le Clere, or 

the Detection have ſhewed, to make the : | 

of Chriſt as fabulous as the other: 5 
6. Therefore, in Defence of Chtiſtianity 1 64 / 


will ſhew the Failings of Mr: Lis Clerc's Angus 


ment againſt it, and that by the Four Marks 
which he ſo much deſpiſes. Firſt then, the 
Fact of ſome Fews making others believe that 
the Rejoicings at Pharos was in Memory ofthe 


Greek Verſion, wants all the Marks, Unleſs | 


Mr. LeClerc can ſhew, That the Cree Vetſion 
was a Fact done publickly in the Face of th 


. 8 1 Time, 


: wroteat tho 


%. 


be Short Methid with 


*: 


Time, oF the Actors or Eye. Witneſſes, and 


containing the Inſtitution of theſe Rejoicings 


at Pharos, to be, perperumily kept up in Me- 
mory. of it. at 


7. Next, ax Le Greek Mythologiſts and = 
Faſt of Ovid, they are a plain Proof againſt 
tne Facts, and ſhew, That they were related 


not as Truths in Fact, but only to expreſs ſome 


— 


Mythology or Moral, by ſuch feigned Repre, 


ſentations, like that of «_Aſop's Fables, or Ro- 
mances wrote for the ſame Bud. nde 


Baut he ſays, That theſe Fables having once . 
ec obtained Credit in Mens Minds, theſe He- 
«. lidays were eſtabliſhed by Degrees, through 


« the Artifice-of the Prieſts; and as their Begin- ? 


ct nings were not committed to Hiſtory, in a 


00 Generation or two after, the Original of 

« them was derived from the very Time when 
4 the things that were thus commemorated | 
«were ſaid to have happened. ot. 


But does he not ſee, That the four Marks 


obviate all theſe Deluſions ?. Thcir HOGS: 25 
commemorative Inſtitutions came on by D 
grees. They did not commence from the Time 95 
the Facts were ſaid to have Wen wn 


8. In the next place, he wholly gives up the 


Cane. when he ſays, That their Begitinings 


were not committed to Hiſtory. For then 


there is no Book to be confronted with our 
Holy Bible, which was wrote at the Time when 
the Facts therein related were done, and the In- 


nen in Newer of them were then * . 


poſe ro diſtinguiſh: the Truth of our holy Scri 


ptures, and of the Facts therein related, from 
dhe heathen ot Popiſh Books of Legends. And 
tho Mr. Le Clerc upbraids me with my little | 
Skill in Hiſtory (herein I do not contend 
with him) yet he ſees I have conſidered the 
matter fo much, That he (with all his hiſtorical 
- Talents) can find no Inſtance of any fabulous 


pyy the very Agon of * Facts, that ie, by Me- | 
ſes and by Chriſt. And theſe four Marks were 
thought upon, eſpecially the Furth, on pur. 


Stories, which has all theſe four Marks. And 


beſides I can tell him, that we have in Hiſtory 
the Beginnings of the heathen: Feaſts, Cc. in 
Memory of their Gods, and by hom in- 
ſtituted, in after Times, and not by theſe 


Gods chamber e related by Wenn: 


neſſes. 8 71 3- 71H 
97. Vet he fays, many Seller theſe Fables. 
I doubt it not. It is no News to tell us, that 


falſe Stories may be impoſed upon People, and 
believed by them. Bur to diſtinguiſh theſe 


from true Facts, and to lead People into a juſt 


Method of thinking, in this moſt materia! 
Point, was my humble Endeavour in finding 


out theſe four Marks. Which (bleſſed be 


God) have yet ſtood their Ground againſt all 


the Attacks made upon them. 


10. 1 will take leave of Mr. Leder h a 


time, with ſhewing the good Correſpondence 


betwixt him and the Author of the Book of 


the Fr. ne No ſooner was that Book made 
"4a | C 2 . 
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Place in his Bibliot hequꝰ choiſiè, and tþ AC it 
might ſpread, he made an Epitome of it, and 


a 
. 


ov 2 
2 
« 


pubtick, but Mr. erer Wenn 


put it into French. With high Comments 
tions of it. In return to which; the Men' of / 
the-Rights tranſlated his Fren Ne into Engliſh, 


and publiſhed it in London, with all ae Re- | 


ſpects to Mr. Le Clerc, in a Preface. © 
And in the firſt Defence of the Rights, they 
forget not how much they owe: to Mr. LiCkre, 
and fay, $36] eee 5 E inen 
4 If the ws of Modely allow one to fa | 
ce that in his own Defence, which at t othet 
« times would be unpardonable, the Author | 


« of the Rights conſidering how buſy ſo ma- 


ce ny Pulpiteers, like the Crafts. men of Ephe- 
ct ſys, arc to ſtir up the People againſt him as 
« an Encmy to their Temple and Religion, 


« might be 'excus'd, if to take off the Edge of 


« the Envy, and to allay the Force of that Pre- 
« judice their utmoſt Clamours raiſe againſt 
« him; he mentions the Character that is given, 
« of it by a Clergyman celebrated over all the 
learned World, for his deep Penetration, ex- 
act judgment, and great Skill in Divinity: | 
But the greater the Character is that is given 
* and the greater the Perſon that gives it, the 
cc Jeſs he preſumes to mention it; and there- 
« fore ſhall only refer the Reader to Mr. Le 


Clerc Bibliotheque choifie, tom. x. part icu- 


4 kay p. 309. 341. 357. 1 
Thus 


— 
5 * * 


the DETSTS, eindieated. 
Thus 1 leave theſe Gentlemen in one ano- 
thet's Company; commending each other]! For 
their Endeavours were the ſame, to overthrow 
all Revealed Religion. In which Senſe the 
Book of the Rights may well be reckoned a- 
mong the Oppolers of the Short Method with 


the Deiſts, tho it ene not 1856 way of di- 
as nn 1 


1003; And now; ie cer not omit any 21 5 
the Opponents lhave had in this Cauſe of Chri- 
ſtianity ; I will laſtly name the Obſervator, 

who has put himſelf into the Number, in his 
= of the Ith of laſt Jane, Vol. ix. Num. 


619 Were firſt . cleith himſelf from vs. We 
ing he Author of the Detection, which he 
ſays, Was laid upon him. But he vouches for 
it, that it is no Atheiſtical Book. And brings 
this Argument, That ſome Divines have ſpoke 
with as muth Diſregard of the Arguments 
brought from the Sybilline Oracles. A decent 
Compariſon indeed, when the Diſpute: was 
concerning the Truth of the Holy Scriptures? = 
In ſhort, he condemns me, and ſays, I have 
botrayd the Cauſe, and muſt be a Papiſt, be- 
cauſe in all the' Jhorr Method I have nor ſaid, 
Chr And he con- 
2 has managed 3 
2 the he 14er N thinking that our 
< holy Religion is litrle beholden to ſuch 92 
* * Advocates ? EGNOS e 901 DIL © SUITE 
Fe * * 25 (2) * ; 
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(2.) But he has attempted that which Ni either 
Mr. Le Clerc, nor the Detection have e 


upon, that is, to give his Proofs for Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſince he likes not that of the Four An 


And his Proofs are theſe: Ig 

1. N atural Conſcience and Reaſon. And 
very man is is aſtble. Theh th 36k; a Pag an or 
a Deiſt, whence comes this Derr aten >? And 


they cannot tell. But the Scripture tells, by. 


WF 


the Fall of Adam; therefore the Scriptures 


mult be true, and a divine Revelation, becauſe _ 
they tell us that which we could nof have 
known without them. 


2. The Agrecableneſs of the! Dodrine to the | 


Nature of God, and exalting Morality. / 


3. Its being contrary to the corrupt Nature 


of Man, againſt Ungodlinels a aher 5 


Luſts, . 41 
4. That by this Way of Proof, it depends 
not on Philoſophy or Learning, and ſtands not 


upon human Teſtimony, or Authority. 


5. The cleat Evidence that the Pope is nt 1 
Chriſt, from 2 Thefſ. ii. 4. GM. 1 
As to the firſt, we find not Chriſtians e 
about Original Sin, and its Effects upon us. 


And 1 doubt a Deiſt would firſt deſire a Proof . 


of the Authority of the Scriptures, before he 


believ d that Relation of it Which they give. 


As to the ſecond and chird, the Moral Phi- 
loſophers would contend; for their Precepts of 
Virtue. * the Brachmans would- our. do 


WW mM" 
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you it in Mortification of the Fleſh, not to name 


4 rhe Papiſts, leaſt you thould call me ſuch.” 


And for the fourth, there is no way to ry | 


| the Truth of Facts, but what is human, or by 


Revelation. And you rejecting what is hu- 
man, conſequently muſt traſt ro Miracle for the 
Converſion ofa Deiſt. Unleſs your fifth Proof 
of Antichriſt will doit! 

(3.) Bur, Sir, you go altogether upon the 


E Doctrine, and negleck the Facts. Whereas 
Chriſt appcaled to "the Facts for a Proof of his 


Doctrine. Believe me for the works ſake. And 
if I had not done ſich works, ou had had no 
fin, tho Jou had not believed me. Joh. *. 2 25, 
375 1 „ T7... 

And as to the Doctrine, you 980 only upon | 


LY thar of Morality. Is Chriſtianity then nothing 


but Morality? Sir, you have not been ſo raught, 


if you are a right Presbyterian. 


The Chriſtian Faith is, to believe in Chrift 


as having made Satisfaction for our Sins, by 
his perfect Obedience, and the Sacrifice of him- / 


ſelf upon the Croſs. And how ſhall a Deiſt 
have this Faith, but by being convinced that 
Chriſt is this Saviour of the World? And how 
ſhall he know that, but by his Works teſtifying 


that he was ſent of God for this End? And be 8 


ſhall he be ſatisfy'd of the Truth of the Facts, 


but by ſuch human Evidence as 1 have given, 


and as all orher Facts are proved? Unleſs (as 1 
aid) you would have a Miracle to convince 


Fm doubt this Method has made man any 
Depts,” at leaſt has confirmed them. 


5 C4 on 


26 - The Short M et hol abs; 


(VL). Iremember ſoon after the. Short Me- 
| thod came out, ſome Diſſenting Preachers de- 
fired a Conference with me upon the Subject. 
And they treated me much more civilly than 
the Ob/ervator. They expreſſed a Liking of 


what I had done, but told me withal, that had 


omitted the ſtrongeſt Proof for Chriſtianity, 
I took it very kindly, - as J ought, and pray d 
them to tell i it me, that I might add it in the 
next Edition. They ſaid it was the Self-Evi- 
dence of the Scriptures, from the Dignity of 
the Matter, and Majeſty of the Stile, beyond 
any other Writing. I told them I was fully 
convinc'd of it in my own Mind, and found 
that Comfort and Exultation in reading them, 
| infinitely beyond any other Book or Writing 
in the World. And that I doubted not it 
would convince any who ſeriouſly attended to 
it. But that Thad to do with Deiſts who were 
Scoffers, and trampled theſe Pearls under their 
Feet. And 1 that ſome other Topick 
muſt be found out for them, to perſwade them 
by the plain Principles of Reaſon, to which 
only they appealed, and of which only indeed 
they were capable. For they had not yet ex- 
perienced, that That the ward of God is quick 
and 2 and ſbarper than any twa-edged 
ſword, piercing even te the dividing aſunder 
of foul and ſpirit, and. of the joints 775 mar- 
row, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts an 
intents of the, beart. Heb, iv. 12, 2 7 rea 
ra he Scriptures with Prejudice, and Minds 
npkeparcd, they Tet not Within themſelves, 


(av) Wo 85 8 


_ That the law of as jon end ict law, * 
converting the ſoul ; that the ſtatutes. of the 
Lord are right, and rejoice the heart; _ 
the commandment - of the Lord is pure, and 
giveth light unto the Eyes. Pſal. xix; 2, 
This appears only to thoſe who are gene 
exerciſed in the Holy Scriptures. | 
Then that Text was urged to me 1 Job. i | 
27. Tou need not that any man teach you, butt. 
as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things. 
1 Lanſwered, that this was ſpoke only to belie- 
vers; as it is ſaid, ver. 20. Te have anunttion 
From the: Holy One, and ye know all things. 
After which immediately follows, ver. 21. 7 
haue not written. unto you, becauſe ye know. 
not the truth, but becauſe ye knou it, &c. Sc. 
veral other Texts of the like Nature were 
quoted, but they were all found to terminate 
only in Believers. I then ſhewed how diffe- 
rently. St. Paul argued with the Athenians, 
AGF. xvii. 24, Oc. He took his Topicks from 
Providence and the Works of God, from Prin- 
ciples allowed by themſelves. But he quoted 
no Scripture to them, but he quoted Aratus, 
one of their own Poets, who ſaid, Me are 
the Offiſpring f God. Whence the Apoſtle 
reaſoned with them, That the Godhead 
could not be like the Images they made | 
of Gold, Silver, Os But he reafoned with 
the aug out of the Scriptures. One ſaid, 
he was ſatisfy d every one was convinced of 
the T ruth of the Scriptures who read them, 
tho * would not ae it, I told him I 
| Was 
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I will name but one, with which he fills 
Page 28. repeating it over and over again wi 
e e N . is. That both Uni- 
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was too well convinc'd there were Deils in 


the World. And 1 durſt not venture upon 
that Argument with them, to tell them I was 


ſure they did believe; in regard not only to 


what they would have thought of me; but of 


the Cauſe; for which I could produce no other 
Proof but what they knew to be utterly falſe! 


I will do that Juſtice to the Company I was in, 


That all, except this one old Man, did at Jaft 
agree with me, that ſuch en were not to 


be uſed with de 3 


(vn. ) L have now done whh ib . Dae, 
and all the Adverſaries J have heard of, who 
have appear'd in Print againſt the Short Me- 


thod with the Deiſts. And J hope its Force 


is not abated by all theſe Objections made to 


it. 


1 have quite overlosl d all the \nopbreſtibiibe : 
in the Detection, his Ribbaldry and Bllmgſ- 
gate againſt me, which has made my Anſwer 


to him ſo ſhort ; for by this I have cut off 
much the greateſt Part of his Book. He ſpends 
to the 14th Page upon theſe Topicks, before 


he comes to the Argument,” And interlards 
them often' afterwards, Wen has welrd his . 
Vexformance to ſuch a Bulk. | | 

But to give the Reader a Taſte what Streſs | 
is to be laid upon his moſt poſitive Aſſertions, 


X | 
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verſities of Oxford and Cambridge have * 
Collections for me. He ſays, 15 would prove 
it, © if it had not been as flagrant and noto- 
« rious as our Acts of Parliament, or publick 
c Proclamations.” Now is it not ſtrange, that 
what is ſo flagrant and notorious to all the na- 
tion (if this Gentleman's word may be taken) 
' ſhould not be known to the Perſon concern d? 
For I am very poſitive that he never receiv d 
any ſuch Collections, from both or either of 
the Uniyerſities. And I doubt not if Colle- 
ctions had been made, a Method would have 
been taken to have had them convey'd to him 
for whom they were intended. After this, I 
ſuppoſe no body will put me to diſprove wy 
Fr related by this NEE 
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r Have at your Deſire, 00k d! into Ba 1 
Accounts of the Kingdom of Siam, and 
compar'd what they relate of the pretended 
God Sommonocodom, with his Hiſtory, as de- 
liver'd by that truly pious and learned Adver- 
ſary of yours, who has fo ingeniouſly prov d 
you a Popiſb Miſſioner; tho' were his Logick 
orthodox, I think you ought as ſoon to be IE 
for one ofthe ancictitF/amins or modern 7. ala-. 
foins. Tis obvious I the moſt ſuperficial Rea- 
der, That that Fable muſt be either the Touad: 
tion ot Corruption of our Goſpel; and which 
of theſe is the moſt probable, may, by the Apr” 
plication of your Four Rules to each of them, 
be quickly diſcover d. As far therefore as 1 
can apprehend, the only Inference to be natu- 
HE rally 
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— drawn from this Syſtem of modern ba- 


tugueſe Miſſions; and that ſo pro 
_ pfavation of human Leaſon lands i 


gree. Among theſe I ſuppoſe, moſt People will 


a St. 1 Man d 1s 4 .: ; 
That the Goſpel was preach'd in the remoteſt 
Parts of the Eaſt, befote the French or Por- 
digious a De- 3. 
cat negd 
of being ouce m t. A willing 
to believe, that all the Particulars mentioned 
in the Ver ee Articles of the 
£9 them, 


zith, ei- 


as . or better Credit, and thoſe are L' Abbe 


Choiſy, who went as Aſſiſtant to Monſ. Chau- 
mont, the firſt Ambaſſador ſent by the French 
King to Siam, and Monſ. La Loubere,.w 

went afterwards thither, with the Charatier of 1% 
Envoy Extraordinary : Perhaps what is omitted 
in theſe may be found in Monſ. Gervaiſe, 


whoſe Book 1 have formerly read, but could 


not now procure. . I muſt however take no- 
tice, that our Hiſtorian has, as moſt Authors 2 
do, taken care to relate only what might ſetve 
to his own purpoſe, which was viſibly. no o. 
ther than to ground the Worſhip of Jeu 


_ Chriſt and that of Sommonocodom on the tame 


Degree of Probability; and therefore he has 
prudently omitted ſuch pretended Miracles of 
the latter, as could only ſerve to make the 
whole Story ridiculous to a ſuperlative De- 


rank 


Lg 


SOM? \ oo OM an - 
rank-the two, that follow, and: yet they em 
better able to bear the Teſt of your N. 
than any of the reſt. . once 

| dying of a; Paper Kite 2 Exerciſe not alto - 
gether unkno „„ the 
- Height: and Inequality of certain Trees to be 
a great L to his Pleaſure, upon which 
he commanded the tops of thoſe Trees to 
fall they inſtantly obey: d, Eipins 
of. Kites has been ever ſince a ſolemn Diver- 
ſion among the Siameſe; I mean thoſe of the 
greateſt Authority and Diſtinction; and to fa- 
vout them in it, the Trees continue ſtill " 
Another time Sommonacodom being upon an 
Expedition that requir'd Haſte, . took, a Stride 
from the Iſle of Ceylon to the Kingdom of Siam, = 
which are not above 120 Miles aſunder, nor 
much leſs, if our Maps are not very defective. 
Jo prove the truth of this, they ſhew jus the 
Print of both his Feet; that which is to be ſeen 


in Ceylon, is ſtill on the Top of an high Moun- 
. tain; that of Siam. is on a Rock now almoſt 
8 even with the Plain, the Mountain, once as 
6 high as the other, having ſunk under the migh- 
"Y ty Weight of the Deity. Tis indeed remark- 
is able, that this Print of the. Foot does nat 1 ſhew 
le it to have been above four or five times bigger 
28 than one of ours, which Diſproportion to ſo 


of large a Step, would be a ſufficient ground to 
he one of out Chriſtian Philoſophers to queſtion 
e- the Truth of the Fact; and even in Sam, where 
ill the 3 Wits are leſs 1 were 
nk =.” 


Veg not to A of 40 e Feat 
yet the King and all his Subjects, Clergy and 
Laity, paid it an extraordinary Veneration.. 
Such Inſtances as theſe may ſerve for à Tale of 
the Indian Penetration and Judgment iti Mar. 
ters of Religion; and they ae much of the ſame 
Pitch in Wiigt r relates to Arts and Sciences. | 
Their Hiſtories are all (either barren, or fill'd up 
with Adventures too'grofs'to'find Place in out 
Romances; Truth, Reaſon, and Nature,” rnd | 
what they mind leaſt, they think ſticking cloſe 
to any of them, to be a Mark of a ſeryile Ge- 
ius, that Vants Fertility and Invention. Their 
roving Imagination is continually employ d in 
queſt of Wonders, and when they've done, 
they Il aſſert, with the greateſt air of Conviction, 
the moſt extravagant Abſurdities. Thus one of 
the chief Miniſters of the King of Siam, being 
ſent by his Maſter to congratulate Monſ. (Hau. 
mont, the French Ambaſſador, upon his Ar- 
rival on their Coaſts, he preſently claim'd Ac- 
quaintance with him, putting him very ſeri- 
ouſly in mind, how, above a thouſand Years 
before, he had been ſent by the then King of 
France to conclude an Alliance with the Crown 
of Siam. The Mandarin did in this Comple- 
ment allude to the Tranſmigration of Souls, 
the firſt Principle of their Religion, which be- 
ing univerſally believ d, gives every one that 
pleaſes: an Opportunity of relating Whatever 


comes uppermoſt of the various Accidents 
Which 
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paſſed thro',. and you may eaſily. guels 


'twou'd be: very hatd to diſprove him, but in- 
deed they are generally too well bred to offer 


at it, and as ready to believe the wildeſt Chi- 
mera's of ovhers,: as they are to vent their own.” 
The Ta never fail to make their own. 


Advantage of this Diſpoſition, and by the fa- 
bulous Notions with which they fill the Peo- 
ples Brains, preſerye themſelves in great Cre- 


dit, their Perſons and Habitations being 
held yy inviolable, that even the boldeſt Ty- 


infringe their. Rights a remarkable Inſtance 
of which happen d in the laſt Age. The chief 
Miniſter of State, or as others ſay, a Prince 


of the Blood, having form d a Conſpiracy a- 


gainſt his Soveraign, broke into the Palace 
with arm'd Force, and oblig d the Unfortu- 
nate Monarch to fly for Shelter to a Neigh- 
bouring Convent of 7. alapoins, where he re- 
main d in perfect Safety, till the Uſurper had 
with much ado wheedled him out, and when 
he had done, got it declar'd in a great Con- 
vention of Mandarims, that he had; forfeited 
his Right by flying, and that his abandoning 
the Seat of the Empire was quiting the Gover- 
ment; in Conſequence of which Vote he 
. Repped: himſelf into the Throne. . 
Theſe general Obſervations on the Genius 
and Temper of the People may not be impro- 


N i yo ge a little, more particularly, to 
| $0 Sommo- 
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rants and Uſurpers have ſcrupled openly. to 2 


g 


ing 
r 


2 


Ceylon, by his lawful Qu 
Maria, and tell you that he had à thouſand 
Brothers, not born after the uſual Manner, 
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1 3 and his « Worthip, ſhow's ay 

Talapoin go about to perſwade me to adore 

him, 1 ſhou'd deſite ſome: more ſatisfadtory . 
Evidence of the Truth of that Doctrine than 

_ they uſually give. The Language in which i it 

__  bspreſerV'dis different from the vulgar Tongue, 


but they cannot inform us whether it ever was 


a living Language, nor where, nor when they 7 
 Jearnt it; the few Books they have, bear nei- 


ther Date nor Name: They are in the ſame 


Uncertainty as to their Civil Laws and Go- 
verment; Siam and Laos a neighbouring King- 
dom, derive their Origin mutually fror 


another. Neither do their moſt authentick 
Writings agree on the chief Circumſtances of 


the Birth, Life, and Death of their . 


Sometimes they make him Son to 4 King of 


but all ſprung out of the Impurities which ac- 
company d his Birth. At another time they 


will have him born of a Virgin, who living a 
retir'd Life in an impenetrable Forreſt, was du- 
the Beams of 


ring her Prayers impregnated by 
the Sun, and afterwandadloliver! 'd without Pain. 


They agree as little about the Place, which 
tome lay was on the Banks of a great Lake 
between iam and Camboya,” others in the 
Ille of Ceylon. After his Birth the Fortune - 


Tellers were conſulted by his Father King 
Net. to ROO "what the Fate of His Son 


wou 


— 


One 


een call'd Mania or 


— De is not pretended to be thes 


Their Scheme in ſhort is this: I 
tinual Tranſmigration of Souls frony one Bo 
dy into another, Beaſt, Fiſh, or Man- indiffe- 
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mond bes eg wit him 50 he. wou 


2 of the whole Univerſe, or if * Pa 


abandon the World, and bec 3 
Le he ſhou'd at laſt; atrive to the Ninew > 
degree of Felicity. And 
\blerve, contrary to what the Au 
1Or — the Detection is pleas d to aſſert, That 


Founder of the Siameſe Religion, ot the Int 
ituor of their Aſcetick Orders. They hold 
the one and the other to bes as angient as the 
World, that is eternal. For they have not W 
much as the; Notion of the firſt and ſupreme” . 
Being Which we call God, and warſhip as the 
Creator and ſoveraign Lord of all Things. 
is a con 


rently. The Soul that behayes it ſelf wellin 


one Station, meets its Reward. by being placd © 


next time in a better, and Sin is paniſh'd afger | 


the ame Method; yet all this is not ſappos'd | 


to happen thro the Will and Direction ofanyx 


coverrruling Providence, hut to proceed from 


a fatal Nceeſſity, or rather from the Nate 
and Eſſence of Virtue and Vice -a5:the Blame 
aſeends, and the Loadſtone attracts Iren. Bum 
when a Soul after the Revelutigg of many 
Ages, has in all its various Habitations, tr 
ſormd its Part ſo well, as to have acquind a 


fixd and unalterable. Habie of Virtus irh. 
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all further Attendance upon Matter, and 


thencefor ward enjoys an eternal Reſt) Witk⸗ 
out Care or Concern for what paſſes among 
Men. Of theſe perfect Souls they reckon i 
all but Fbur, of which Sommonocodom as 

the laſt, Who notwithſtanding his Incapacit7 
of doing Good or Hurt, is ſtill, ſay they, to 
be wotſhipp'd, till another, whom they daily 
expect, appeats, Such were the Gods iwhom 
| F allow'd, that he might avoid the 


Epieurt 
ſcandalous Name of Atheiſt, and whom he 


od have to be adord for nd other Reaſon = 
than the Excellency of their o-πỹƷ Nature. 


And t was perhaps from theſe Indians that the 
Stoicks bortow'd' their Notion of Virtue be- 


ing its own Re ward, tho by their Way of ex 
plaining it, they made it yet more abſurd. 
To return to our Story; Sommonocodom re- 
. folv'd to become a Talapoin, in which pious 
Undertaking he had for Companions ten 
Thouſand young Men, all Princes, all of his 
own Kindred. One of his firſt Acts of he- 

roick Virtue, was to pluck our both his Eyes, 


and then to kill his Wife and two Children, 


co ſatisfie the Hunger of ſome of his Diſciples: 
How: to reconcile this Action with their own 


Law; (which not content to condemn Mur- 


ther as the greateſt of Crimes, looks upon all 
Killing, even of a Beaſt, to be extremely 8 
ful) may perhaps be ſomewhat difficult; but 


this'Was not ee: ne * ſhed, for be- 
* ing 


| letter er kong 1 
— . of this World; and nage em 
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nsfornrd into a TERA he Kilrd * 
ſtrange Monſter, that was coming to devour 


à Whole City; but this coſt kim dear as We 


ſhall afterwards find. Seeing himſelf violent- 


ly perſecuted by his wicked Brother or Kinſ- 
man Thevetar (for Authors are not agreed 
how nearly they ſtood rclated) he began to 
examine his Conſcience, that he might diſco: 
ver what he had done to deſerve ſuch ill U. 


ſage; for tis in Siam a fundamental Docttine, 
that every Action good or bad, muſt neceſſa- 
rily meet with a proportionable Reward ; and 


he remembered that being once in his Cups, 


he had thrown a ſmall Stone at a Talaporn, 
and given him a flight Wound, for which he 


had been puniſh'd during four hundred nine 


ty nine Generations, and had beſides lain a 


conſiderable Time in Hell. I believe you may 
by this time be tird with ſuch a Rhapſody 
of Nonſenſc, and therefore 1 ſhall come to 4 


Concluſion of Sommonocodoms s Life. His 
Death is related in two. different Manners: : 


Some tell vou that having liv'd'to his cighty 


econd Year, he died of the Cholick, which 
he got by cating of Swinc's Fleſh, and this 


was: 4 Judgment upon him, for his Monkey 
N Trick in killing the Monſter mentjon'd be- 
fore, the Soul of that Monſter having deen 


ſince transfetrd into that very Swine; othiers 


fay he kilłd kimſelf, and charitably diſftribu- 


ted his own. Fleſh amongſt a Parcel of fave- 
N Beats. It is not, I think, bur Buſ nels 
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to examine \ which Tradition is nd 
ed, and for the Siameſe. they never: quarrel 
about the Matter... Let the Manner be what 


it will, they Place it five hundred and forty 


four Years. before the Birth of our Saviour, 


and from thence pretend to number their 


Years, But Monſieur La Lonbere, an Au- ; 


thor - of great Credit, Who concludes, upon 
very good Grounds there never was any ſuch 
Man in rerum natura, and Monſieur Caſini 
the famous Aſtronomer, are both of Opinion, 


that this can only be an arbitrary Epoch de- 


riy'd from ſome. remarkable Conjunction of | 
the Planets which happen'd at that time, and 
might have been  reckon'd a proper. Begin- 
ing for Aſtronomical Calculations. Whe- 
ther this Opinion be true or no, till the Sia- 


meſe can produce ſome Monuments or Re- 


cords, good or bad, civil or eccleſiaſtical, of 


what happen d among them, or any where 


elſe, during the Space of 1300 Vears from 


the pretended Death of their God, till the 


Foundation of their Monarchy, Which Was 
but about 900 Years. ago, 1 ſhall by the Be- 


nefit of your Rules preſerve my ſelf from em. : 
bracing their Religion. Cou'd. a Chaſm, of 
half that Time be found in our Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, I am apt to believe we ſhou d have 


but few Chriſtians, in ſo diſcerning an Age 


ds ours, I cannot take my Leave without 


putting you in Mind, to defire your Antago- 
. that after boning ſo  compleatly 3 / 
„ Und: 


S SOMMONOCODOM. 39 
liſh'd the Arguments with which you under- 
take to ſupport Chriſtianity, he wou'd at. 
length produce his own, and at the ſame 
time be pleas'd to tell us what the Uſe of Mi- 
racles ſhou'd be, for I have the Charity to 
believe him too much a Chriſtian: to deny 
there ever was, any ſuch thing, and too much 
a Philoſopher, not to admit of that eſtabliſh'd 
Axiom; Deus & Natura nihil agunt fruſtra. 
Had I the Honour of his Acquaintance, be- 
ing my ſelf a little inclin'd to Scepticiſm, I 
wou'd: adviſe him as a Friend not to betray. 
the ſame Diſingenuity in arguing againſt Re- 
velation, that he and others ſo often. com- 
plain of in thoſe who contend for it. Tam 
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CnnzisTIAN and a Dent. 


Wherein the Caſe of the Jews i is like- | 
VE - aſe "OY: OY oh: 


0 ) Cunzorran. * T is . you ſhow d 
ſand it out ſo againſt 


your on Happineſs, 


285 1 and: employ.) your -whole Wit and Skill to 
Work in your ſelf a Disbelief of any future 
Rewards or Puniſhments ; only that you may 


live caſie (as you think) in this World, and 
N your — — yet you cannot 
enjoy 


n | = 
* 


thoſe Thibgs chat are to 5'Tows: the Event of: 1 
which you pretend not to be ſure of: And * 
therefore are ſure of à Life full of Trouble 
that admits not of any Conſolation, and of a 
miſerable and wretched Death, ons e to 
the utmoſt that you your -ſelf propoſe! 
DEIST. How can you ſay that? When. 1 
propoſe to live without any Fear of thoſe 
Things. I fear not Hell, and I have br vi N 
ed the Expectation of r e becauſe'l e- 
lieve neither. n 200 -- 
„Oun. Ae you ſure where are 10 wach 5 
5 Things? e i Pinne 
DE. T nat! is a Negev, a 424 l 'prerend no 
to: prove. zin 101 fl Pia 
CR. Then you muſt remain in #Doubr 
| of it. And what a condition is it to die in 
this Doubt, when the Iſſue is eternal Miſery ! 
And this is the utmoſt, by your own Confelli- 
on, that you can propoſe to your ſelf. There. 
foré I call'd yours a Disbelief, rather than a 
Belief of any Thing. It is we Chriſtians vo 
believe, you Deiſte only disbelieve. ng 
And if the Event ſhou d prove as you wed: 
have it, and that we ſhou'd all be annihila- 
ted at our Death, we ſhou d be in as good * 
Condition as you. But on the other S 
if the Event ſhou d prove as we: expect it, then 
you are eternally miſerable, and we eternally 
happy. Therefore one wou'd think it the 
wi * to — our Side of the Queſtion. 
| NN 


call the Holy Scriptures: I may think they 
were wrote by pious: and good Men, who 


4% " «The Taub 7 


Eſpecially conſidering, that thoſe poor Plea- 


E for the Sake of which you determine 
your ſelves; againſt us, are but meer Amuſe- 


ments, and no real Enjoy ments. Nay, we 
had better be without them than have them, 
even as to this Life it ſelf. Is not Temperance 


and a healthful Conſtitution more pleaſant 


than thoſe Pains and Aches, ſick Head and 
Stomach, that are the inſepetable Compani- 
ons of Debauchery and Exceſs, beſides the 
clouding our Reaſon, and turning een in 


our Underſtanding ? 


Dx. We take pleaſure in them for they Time. 
Api mind not the Conſequences —— But 
Man cannot believe as he pleaſes. 
| fore notwithſtanding all the glori- 
ous and all the terrible Things you ſpeak of, 
it makes nothing to me, unleſs you can evi- 
dently prove them to be ſo. And you muſt 


ſtill leave me to judge for my ſelt, ae _ 
_ done all you can. N 


CR. What I have lad, is only. to diſpoſe 
ou to hear me impartially, and not to be 


you 
prejudiced; againſt your © own Les ooh 


m and hereaſter. A 1 


Abe Ds Well, Lakin, more + be: 
the Caſe is this; I believe a God as well as 
you. But for Revelation, and what you 


pure 2 this Method of * as 0 = 
1 


* 


— 
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Cbriſtianit ee 5 4 3 
God, Pe - his Name, as ſuppoſing that rhoſe 
good Thoughts came from Him, and that it 
vou d have: a greater Effect upon the People. 
And might couch their Morals under Hiſto— 
ries of Things ſuppos d to be done, as ſeveral 
of the wiſe Heathens Have taken this Courſe, 
in what they told of Jupiter and Fund, and 
the reſt of their Gods and Goddeſſes. But as 
to the Facts themſelves, I believe the one no 
more than the other. Or that all the Facts in 
Ovid's Metamorphoſes, or in &/ ſop's Hablos 
X were true. N 4 37 #1. 2 ies! PEELED S! 2 
CR. Vou from villies by. this-ropreſe ve 
a a reſpeaful eſteem and value for the holy Scrip- . 
tures, as being wrote by pious anq; good 
and with a good erg o refor the 
ners of Men. „ 250081: 2971 
But ee prawes direckly againſt 
| the; ; purpoſe for which you brought it. And 
makes the Pen- Men of the Scriptures to be 
far from good Men, to be not only Cheats 
and Impoſtors, but Blaſphemers and an Abo- 
mination before God. For ſuch theſe ſame 
Scriptures frequently call thoſe who preſume 
to ſpeak as from God, and in his Name, when 
he had not ſent them, and given them Autho- 
rity ſo to do. And the Law in the Scriptures 
condemss ſuch to be ſton d to Death as ward 
phemers, 185 Fi r 
It was not ſo hb the — 8 Mo- 
raliſts did not uſe the Style of Thus: ſaith the 
Lord. And their ** and 
wrote 
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| 2 — — — her hich of . 
| cool reaſon veſt,” they pretended to no more. 


Aud for the Facts of the Fables of their 
Gods, themſelves did not believe them, and 


have wrote the Mytliology'"« or nee that 
was iaended br enn 


Dx. But many of the common a People did 
beſineds the Facts themſelves. ' As it is with 


the common People now in the Church of 


Rome, who believe the moſt ſenſleſs and ri- 
diculous Stories in their Books of Legends to 
be as true as the Goſpel.  Tho' the more wiſe 


among them call them only pious Frauds to 


encreaſe tj; Devotion of the People. And 
ſo we thin of your Goſpel it ſelf and all the 
other Books you ſay were wrote by Men di- 

vinely inſpir'd. We will let you keep them 
to cajole the Mob, but when you woud 


impoſe them upon Men of Senſe, we m uſt 
| come to the Teſt with you. . 52 5 perk | : 


- Cur. That is what I deſire," aaa to ſee 
eta are no more Evidences to be 
given for the Truth of Chriſtianity, that is, 
of the Holy Scriptures; than are given for the 


Legends, and all the fabulous Stories of the 


Heathen Godt. And if ſe, Iwill give up my 

Argument, and [confeſs that it is not n 

Power to convince ou. 
DE. I cannot refuſe to join- Tue with you | 


_ this? To begin then, 1 deſire to MO 


15 Feng 0 r your 


your'Evidences for thi! Truthi-6f 'your'Serip- 
tures and the Facts therein related. n e 
11400 37 a ONOTHT HMI 
6% CA. If the Truth of the Bock and 
; ads Facts therein related be proved,” F ſuppoſe 
” will not deny the Doctrines to be true. 
DE. No. For if I faw ſuch Miracles with 
my Eyes as are ſaid to have been done 
Moſes and Chriſt, I cou d not think of any 
greater Proof to be given, that ſuch an one 
Was ſent of God. Therefore if your Bible be 
true as to the Facts, I muſt believe it in the 
Doctrine too. But chere are other Books 
which pretend to give us-Revglations from 
God, and we e know which of theſe is 
True. 13 Ms JU $305 
—CHR To diſtinguiſh 18 Book from all 
; others which pretend to give Revelations from 
God, theſe; four Marks or Rules were ſet down. 
I. That the Facts related be ſuch of which 
Mens outward Sunn their Eyes and e 
may judge. e CUT? „ 
This cuts off Enchuſiflica Pretctices to Re- 
velation and Opinions which may be propa- 
gated in the Dark, and like the. Tares not 
agen till they are grown up, and the fuſt 
inning! of them not diſcover d.) 
II. That theſe Facts de dode bends n the 
Face of the —— E 


4 - = P 7 


<A, 
we 


- wrote his five Books containing his 


a 5 Ar h 1 of. we \ 5) . . 
rpetually kept up in Memory 


nnr 


IV. That theſe Inſtitutions to be chime 


mould commence from the Time that he 
Facts were done. And, conſequently: that the. 


Book wherein theſe Facts and Inſtitutions are 

recorded, ſhould be written at the Time, and 
by thoſe who did the Facts, or by Bye and 
Ear - Witneſſes. For that is included; in this 
Mark, and is the main Part of it; to prevent 
falſe Stories being coin'd in after. Ages of 


Things done many hundred Vears before, 


which none alive can diſprove. Thus: det 


and Inſtitutions. And thoſe of Chriſ were 
wrote by his Diſciples, who were Eye and 
Ear-Witneſſes of what they related. And par- 
ticular Care was taken of this, as you maß 


ſee, Act. i. 21, 22. upon chuſing one to ſup- - 


ply the Place of Judas, Wherefore of theſe 
Men which have company d with us, ali the 
time that the Lord Jeſus wen? in and out 


among ut, beginning from the Baptiſm of ¼ 
Joko, nl until that ſame Day that be was by: ty 
te le 


from us, muſt one be ordamed 
Wan with us of his a And 
St. Zobn begins his firſt Epiſi/e thus, That 
which was from the Beginning, which we 
have heard, which we > we en with our 
Eyes, which de have looked upon, and our 
Hands. have handled — That which we 
ten and heard declare we unto you. 
1 


— 
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ws Author of the Detection, either wilfully 


or ignorantly, ſeems not to underſtand it. 


And this alone overthrows. all the Stories ha 


has told, which he wou d make parallel to 


the Facts of Moſes, and of Chriſt; and theres 
fore alledges that they have all theſe. four 
Marks. But he muſt begin again, and own 


that theſe four Marks ſtill ſtand an irrefraga · 
ble Proof of the Truth of any Fact which 
has them all;. till he can produce a Book which 
Vitneſſes of © 
the Facts it relates; and ſhew that ſuch rags 


was wrote by. the Actors or Eye- 


having the other three Marks, have been de 


tected to be falſe. Which when he can do, 
J vill give him up theſe four Marks as an in- 
ſufficient Proof, and own I was miſtaken in 
them. But hitherto they have ſtood the Teſt. 


For he himſelf will not ſay, he has n 
ced any ſuch Book in all his Detection. 


he had led them through the 8 


7 in the man 


ner related in Exodus, if it had not been true? | 
If he cou d, it wou'd have been a greater Mi- 
racle than the other. The like of * be- | 


b * forty. nnn 
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If he ſays, that Facts may be true, tho no 

| ſuch Book can be produced for them, and tho 
they have not all the aforeſaid Marks. I will 

£caſily grant it, But all I contend for is, that 

Whatever Fact has all theſe four Marks, can- 
not be falſe. For example, cou d Maſes have 

perſwaded Six Hundred Thouſand Men that 
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| esd; by -Mundl tained lt og them am 
Heaven. "The like of "Chriſt's Feeding five 
Thouſand at a Time with five Lospes And 
ſo of all the reſt. The two firſt Marks ſecure 
from any Cheat ot Impoſturc at the Time the 
Facts were done. And the two laſt Marks fe: 
cure equally from any Impoſition i in after Ages, 
becauſe this Book whick relates theſe Fakts, 
ſpeaks of it ſelf as Written at that Time, by 
the Actors or E ye-Witneſſes; and ag com. 
manded by God to be carefully kept and pre- 


5 ſerved to all Generations, and read publickly 


to all the People, at ſtated Times, as is com: 


manded, Deut. xxxi. 10, 11, 12. And Was 75 


practiſed, Joſb. viii. 34, 35. Ne. Vit. 


Book were to be perpetually obſerved from 
the Day of the hiſtitution for ever among theſe 
People, in Memory of the Facts, as the Pafſ- 


over, 'Exod.-xii; and fo of che reſt. Now 
ſuppoſe this Book to have been forged. a'Thou- 
ſand Years after Moſes, 'wou'd not every one 


ſay when it” firſt appeared, we never heard of 
this Book before, We know of no ſuch Inſti- 
tutions, as of a Paſſover, or Circumciſion, or 


Sabbaths, and the many Feaſts and Faſts there- . 
in appointed, of a Tribe of Levi, and a Ta- 
| bernacle wherein they were to ſerve in ſuch 


an Order of Prieſthood, Sc. Therefore this 


Book muſt be an errant Forgery, for it wants 
all thoſe Marks it gives of it (elf, as to its 


own — and of thoſe 1 | 


5831 
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Oc. And the Inſtitutions appointed in this 
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Other Marks, ſome of Which no Fact, howe- ' 


aaa a. Locks, Le ako) 
World boys . Book ſo circuniſtantiated, 
that was a Forgery, and paſs d as Truth upon 
any People. I think it impoſſible; and there 
fore that the four Marks are ſtill an invincible 
Proof of the Truth of that Book and thoſe 
Facts wherein all theſe Marks do meet. 
But ſince I am come upon this Subject Ain 
Iwill endeavour to improve it, and give four 


ver true, ever had, or can have, but the Fact 
of Chriſt alone. Thus while I ſupport! the 
Fact of Moſes; I'ſer that of Chriſt above him, 
as the Lord is above the Servant. And the 
Fews being herein principally concerned; 1 
will conſider their Caſe likewiſe as we g a- 
long. Therefore I add this fifth Mark as pe- 
culiar to our Bible, and to diſtinguiſh i it from 
all other. TOs. wages en oh ae Ont ” 
| done. © PEE 


G. ) That the Book 5 0 5 kelus the e, 2 
contain likewiſe the Law of that People to 
whom it belongs, and be their Stature-Book 
by which their Cauſes are determind. This 
will make it impoſſible for any to coin or forge 
ſuch a Book, ſo as to make it paſs upon any 
People. For example, if I ſhould forge : a Sta- 
tute· Book for England, and publiſh it next 
Term, could 1 make all the Judges, Lawyers, 
and People believe, that this was their true and 
_ Starute-Book by whicl ** 
o * been 
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Paſt}, Ther n 
and believe that this new Book, which theß 
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be eh * ® 


ed theſe many 1 . 
forget their old Statute· Hook 


never. ſaw. or heard of before, was that ſame 


old Book which has been pleaded in /Veſtmin- = 
ſter- Hall, for ſo many Ages, which has been 


ſo often printed, and the Originals of which 


are now kept in the Tower, to be conſulted as 


there is occaſion. 

Ds. Igrantthatto be impoſſible. But how 
do you apply it?: 

Enn. It is evident as to the Books of Moſes, 
which are not only a Hiſtory of the Fetus, but 
their very Statute-Book, wherein their Muni- 
cipal Law, as well Civil as Jipgelaftical, was 
contained. IS 19 175 

DE. This is — indeed: as to 8 of 72 i 


ſes, to which they always appealed ; To the 


Law and to the Teſtimony. And they had no 


other Statute-Book. But this will not agree to 
your Goſpel, which is no municipal Law, nor 


any. Civil Law at all, and no Civil Cauſes were 


tryed by it. 


CHR. The Law was given to * Jews,.. as a 
diſtin and ſeparate People from all. other Na- 
tions upon the Earth. And therefore was a 


Municipal Law particularly for that Nation 
only of the Fews. But Chriſtianity was to 
extend to all the Nations of the Earth. And 


Chriſtians were to be gather d out of all Na- 


* 


tions, and therefore the Goſpel could not be a 2 


icipal * as to Civil * to all Na- 
| | tions, 


* 


1 demon 31 
tions, wha had eachtheir own ORE” Tas. 


This could not be without deſtroying all the 


Municipal Laws in the World, of every Nation 
e And then none could be a Chri- 
ſtian, without at the ſame time becoming a Re- 


bel to the Government where he lived. This 
would have been for Chriſt. to have immedi- 
ind Temporal King 

of alt the World, as the Jets expected of their 


atcly ſet up for Univerſal an 
| Meſſiah, and thereforc would have made Chriſt 


a King, But he inſtructed them in the ſpiritual 


Nature of his Kingdom, that it was not of this 
World, nor did reſpect their temporal or civil 


Matters. Which therefore he left in the ſame 


State he found them, and commanded their 


Obedience to their Civil Governours, tho Hea- 
then, not only for Wrath, but alſo for Con- 
ſcience, Sake. And as to the Law of Moſes, 
he left the Fews ſtill under it, as to theif ci- 


vil Concerns, ſo far as the Romans, under 


w whole Subjection they then were, would pet : 
mit them. As Pilate ſaid to them, Je har 
a4 Lau; and Judge Ye os ANTEC Lhe yr | 


Law. Lf 2 2.23 
But the Goſp cl was given a8 the Spiritaat 


and Eccleſiaſtical Law to the Church whither · 


ſoever diſperſed through all Nations; for that 


did not interfere with their Temporal Laws; 
as to Civil Government. And in this theffth. 
Mark is made ſtronger to the Goſpel, than 


eyen to the Law. For it is eaſiet to ſuppoſt 
975 e might creep i the Maner 
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pal Law of a particular Nation, tha that all 
the Nations whither Chriſtianity is ſpread 
ſhould conſpire in the Corruption of the Go- 
ſpel, which to all Chriſtians is of infinitely 

reater Concern than their temporal Laws. 


And without ſuch a Concert of all Chriſtian / 


Nations and People ſuppoſed, no ſuch Forge- 
ry could paſs undiſcover'd in the Goſpel, which 


15 ſpread as far as ym af and read Bay 


in their publick Offices. 
D k. But I ſay it is diſcoyerd, as appears by 
the Multitade of your Various Tottions. E 
CHR. That cannot be called a Forgery ; it 
is nothing but ſuch Miſtakes as may very eaſi- 
ly happen, and are almoſt unavoidable, in ſo 
many Copies as have been made of the Go- 
ſpel, before Printing was known. And con- 
ſidering the many Tranſlations of it into ſeye- 


ral Languages, where the Idioms are different, 


and Phraſes may be miſtaken, together with 
the natural Slips of Amanuenſes, it is much 
more wonderful, that there are no more 
Various Lections, than that there are ſo many. 
But in this appears the great Providence of 
God in the care the Chriſtiant took of this, 
that they have marked every the leaſt Various 
Lection, even Hllabical: And that among all 
theſe there is not found one which takes: any 


Alteration either in the Facts, or in the Do- 
ctrines. So that inſtead of an Objection, this 


becomes a ſtrong Confirmation of the Truth 
2 * of the het: Which fta aint 
thus 


— eme . 
thus perfectly clear of ſo much as any doubt 
ee N Facts or the DoQriges EONS 2 
related. 5 = 
But 1 will aw? dee to a :Rronges evi- 
dende than even this, and all that has been 
ſaid before; which 1 have made the th 
_ and WA is the mene ws 1 J 


i) The; great Fact of Cbriſes coming in- 


to the. World was propheſy d of in the O- 15 


Teſtament from the Beginning to the End, as 
it is ſaid Luk. i. 70. By all the holy n 
which haue been ſince the world began. 
This Evidence no other Fact ever had. For | 
N was no Prophecy of Moſes, but Moſes 
_ himſelf did propheſy of Chriſt, Deut. xvii _ 
15. (apply'd Ack. iii. 22, 23, 24.) and ſets 
down Re ſeveral Promiſes given of him. The 
firſt was to Adam, immediately after the Fall, 
Gen. iii. 15. Where he is call'd the Seed of 
the Woman, but not of the Man, becauſe he 
was to have no Man for his Father, tho he 
had a Woman to his Mother. And of none 
other can this be ſaid, nor that he ſhoud 
bruiſe the ſerpents head, that- i overcame rhe 
Devil and all 1 is Power.': 1) | 
He was again promis d to ben as you 
may ſee Cen. xii, EQ xvili, 18. See this apply d 
Gat. $i. 16 
+ Facob did expreſſly dee of him; withy 
Mark of the Time when he ſhou'd come, and 
calls him Shiloh,” or He that ee: Xo foe ; 
Beſs Xlix. 1. 6 5 


E 5 in Fat | "Be: 


54 
eue e ”y nim e th Name 
of the A of Jacob, and Zar of Aral 
Num. xxiv. 17, | 
Daniel calls him the 192 the Hase. : 
| Mud tells the Time of his er and _ his 
Ie Dx. 295; 26117: : | 
It was foretold that he thou'd be e of 
a Virgin, 1/a. vii. 14. In the City of Betb- 
lehem, dp v. 2. Of the Seed of 'Fe//e, 
Iii; xi. 1. 10. His low Eſtate and Sufferings 
are e, deſerib'd, Pſal. xxii. and ai. 
liii. And his Reſurrection, Pſal. xvi. 10. That 
he fhow'd fir upon the Throne of Dauid for 
ever, and be cala, Wonderful, ' the Mighty 
Goa, the Prince of Peace, Iſai. ix. 6, 7. 
| The Lord our Righteouſneſs; Jer. xxxiii. 1 6. 
7 chovah Tjidkeny. (an incommunicable N ame 
given to none but the Great G alone) And 
Immanuel, that is, Cod uit us, Iſai. vii. 14. 
And David whoſe Son he was, according to 
the Fleſh, called him his Lord, Pſal. cx. 1. 
The Cauſe of his Sufferings is ſaid to be 
for the Sins of the People, and not Tor: Him: 
ſelf, Tai. liii. 4, 5; 6. Dan. ix. 26. 
And as to the Time of his Done it is 
expreſſly ſaid, (to the Confuſion of the Jews 
now) That it was to be before the Speprer 
ſhou'd depart from Judah, Gen. xlix. 10. In 
the ſecond T. emple, Hag. ii. 7, 9. Within 5 
18 Weeks of the Building of it, Dan. 
Iz, 24, that is, (according to the prophetical 
know Stile of a Day for a Year) within our 
hundred and nincty Yeats after, 0 ) 
I: 


told From ory ang. many more | Prophecies | 
of the Meſſiah or Chriſt, his Coming was the 
| general Expectation of the eus from the Be- 

ginning, but more eſpecially about the Time 


in which it was foretold he ſhou dcame when 


ſeveral falſe Meſſiabs, 110 appear among them. 
And this Expectation ſtill remains with them, 
tho they confeſs that the Time foreiold by 
all the Prophets for his Coming, DE 
But what I haye:next to offer will be more 
ſtrange to you: You may ſay it Was natural 
for the Jeus to expect their Meſſab, who 
Was propheſy d of in their Book o the Law, 5 
and was to be a Fete, and King of all the 
Earth. But what had the Gentiles to do With 
this? There were no Prophecies to them. 
Therefore what J have to ſhew you is, That 
r thele. Prophecies, of the Mæſſiab were like- 
wiſe to the Gentilecg. For it is ſaid that he 
ſhou'd be the Expectation of the Gentiles. as 
well as of the Fews. And Gen. xlix. 10. 
That the Gathering of the People (or Nations) | 
hond be to him. In the Vulgar it is ren? 
der d Expettatio. Gentium. The Expettation 
of, the Gentiles, He is call d the deſire of a ail 
nations, Hag. ii, 7. And L. Vill :ſhew, you _ 
| the goperal ExpeQation the Gentiles had 0 ,54 
Coming, about the. Time that he did came. 
wy. knew him — the Name of the Eaft. 
b n 25 heres Ge bay 
: ſently. ut a * a, W IF 


* 


5 the holy Saupe often Ala n him un⸗ 
der this Denomination, The Blood of the 
great cxpiatory Sacrifice was to be ſprinkled 
towards the Eaff, Lev. xvi. 14. to ſhew 
— whence the true expiatary Sacrifice moe: 
come. And he'is thus frequently fty!d in 
the Prophets, *Zech. iii. 8. it is ſaid, e | 
ing to the Vulgar, T will brin- Forth. my Ser- 
vant the Eaft. And chap. vi. T2. Behold the 
man whoſe name is the Eaft. Our Engliſh | 
renders it in both Places the Branch, for the 
Hebrew Word bears both Senſes. But the 
Greek renders it Ares rod, which we tranſhte * 
the Day-SIpring, Luk. i. 78. and put on the 
Margin Hier er Branch. The Vulgar 
has it Oriens ex alto, the Eaft or Sun Riſing 
from on high, He is call'd the Sun of Rb. 
 zeouſnefs, Mal. iv. 2. And it is ſaid Iſai. Ax 
3. The Gentiles ſball come to thy ligh Hor 5 
| FA gs to the brightneſs of” Thy rifin ing. aha; 
69 Now, Sir, how literally was this *Y 
fuld! in the Magi (generally ſuppos'd to be 
15 Kings) coming from the Eaſt, led by a Star 
which appear d to them in the Eaſt, to Wor- 
ſhip ene when he was born, and to bring 
Preſents unto him as unto a Ring? Ay Wo 5 | 
rold in the 7 of wo. Manthew, 


1 E. Why do you quote St. Agha 5 ; 
1 You know we make no more of him 
than WF ons of you e 155 

* | 


* 


Cbriſti n demonſt 
Kings are now bury'd at Cologne. - 
| 3 * i dn 
| pp Cn R. You wie great U. 500 tele. 
gends, and anſwer every thing by them. And 
I confeſs they are the greateſt Affront to 
_ Chriſtianity; and (if poſſible) a Diſproof of it, 
as it muſt be to thoſe Who will place them 
upon the ſame Foot with the hol wry ns 
too many do in the Church of 
_ ery, we have the Authority of the Church "oY 
both. And they are taught to receive the 
holy Seriptures upon the Authority of the 
Church only. But my Buſineſs is not with 
them now. I ſhall only ſay, That when they 
ean bring ſuch Evidences for the Truth f 
their Legends, or for any particular Fact ii 
them, as I do for the Truth of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and in particular for the IEP of n. 
then 1 will believe tlem. n enen 
* Dx: Will you believe pochiäg that has not 
all theſe ne: eee erb PN, „ 
FDA 2 3 nr 3 ro 8 | Lie 
| 440595 nn“ Nr be ik For thaw I muſt”. 
believe nothing but this ſingle Fact of Chriſt. 
Becauſe no other Fact in the World, no nor 
of all thoſe recorded in holy Seriptures, has 
all theſe Evidenees which the Fact of Chriſt 
Has. And ſo God has thouglit fitting, That 
this ng Fact above "all other Facts ""p4 the | 
d, houd appear with greaterand more 
Fs * 


off” 


1 


| 38 | 2 SN Amun, * pa | 
_ undeniable Eyidence chan any other Fae ever 5 
Was in the World. | 
D x. We are now upon the particular Fatt 
$4 x Masi or wile Men coming to Chr 8 
"> ne wa eee 6 as to chat? ny 
FF 0 
13% 180 I has: thoſe Gow Evidences 
chat the Truth of the Bible in general has, 
which are mote than can be produc d for-any 
other Book in the World. But now as to 
this Fact in particular, St. Martheu was the 
firſt who wrote the Goſpel, and it was in the 
ſame Age when this Fact was ſaid to be done. 
And can you think it poſſible chat ſuch a Fact 
as this cou d have paſs d without Contradiction 
and a publick Expoſing of Chriſtianity, then 
ſo deſirable; and ſo much endeavour d by the 
unbelicving Jes, their High- Prieſts, Elders, 
ce. as the only Means for their own. Preſer 
vation, if the Fact had not been notptieus ang 
freſh in the Memory of all the People then at 
Feruſalem, via. That theſe wiſe Men came 
thither, and that Herod and the whole City 
were troubl d at the News they biought of the 
Birth of the King of the Fews 3 That Hero 
thereupon gather d all the chief Prieſts and 
© Soribes of the People together, that they might 
ſcarch out of the Prophets and know the Place 
where Chriſt ſbou d be born; And then the 
Slaughter of the Infants in and about Bethier 
13 * n the Coaſts thereof, which fal- 


ae -— - - 

» 
E 34.338: 1 * r: 
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dle demonſtrated. 59 

| PR very time, if Ft 
true? Oould St. Maithew have hoped to have 
palmed this upon all the People, and upon 
thoſe very ſame chief Prieſts = Scribes who 
he ſaid were-fo.fariconcerned” in it! Would 
none of them have contradicted it, if it had 
n Fargary? 7  Elpgdlally: when the detecting | 


| Wald not they have done it whQ ſuborn d 
falſe Witneſſes againſt Chriſt, and gave large 
Money to che Soldiers to conceal (if poſſible) 
his Reſurrection? Would not they have dene 
it, who perſecuted Chriſtianity with all Spite 
and Fury, and invented all imaginabie falſe 
Stoxies and Calumnies againſt it? Whereas hetc 3 
Vas one at hand, this of the Magi; Which, if 
flalſe, could have been ſo caſily detected, hy 
_ appealing to every Na Voman, and Child, 
I may ſay, in Jeruſalem, Bethlehem, and even 
in all Jude, who-no doubt had heard of the 
terrible LALLACEC of: * Inzest and the 25 
Lanſa aßit. aten ine eee 
D. Lean 1552 no Angora: why the Wei 
P Chriſtianity did not offer to con- 
traditt this Fact of the Star and the Magi. 
* which is put in the very Front of this Goſpel 
* of St;;Maithewy And there it is called his 
(brit) tar. t have ſeenihis Itar in ghee 
3 8 God had created a ne. aνjn - B 
traordinary. Star on Purpoſe, as the. Signal of © FF 
Chriſt hung out in the Heavens, to give the x 
Word notice of his Birth. But did none "ie ED 
EY”. 5 e 
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the hanchin Philo@ophers 1110 Norics of rich 
Star, or of this n Siven oF" it by * 


Star, not Plagues and Diſeaſes, bur the © 
N the venerable God, for the Salvation 


2 anctior hiſtoria There ic likews 
other more venerable and holy Hiſtory——— 


By which I doubt not he means this of St. Mat. 
thew, for what he tells ſeems to be taken out 
of it, That by the riſi 


Sorn, by offering Gifts unto him. © 


Dx. This makes thoſe Magi or wile: Men ; 
ro have been Chaldeans, who I know were 
the moſt noted then in the World for the moſt 


curious Learning, particularly in Aſtronomy. 


And they were likewiſe Eaſt: of Feruſalem, ſo 


t be well ſaid they came from the 


that it migh 


Eaſt, and had ſcen his Star in the Eaſt. But I 
cannot imagine how they ſhould read the Birth 
of a God in the Face of a new Star; and how 
that Star ſhould ſend them particularly to Je- 


ruſalem, me. [ON 2. it r N | 
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J certain um * 


enefit f Mortalt, was obſerved by the 
Chaldeans, who worſhipped this God newh 15 


& 15 4 5 | 
i: Masthew 7 - 0% WO 
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. (6 Gun. Yeu; \ForChaleidius inhis Coy | 

ment upon Plato's Timens, ſpeaking of the 
Preſages of Stars mentioned by Plato, adds'as 
a further Proof, E, quoque alia wvenerabilior 


3 


\ 


— 


G.Y< 5; 5 
you know, That all over the Eaſt Nele was 2 
Tradition, or fix d Opinion, that about that 


de ele te 25 When 4 


” . 
"In 823933 
R. This 


Time a King of the Fews would be born who 


ſhould rule the Whole Earth. And the Ap- 2 
pęarance of this extraordinary Star in the Eaft 
was taken by them as a Sign that he was then 


born. And whitherſhould they go to look for 
the King of the Jets but to Fernſalem?” And 


when hey came thither they enquired, faying, 
Where is ne that is born King of the es;? For 


we have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, and are come 


to worſhip him. This made Herod gather the 


Prieſts and Scribes together. And they by ſcarch: 
ing the Prophets found that Bethlehem was the 
Place. Whereupon the wiſe Men went to : 


Bethlehem. And to convince them that they 
were right, the Star which they had ſeen in the 


Eaſt appeared to them again, and went before 


them till it came and ſlood over where the youn 4 


_ Child was. This made them 1 with Mes 
an exceeding great Foy. _ 


© DE. This would go down in his Meaſtite | 
with me, if you could make good your firſt 


4 Poſrulatum, of ſuch a current Tradition or O- 
pinion in the Eaſt. But for this you have given 


no ſort of Proof. And all the reſt which you 
have inferr' from thence muſt come to the 


Ground with it, if it be not ſupported. Icon- 
feſs it would ſeem as ſtrange to me as the Star 


to the wiſe Men, if God had (we know not 
how, it is unaccountable to * ſent ſuch a No- 
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Bon {ntoche Minds bf Men, dy at th 
only, of ſuch a King to be born and that he 
ſhould be a Ferw, (the then moſt contemptible 


Dominion; his Words are, Pluribus perſiaſie 


- . - 
— 
p . 


it 1 


People in the World, ſubdu'd and conquer d 
by * Romans) and that he was to be King of 


the Fews, and thence tobecome King « of all. lite , 
Earth, and conquer his Conquerors: The Ro. 


mans would have look 'd with Diſdain upon 


ſuch a Notion or Prophecy as this; it would 
have made ſome Stir among them, if they had 
Beard of 1 bas WET Fd Credit to .. K 


> 9 by 


(8) 8 vou argue right. And 45 wil 
ſhew you what Stir it made ue them, and 


1 hope you will take their Word, as well for 
this Eaſtern Tradition, as for the Effects it had 


among themſelves. Nay they wanted not the 


ſame Tradition among themſelves, and 1 


Prophecies of it in their Sibyls, and otherwiſe; 


So that the ſame Expectation of the Meæſias 
was then current over all the Farth, with the 


Gentiles as well as with the Fews. .. 
Tacitus in his Hiſtory, I. v. c. 13. eng 
of the great Prodigies that preceded the De- 


ſtruction of Feruſalem, ſays, That many un- 

derſtood theſe as the Fore-runners of that ex- 
traordinary Perſon, whomthe ancient Books of 
the Prieſts did foretel ſnould come about that 


Time, from Judea, and obtain the univerſal 


inerat, antiguis ſacerdotum literis contineri, 
s — tempore fun ut ee, Oriens, 2 


 feetique 


— that: 15 1049 5 contained ; in the. 
: old. Writings. of the Prieſts, that at that very 
time the Eaſt ſhould prevail, and the Jews 
have the Dominion. And Suetonius in 
the Life of Je eſpaſian, C. 1. 1.4. lays, Per- 
crebuerat Oriente tota uetus & conſtans opinio, 
eſſe in fatis, ut es tempore, Judzaprafeers re 
rum potirentur. i. e. That it was. an ancient 
and conſtant Opinion (or Tradition) .throughs _ 
out the whole Eaſt, that at that Time thoſe © 
who came from Iudea ſbould obtain the Domi- 
nion, that is, That ſome; Few ſhould be uni 
—_ King. Therefore Cicero, he mes ee 
Commonwealths- man, in his ſecond Book -f 5 
Divination, ſpeaking of the Books of the di 1 
byls, who likewiſe foretold this great King to 
come, ſays, Cum antiſtitibus agamus, & quid: 0 f 
vis potius ex illis libris, quam regem proferant: 
quem Romæ poſt hac nec Du, nec hommes eſſe 
patientur. i. e. Let us deal with theſe: Prieſts, 
and let them bring any thing out of theſe Boos, 
rather than a King: Whom neither the G65 
nor Men will ſuffer after this at Rome. 
But he was miſtaken, and had his Heat, cut 
off for writing againſt Kingly Government. 
And others more conſiderable than he laid 
greater Streſs upon theſe Prgphecies,. even the 
whale Senate of Kame, 45 28 I. come 697 ſhew 
you. ENS ron H 2 
Whether theſe. ET — chic 
phecies our of Old Teſtame! 


[4 . 


3 1 
b. Pro | 


here to ir * am now a u 


| "_ chat Time. . | ICE WE” 


PEA ORE ; 


(#3; 'T be Larne Year ch Merck N 


falem, one of theſe Oracles of the Sibyle 2 
| a great Noiſe, which Was, Dat Nature was © 


about to bring forth a Ki mg to the Romans. 
Which, as Suetonius relates in the Life of Au- 


guſtus, c. 94. did ſo terrify the Senate, that 


they made a Decree to expoſe, that is, deſtroy 
all the Children born that Year. Senatumex- 


territum cenſuiſſe, ne quis illo anno genius cdu- 


 Earetur. That none born that Year ſhould be 


brought up, but expos d, that is, left in ſome 


Wood or deſart Place to periſn. But he tells 
how this dreadful Sentence was prevented. 7 
Eos qui gravidas uxores haberent, quod ad ſe 
quiſque ſpem traheret, curdſſe ne ſenatus con- 


fultum ad erarium deferretur. That thoſe Se- 


nators whoſe Wives were with Child, becauſe 
each was in hopes of having this great King, 
took care that the Decree of the Senate ſhould 
not be put into the c,Afrarium or Treaſury, 


without which, by their Conſtitution, the De- 


cree could not be put in Execution. And As. 


rais d the Ambition of Corn. Lentulus at that 
Time, hoping he ſhould be this King of the 


we — — — —ͤ—„— — — —— ww 8 


8 70 = 


general Expectation which was then in the 7 
World of this ace e eee We to come 50 


pian, Plutarch, Saluſt, and Cicero, do all ſay, 
That it was this Prophecy of the Szby/s which 


Romans. " a few Years before the Birth 


[ 
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of Chriſt, in his 4th Eigw quotes a Pro- 
phecy of one of theſe S;bylr' ſpeaking of an 
extraordinary Perſon, to be born about that 
Time, who ſhou d introduce a Golden Age in- 
to the World, and reſtore all things, and 
ſkou'd — out our Sins . 


5 Y "A n 
9 
* 


eee qua emen keln. nien OY 4 


1 And calls him, 


Ch bars Deum ſobols, wenn Jovis i incre-. 
 mentum.” | 


5 Dear of: ſpring f the cu. and greet Som 4 


Ks 1 0 


He debate a new es of ns like 1 


Neu Heavens and New Earth, lai. Ixv. 17. 


Magnus ah inter feclorom naſeitur ord. 


A grtat Order of Ages does begin, wholly new. 5 


And as Iſaiah deſcribes os happy State in the 5 
Neu Barth, that the Lion and the Lamb 
ſhou'd feed together, the Serpent cat Duſt, 
and that they ſhou'd not hurt or deſtroy in 
all the holy Mountain. Iſai. v. 25. Vigil 


does- almoſt we Bug his re * „ BN 
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And as God 3 the lb, 3 25 | 
ing, J will ſhake the Heavens and the Earth 
and the Sea. Hag. ii. 7. Virgil does in a man- 
ner tranſlate it in this Eclogue, introducing 
the great Perſon then to be born, and the 

| Joy which ou d be in the Aae een, 


Aﬀſpice convexo nutantem ks mee 
Terraſq; trattuſq; maris, celum Tale, 
Aſpice venture letentur ut mia Nene 


Lo! teeming — ms — 0 with its go” 

The Earth, the Ocean, and the Heavens high. 

| Behold how all eic to ata _—y Age: 
8 Eee 

Here the Poet ee Nature as in labour Lo 

to bring forth this great King, as the other 

Prophecy of the Siby/s — ſpcaks.: fl t 

And he ſays, Aderit . r { Tha the) „ 


Time was then at mn. 993 £06 WM 2 
(7248 . * E WP” : BE. ; we; 

Jann nova ja progenies o den iticur or alto. - 

PETER 1b 1 . 1E 12 fo 

Ne anew nn from Heeven deſcends. F 

1 e 45101: 3863508 1 < 

| Ad ba applies it to Kalominus the Son of Lit 

Pollio hs wer rn th then newly b born, as if it : 


monſtrated. "i 
EI like it in the Event; 80 theſe: Words. : 
are too great to be apply d to any Mortal, or 
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the Reign of any King ever was in the World. ? 
Or to any other but to the ee ah. the Lord. 


of Son and Earth, 
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8 2 ts But tel know ha Authority 
of theſe Sbyls is diſputed. Some ſay the 


Chriſtians did interpolate them, and added to 


them in about a Hundred Years after Chriſt. 
CHR. It is true, the Chriſtians did often 


quote them againſt the Heathens, as St. Paul 


quoted the Heathen Poets to the Athenians. 
Act. xvii. 28. And Clem. Alexandrinus in his 
Strom. I. 6. ſays, that St. Paul quoted the Sibyls : 


likewiſe in his Diſputations with the Gentiles, _ 


And the Chriſtians were call'd Sibyllianiſts 
from their quoting the Szby/s ſo often. But 
Origen in his Anſwer to Celſus, I. 7. challen- 
ges him to ſhew any Interpolation made by - 
the Chriſtians, and appeals to the Heathen . 
Copies which were in their own Poſſeſſion, 
and kept with great Care. 5 
But what I have quoted to you out ä 
Virgil was before Chriſt. was born, and there- 
fore clear of all theſe Objections. 3 
DE. Then the eus muſt have had ſome 
Hand in them. As likewiſc in that Eaſtern Tra- 
dition you have ſpoke of. 
Car, If ſo, you muſt ſuppoſe that the Jebs 
had it from their own Prophets. And this 
will 1 bg. a OG: W that the time 
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of the with as "Cot was ur 0 in 
| 185 Prophets. | „ vin 5 


(r Dx. What "YT "iT "IO to this} For | 

1 cannot imagine how they can get off of it. 

Cx. Some of them ſay, That the Meſſiah 
put off his Coming at the appointed Time, 
becauſe of their Sins. Others ſay, he did 

come at the Time, but has Cconceal'd him- | 

ſelf ever ſince. | 
Ds. Theſe are meer Excuſes. Do this pre- 
tend any Prophecy for this? But to what Pur- 
poſe! For theſe Excuſes ſhew, That Prophecies 
are no Proofs, becauſe if they may 5 thus 
put off, they can never be known. And they 
may be put off and FE off to the End of the 


World, 


| (r2,) Cu. But now, Sit, as to your Point. 
Ik this general Expectation both Eaſt and 
Weſt, of the great King of the Fews to be 
born about that very Time that he did come, 
was occaſion'd by the Fewiſh Tradition of 
it, it ſtrengthens the Truth of the Holy Scrip- 
- _ tures, whence the Fews had it. But other- 
Wiſe, if God we know not how, did ſend 
ſuch a Notion into the Minds of Men, all 
over the World, at that particular Time, and 
never the like, either before or ſince, then 
the Miracle will be greater, and the Atteſts- 
tion to the coming of Chriſt ſtronger, and 
AS you ſald, it will be more wonderful and 
| ** 


8 


| 5 FN "Fo 8 4 
more, convincing to > you, than the Star was 


1 


to the wiſe Men in the Eaſt.” a 

Ds. I muſt take time to anfwer this. 1 
made nothing at all of this of the Magi and 
the Stat, and of Herods ſlaying the Infants 
upon it. I thought it a ridiculous Story, and 
to haye no Foundation in the World. But 
when 1 ſee Suetonjus telling us of the Decree 


of the Senate of Num to deſtroy all the Chil. 


the fame Rea- 


dren born that Lear, and för 


| : ſon, for feat of this great Kitg that was then 


to be born; I muſt think there Was a ftrange 


chiming in of things here, one to anſwer the 
other, I know. not how it e . 
TORS: R H, l 
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be any Concert in this Matter. That the Ch. 


deans, and Romans, and Fews,. choud all 
ARISE, upon the Point, and hit it ſo exactly, 
Without any one of them diſcovering the Con- 


| trivance! Eſpecially When it was ſo terrible to 
both the Romans and the Jet, that they took | 
uch deſperate Methods to MONET ir 28 o 
et, their own Children! © 


a Concert: > 


DR. It is ridiculdus ro talk 5 


1 will not put my Cauſe upon that. Wou'd 
they concert what they thought” their own 
: Deſtruction? 'Beſid des, the Fetws and Romans - 


were then Enemies.” And the Chaldeans were 
ic off, and had little Correſpondence with 


either Ol them. And Cuctt an One No- 
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tion « 20 d 20 v: concerted: * Nations 
cou d not. be, truſted with a Sekret. And if 
0 they all kept 1900 and: againſt their own Intereſt 
9 it l e e e as ROM in 5 
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255 el How: 8 95 "more Ae 
is it to ſuppoſe, That there ſhou'd be a Con- 
cert between different Ages, between all the 

ges from Adam downwards, in all. thoſe = 

Prophecies. of the Coming of the Meniah E 
How ſhou'd they. know it but by Revelation? - 
And: wou'd. they hayc all ; agreed 1g ow 48 
to the Time, Place, Manner, ahd othet Cir- 
cumſtances, if it had been a Forgery con- 5 

triy'd ** kacken e and in different 
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—_ ) Fund i is . A Which. St. Pe. 
itt thought LATE: than the Conviction eren 
of our out ward Senſes, for. having "Tet dn 
What he and the other two Apoſtles had borh 
cen and heard upon the holy Mount, he adds, 

have yet a more ſure word (that is, a 
ſtronger Proof) f prophecy, whereunto Je ao 
well to take heed, as unto a light that ſhinerh 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day:ſtar ariſe in your hearts.” 2 Pet, i. 19. 
And he enforces it thus, For the prophecy. came 
nat in old time l the will of man, but holy 
men of God ae as AE: Were. moved, by the 
NT Sa 


En. I need hay. 
1 ſwer comes... For you have granted that this 


are others which reach to ſcyeral minute Cir: 
»cumſtances, ſuch as cannot be apply d to an 


Vinegar 10 drin 


Irn 
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Chriſtianity 1 emouſt 
+ DR. I will grant his yrs ve OP PE Ther 
if is eaſier to ſuppo the Senſes of three Men 


or of all the Men in the World to be impos d 
upon, than that Adam, Gt and Ia 
concerted together, But J will nor give you 
m Anſwer VEE... "Aa 


Have you. any. A to gay 
n this Head. OL rophe 5 2 18 3 
no mere, till) out An- 


of is e than . We A 


e with our 
e 


Eyes. ein r i 22:91 aivy 5 8 | 
; 8 W 1 wth” 

F "(6 But the Jour Auges may. rake i in a0 
£ 525 zer 
1 have 


1 will give you ſomething. further. 
ſet down already ſome of the great 


| Prophecies. of the, Coming of Chrift, bis Sut- 


ferings, Death, and Reſurrection. But there 


other, Fact that ever yet happen d, and oe | 
cou'd not have been foreſeen by any but Gag '; 


5 were known by the Actors who did then 

ö elſe they had not 5 1 
not have fulfill d the Prophecies that went be- 
fore of Criſt, in applying them 8 him w 
F they crucify d as a 74 «Cari 5 


ne them. For they wou 


-, Ste then how; literally cycral. of hel Pro 


phecies were fulfill dd. As Pfal. lxix. 21. 
They, gave me gall r eat and? 25 to drink. 


Then xcad Marth. Xxvii. 34. 1 43 gave him 
1 led with. gall. It is 
ald. P/al. Mil. 1 Go, 7 18. They aer 

5 hands 


or Hanks and * N Eo They tand farin nd 
woling upon me. They part my garments a 
mon them, and taſt lots upon my veſture.” As 
if jr had been wrote after Fob. xix. 23, 24. 
It was meerly accidental in the Soldiers, they 
wou d not tear his Coat becauſe it was woven 
5 ad without Seam, therefore they caſt Lots 
for it: Thus fulfilling this Scripture, without 
any Knowledge of theirs, for they were Ro- | 
man Soldiers, and knew nothing of the Seri | 
ture. Again it is ſaid, P/af. xxii. 7, 8. it 
* they. that ſee me, laugh me to ſtorn; they 
boot out their tips and ſhake their heads, 15 : 
ing, He truſted in God that he wou'd deliber 
him ; let him aelrver him if he will haue him. 
Compare this with Marth. xxvii. 39, 41, 42, 
- 43. And they that. paſſed by, reviled him, 
wagging their heads, and ſaying —— Come 
down from the croſs. Likewiſe alſo the chief 
pricfts mocking him, with the Scribes and El. 
ders, ſaid — He truſted in God, let him de. 
| Her him now if he will have him, for he 
ſaid, I am the Son of God, It is ſaid again, 
Zech. xii. 10. They ſball look upon me whom 
They have pierced. His very Price was forc- 
told, and how the money ſhou'd be 5 
of, Zech. xi. 13. falfill'd Matth. xxvil. 
7. And his riding into Jeruſalem upon Frag 
As, Zech. ix. 9. which the learned Rabbi 
 "Saadia cxpounds of the Mea. That he 
- Tthou'd ſuffer with Malefafors, Iſai. iii. 12. 
i Ton © his Body ſhou'd not lic ſo ny: in the 
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e 1 "Grave 
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Graves to eber pres prion. © ah." 

Many other Circumſtances are 10588 which ch 
cannot be apply A to any but to Chr 
have ſet down theſe few, that you may take 


them into Conſideration when you think fit 
to gixe Johr Anſwer a8 to this Head of Pro: 125 


phecies. | 2 8 A + Ss 5 AT 1 RNA ; 


And you are ie Care to find ſome 
other Fact guarded With Prophecies like this. 
Or elſe you muſt confeſs that "there is nod 
other Fact tar has ſuch Evidence as 5 this. eas 


(1575 Bur before EIB this Head, 1 mul we 
mention the Prophecies in our Bible of things . 


yet to come to the End of the World, and of 
the new Heavens. and ne w Earth har” hall” 


ſucceed. e ha 
DE. we can be no Proofs nete 1 
lee the fulfilling of them. - 

CHR. you may believe what is to Gt f 
by the fulfilling you have ſeen of what is paſt. 
But I bring this now to ſhew you, That _ 155 


we cant 


is no other Law or Hiſtory in the World thak 
ſo much as pretends to this, ot to Know what” 
is to come. This is peculiar to the Holy Bible, 
as being written from the Mouth of GU 


Vou have ſeen how the Current of the Pro- 


phecies of the Oli Teſtament did point at and 
center in that great Event the Coming of „ 

Meſſiah. I'T +4433 94 £77 1 2 . 
When 74 was cott; then he told us mote” 
plainly of what was 10 ow after , even 
13 
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what we have | ſeen, exactly fulfill'd. of All he 
told us to this. Time, We 17 believe S W Ws 


n are come. WF * A* 55 1 9571 15 
. SIC 42 "Ih 231 1 AE OT 
160 30 How | particularly «da ke Iona the 


ple. 


„„ 


Detention cat Feruſalem and the Te 
Matth. xxiv. And, that that Age Fe 0 
paſs till it ſhoud be Ciera, An His. Fm 
- Expreſſion Was * fulfill d,. That there 4 
ſhou d not be left one Stone upon another in 
the Temple, for the very Foundations of it 
were plonghhi d up by Turnus Ruſs, F< Fl. 
ber 's Canon.. Iſagag. p. 304. 

When Feraſalem was firlt beſieg d it 
full of Chriſtians. But the Siege was 2 
unaccountablj and for no Reaſon that Hiſtory 
gives. In which time the Chriſtians ſeeing 
toſe Signs come to pals, which Chriſt had 
foretold wou d precede its Deſtruction, and 
3 laying hold of that Caution he 
gave, Then let them that are in Fudea, flee to 
Ihe mountains, and that in ſuch Haſte, as that 
be that was in the Field was not to return (to 
ee to fetch his Carment, or he on the 
Houſe top there, to ſtay to take his Goods with 
bim, accordingly all the Chriſtians left Je- 
ruſalem, and fled to PellaaCity.in the Many 
tains, And as ſoon. as they were All. 


—.— 5 


the Romans return d and rene wd the... 


- 
And ſo it came to paſs, That when, Titus 


| the 9 was not one Chriſtian 
| 'found 


<p 


c. 35. tells of Abundatice of theſe falſe D 
FL: h appear d before the Deſtruction f 


Jephu e, 


N 2 Lent has wrote aHiltory' 


251105 . by e he Þ 
| dition of that Ruin. 9 7 grad 


9 Another es TOE Fredidion | 
of our Bleſſed Lord in that ſame Chapter was 


of the many falſe Chrifts that ſheud come 
after Him. And he*watn'd the Je not to 


follow them, for that it wou d be to their De- 


ſtruction. Beboli (fays he ver. 25.) I habe 


Told yon before. But they would nos believe 


him. And accordingly it came to paſs. 70. 


fp bus in his Antiquities of the Fews) I. WWII. 


c. „ere Amt te Bel, Jud. I. vit. 5 


and led the People into tile Wilder 
1els; - where they were ' miſerably” deftroy'd. 

The very thing of which our Saviour eaution d 
them ver. 26. I they Fay unto you; behold, 
He (that is, CHriſt 2 an the deſert, go mor 

orth.- And de Hh Jud, I. vii. 2 212. J. 
That e det Cale of- thei 43 pens 
r at War with the Nomunt, was 
xpectation of 2 Meſſiab to come and 


deliyer e Which brought on their Ruin, 
anck mache them deaf to the Offeis of Titus 
| who'Ebfitted them to Peace. 


And fince the Deſttuction of ent be, 


thete have beet! fo matiy falſe Mefpabs, that 
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Which teins 3 2585 


' a | E= as far the Year 1683. And tells he 


eſtr aden of the Jews. wink 


* 
Fay Aft F port 1 63 z#\ 1 . 15 1 55 4 


MPI th _ eee our Bleſſed 
e Which I produce is morc remarkable | 


than theſe. And of Which vou ſee the Ful- 
filling in a great Meaſure. , That his G 


pel ſhou d prevail over all the World, and 


that the Gates of Hell ſhou d not prevail a- 


gainſt 150 And this told, when he was! low 


and de iſed, and had but 12 poor Fiſhermen 


for his Follower 19 And that his Religion ſhou d 
conquer, not by the Sword, like Mabomets but 


by patient Suffering, as Lambs among Wolves. | 


And in this State the Church endur d moſt ter- 
rible Perſecutions, When all the Rage of Hell 


was let looſe againſt her, for the firſt Three Hun- 


dred Years, without any Help but from Hea- 
ven only; till at laſt, by the Divine Provi- 
dence, the great Emperor of Rome, and o- 
ther mighty Kings and Princes, without any) 


Force or Compulſion, did voluntarily and free 


ws ſubmit. their. Sceptets to Cbriſt. 
No Religion chat ever was in the World, 4 


: ; was: ſo begun, ſo propagated, and did ſo pre- 


vail. And hence we affuredly truſt that what 


remains will be fulkill'd of the. Promiſe of 
_ Chriſt to his Church in the latter Days. 
But I ſpeak now only of this Prophecy ſo 


Jong l and when owe was ſo little 
A | 
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Are e of its Coming e 15 fr * 


We have ſeen already. 


Loet me here remember one bertel Pal. 


| ſage foretold by Chriſt concerning the We. 


man who anointed his Body to be 
Burying, That Whereſoever this Mark. xiv. 


Goſpel ſhall be preached throughout 8. 


the whole arts this alſo that ſbe hath done 


ſhall be ſpoken of, for a memorial of her. And 


we ſee how it is ſpoken of to this Day. 
"Ds. If this Book had been loſt, we had not | 


heard of this Prophecy. 


CR. So you may ſay of all 8 Bible. Or 
of any other Book. But Providence has ful. 
filled this Prophecy by preſerving the Book: 
And it is à Prophecy that this Book, at leaſt 


this Fact of the Woman, ſhou'd be preſerved 
for ever, and it may be F Fae, THE 


Book: were loſt. 


4519 Dx. When 8 are fairs, 
and the Events come to pals, they are plain 


to every Body. But why might they not have 


been as plain from the Beginning? And then 
there cou'd have been no Diſpute. about them, 
as if it had been ſaid, That ſuch 2 one by 
Name, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch a Place, 
ond do ſuch things, & . 
Cx. Becauſe God having given Man Free 
Wall, he does not force Men to do any wick- 


1 ed ching. And it weud be in the Power of 


wicked Men to defeat A — Tem 
% . . em- 


/ 


2 abe "ol 10 the eee 125 Time,. 
Place or the manner of doing the thing. 
For Example, if the Jeu had known that. 
Chri e had told his Apoſtles he was to be 
crucify'd, they would. not have done it. 
They wou'd have ſtoned him P they did St. 
Stephen. For that was the Death appointed by 
the Law for Blaſphemy. And they ſeveral 
times attempted to have ſtoned Chriſt for 
this, becauſe he ſaid I am the Son of God, 
Joh. viii. 39. x. 31, 32, 33. But Crucifixion 
was a Death by the Roman Law. There- 
fore the Fews, to fulfil, this Prophecy (but 
not knowing it) deliver d Chriſt to the Romans 
. 16: be put to Death. Yet he told them fo 


much of it, that after he was erucify'd they 


might know it, as he ſaid to them, Job. 
viii. 28. When ye have lift ap the gen o 
Man, then ſhall ye know that I am he. And 
Chap. x. 32, 33. And I, if I be lifted s 
from the earth, wilt draw all men unto. me. 
This he ſaid, ſgnifying what death he ſbou d 
dic. But they underſtood it not till they had 
done it. Then they knew what the /ifting _ 
4 meant. And Chap, xviii. 31, 32. When 
late wou'd have had them judge him ac- 
cording to their law, which was ffoning, they 
were cautious at rhis time only, and ſaid, It 
#5" not lauſſul for us to put am man io death. 
Becauſe they were then under the Govern- 


ment of the Ronians. But the next Words 


fhew a Deſign of Providence 1 in it, 2 2 5 
ie 


Fs 2 bs 8 ; 1 9 
7 WY - 


Eo 1 ing of Feſus might be fulfill d, which 
He % 8 what death he. ſbou d die. 
They had no fuch Caution upon them when 
they ſtoned St. "Stephen after this, nor the 
many times before when they rook up cone 
to have ſtoned the fame Jeſus. ET 
Then again, the piercing his Side EN he 
Spear was no Part of the Roman Sentence of 
Execution, but happen d ſeemingly. by meer 
Accident. For the Sentence of the Law was 
to hang upon the Croſs till they were dead. 


But that being the Day of Preparation for the 
Sabbath, which began that Evening ſoon after 


Chriſt and the Thieves were faſten d to the 


Crols, before it cou d be ſuppos'd they were 


dead, therefore, * hat the bodies might not 


remain upon the croſs on the ſabbath day, tbe 
Jeus beſdught Pilate that their Legs might 
be broken (Which was no Part of the Sentence 
neither, but done) leſt they ſhou'd eſcape when 
taken down. Accordingly the Legs of the 
Thieves were broken, fox they were yet alive, 
and the Reaſon why they brake not the Legs 
of Chriſt was, becauſe the ſaw that he was 
dead already. But to make ſure, one of the 
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Solders pierc'd his Side with a. Spear. Little 


knowing that they were then fulfilling Pro- 
phecies, as that a. 55 of him band not be 
broten. And again, They ſhall look an him 
whom they EE, "Ns little did the Soldiers 


think of it when Fwd were caſting Lots upon 


his $ Yeſture. | 5 ade er We . 1 f | 
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had ous TY or _ upon, 10 l not 
| have upbraided him in the very Words that 
_ were foretold in xxii. Pfalm, which 1 have 

' before quoted. And they. 'wou'd have con- 
triv'd the Mony they gaye to Judas to have 


been one Piece more ot leſs than juſt thirty. 5 


They wou d not have come ſo punctually in 
the Way of that Prophecy, Zech. xi. 12, 13. 
They weighed. for my price thirty pieces of 


JSitver. And they wou'd have bought any 
other Field with it, but eſpecially not that _ 


of the Potter, which Zechariah there like- - 


wiſe mentions. 
And as the Eponiies of Chriſt did not know 


they were fulfilling theſe Prophecies of him, 

ſo neither did his Diſciples at the Time when 
they were ſo doing. As it is faid, Fob. xii. 

16. Theſe things rnderſtood not his Diſti- 


ples at the firſt ; but when Feſus was glort 


Jed, then remembered they that theſe things 


were written of him, and that they had done 


Theſe things unto him. This makes the ful- 


filling theſe Prophecies yet more remarkable. 

| Where Providence ſees that Prophecies will 
not be minded, they ate more expreſs and 
Plain. As likewife where the Paſſions and 


Intereſts of Men will hurry them on towards 


fulfilling them. Thus Alexander the great is 
defcrib'd'as plainly almoſt as if he had been 


nam d. Dax. viii. 20, 21, 22. And it is ſaid, 


That this Prophecy which was ſhcw'd him by 
* the High-Prich at n did wn 1 


* 


Hin is. Pxpe dition. a gainſ the Perſe 
Bag ie 4% Pu when a Man is to go fooli! 
an and wicked rhings, and things hurtfal's to him: 
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bears no Reſem np 
of the Gentiles, or the Scepter of Zudah. And 


| tho' the Houſe of God was firſt ſet up 
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d . bcaule the Scly . 10 9 0 


5 85 t 2 til i? 5 0 after Moſes... "The 175 of 
it that ae us 9585 


A. 18. when Fudah 
God 18 oy, up 1 1/4 ang | 


| 50 firſt King of the Tribe "of F Pula, Third- 
_ + dy, Becauſe Moſes did prophecy of 4 greater 
than himſelf to come, to whom the 


People 
ſhou'd hearken. Deut. xviii. 15, ts, tg. 
For theſe Reaſons, other Rabbies 447 it could 


5 be meant of Moſes, but they apply it to 
the Tabernacle at SBiloh. This was onl 


21 


the ſake of the Word Shiloh,” for otherw! 
1blance either to the gatherin 


at Shiloh, 


yet it was removed from thence and eſtabliſhed | 


there, as I ſhall ſhew you preſearly 


. 3 Which Was the Place of which 


ofes ſpoke that God would. place his Name 


; 4 3 13 3 - 7 * 5 


This Interpretation therefore being Tegel. 


5 ed, other Rabbies fay, That this Nor er 


muſt be meant of the Me/jah, but that by the 


Word Scepter is not to be underſtood a Seep- 
ter of Rule or Government, but of Correfion 
and Puniſhment, and that this ſhould not de- 
Patt from Judah till Shiloh came. But the 


1 Text-Splaining Scepter by the Word Tay- 


. dab, nor a Laus giuer from between his 
et until Shiloh came, overthrows tits In- 


it the Sceptet ſhould not depart from 


giver, 


terpretation,” and ſheys the Sceptet here men. 
e be meant 8 Scepter of Rule and 


from. their ies 1 8 25 And | ih 


Land Had Reit many Years(under cheir Fug: 


gel. And David delivered them our of the 
lands of their Enemies. And under Sv/omon 


they wete the richeſt and happieſt People up- 


on Earth. And frequently after they were in 
goock "Condition" Wd at Faſe.” So that the 


8 Seher of Cotrectian did often depart from | 


them before Shiloh Tame. oe 
This is fo evident; that Silent of then a 
low this Sceptet to be a Jrkprer of Gobern- 
ment, dut bigs fay the Meaning is, That the 
Scep ter half not finally or for ever depart 
ei "Fadab, becauſe the Meſſiah will come 
and teſtore it t Fudab again. But this is 
adding to the Text, and making a new Text 
of it, and quite different from the former, 
nay directly oppoſite to it. For the Tex 
ſpeaks. only of the departing of the Scepter, 
but-nothing of the reſtoring it. And ircahnot 
be reſtored till onde it is departed." Therefore 
this Expoſition ſay iug it ſpall apart: And the 
Text laying” it t ſpat not " depart * are directly 
contrary. e 5 es $0 
Lafth, Thiere are others who throw aide 
all theſe Excuſes, and ſay, That the Sceptet 
or Dominion is not yet departed from Fadah, 
for that ſome Je ot other may have ſome 
Sort of Rule or Government, in ſome Part 
ot other of the World, tho we know it not. 


D. As if the ris (who! hold the” beſt 
Cotteſpontenes e with other 
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Propichoveld.c prone Place, i | 


id by. Govern 


weft of the Country where they lived. 4 
Theſe Salvo's of the Fews, are. .contradita ry 


£ their. Cauſe to be perk non erfectly deftirure,..... 
t L have an Objectio 


ews and Chriſti. 


GAGs 3 n wide: 2 Ay Is N 
| "Can. Hul. This Propliecy' does not call 
tee Scepter 2 Regal Scepter, and therefore 

denotes: only Government in the general. * 

| Secondly,. The whole Land: and the Ne i] 
took their Name from Juda,. It was calles 
the Land of Judah, and the Nation took ; the 
Name of eus from .Zudah,. as bgfore that 
8 Hebrews from Heber their Progenitor, Gen; 
x. 25. And this Prophecy ſpoke of thoſe 


| Times when. 7udah ſhould. be the Father, of 


his Country, and the whole Nation ſhou d 
be comprehended under the Name of Fudab. 


And therefore Fudeh holds the Sceptetwhere- | 
ever. 2 Jew governs. Beſides, the Words 
et} and, e 478 uſed in ue v7 


a — ſuch where they were governed, | by 1 10 f 5 
3 —9 che in Subjection rocthe. Govern; 


other, they are ., poor. Excuſcs, and 


n..againſt this Pros 
> phy, which __ 17 | 5 
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Nation alla wed them. who Mere their Ant 


loan. The Eluens . Tudab which was a 
Name af Governmentz are mentioned in the 
Captivity, E 


his . bn So that 


ing what. death 


; Kings ANY; 7 8.9 5 Was more. BEE baf 
the Time of Os : And this. was c 
tinued to Zehgiachtn ah the Nat 


of his Life 
(ver429, 30% WMöbichwisht lad till che Ead.or = 
near the End af the Captivity Rut heſides the 

King; the: Zews:had Governors of their cn 


chontes or Rulers i land they cojoyed.their own 
Laws, tho',in\$ubjegion to the; King of Bot 


(Vii, 1. And the Chief of 
the Fathers of Judab, andi the Pricſts;and the 
Lowites, Eæra i, J. And: after, the Captivi- 
tyn they had a Jriſhatha or Governor of their 
on dr ene ii 63 «Neb. with, SiAnd | 
the, Throne ot the Governor is na "= 
ere r Was (till, the TH done n 
Sceptes of Fud ab. . 2 K 4 a0 10015 fark on 
And from the SIE of the Macabre to; . 
their Conqueſt by; the Romans,uthe. Jupreme 
Authority Was in their whe! riefls; Ar ie 


nans i and they enjoye ] 

ate ſaid unto ham: — hin, ae 
him, audoming in your. lain. 0 FUL 
And:tho':rhey:anfyered;; It ig not — 5 
1% #4 put an mn de den Sthel Se 
given in the nett Merle, That u bet 
Jeſus might be fu 7 which he ſpake, 1015 


pos * 105 Crucifixi ion, 
uſo a ; Was 


=” — — Besch for Biachege ; 
which they acchſed him!'+AnUthicy afterwards | 
ſtoned St. Jrepben, for the ſame (alledged) 
Crime actording to their own' Law, Theit 
High- Prieſts and Council had full Liberty to 
meet when” they pleaſed,” and to act accord: 
ing to their Law. And Cbriſ himſelf owns 
they ſat in Moſes's ſtat. Matth. xxiiiv 2 The 
High a to judge St. Paul, Wwhe applied 
to him that Text; Ex. xxl Aas. Thou fhult 
not revile the Gods, nor vurſe the rulur af thy 
people, i evil of him, as the Apoſtle 
krenders it; A. Will. 3. So that here the G 
vernment wis ſtill in the eus, tho in Subje- 
ction to the Romans. And * it continud 
till the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the 
Temple by che Romans. But ſince that time; 
they are diſperſed in all Countries, and habe 
no Governor or Ruler of their own in any; 
The: Sceprer is intirely departed from them. 
> is impoſſible but the Fews'mulſt: ſes 


1 3 


the Biffectanec of thelt State before A 6 
ſtruction of Jeruſulem and ſince, and of their 


Condition as to Go nn in their ſcyeral 
_ Captivicies, and now in their Diſperſion: In 
the former, they had ſtill à Fac of *Govern- 
ment left among themſelves But How; none 
at all, And their Excuſes which you, have 
| mentioned,” 7 render them indeed ſelf con 
demned. AF Key ** n ese I'S Ft JUS Won 
15 n or oY 2 . A N dae * 


a oY, 4 | oe 
*C 4 , | 
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; D 
5 184 

I e 
2 * 


of 


nare want: a Son to it upon hig h 

Vom pager pg 5 it to Chriſt; w „ 
 called.the Son of ue, Bure whom « 
| Sonn 30 


226i or ATR them Ty ROE David 
| wit Ve raiſed from the dead and made immot. 
tel, t6-fulfil"thisProphecy:” y, That 
alter the Meſfaß, who is to £ 
Seed" of David,” he ſhall thence forward no 
Ore want a e, e d e ene 
5 1 E. Both thele ONE MET i fl 
Contradiction 1 Wen, The Texrdays,fh 
| never Want... 4 he Fl bevant. Gra long 
time, they mull con 120 n 
teen hundred Veats together, and how mue 


DT; 


1 4 7 Seat, or e Throne. 'of 
the in Subjection to their Enemics, 


bur en n now, im their. Dilperſion,”. r 
— a rom ll ths there e N What 
01 = . o Government... Far Me- 

King n 
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Way be a . Therefore the 


e N Peoß le 1a 


fore this People and the Perfbn here 
-tbutd not be the ſamel They are oppos d to 


to fuſtiſ che other. 


bis Cro But aker thing were hat 
Tiete to > Da NI. er 115 RRR Wc "boa. ” 

De This is not to bei anſwered; by the 
eus. But \pray What Pepſon is it, de they 
y, Was meant in the Hr porn | 


have quoted? I eee 


nk. They in e it to be an 7 Ber- 
fon. at all... For they can find | DONE, Lucent 


” * 
4 1 1.90 


th Lahe t mult 
be meant of the Nation of ;the., 1 © 
Sufferings, & c. are there de ſcrib d in thę Name 
of a Perſon, by which the People are N obe m- 
derſtood. „ 


deſcrib'd ab ee, Nb. ate nt CARR. 
0 It is laid ver, 8, For the tranf. 
grelſon of 0 2 75 Nieten. And wer. 
3, 4, &. he People)" eſteemed "Pim 
not. All wwe ( 19 Fa 2 0 ns f er „ la ve gol 
aftray ——— And Lora Bath ie 


be ini N e all. That is, of the People: 


Who * 25 called d Withed ed.” But he is Called 
. righteous ſervant, why 4d no vidlence, 
ben "was any dectit in hi month. AMkcte- 


cke of 


rack other. — righteous the d- 
eher wicked. : The ont tie forthe othtr. aud 

| Bybzs knowledge My 
2Mfp Sreons , Juſtify many, , vlodw 
HCN Te hre befor | 4 
flood this Prophecy of e Meſſiah, as indeed 


Meſſiabs; one Ben-Fofeph of N 
5 — eher = | 


F ̃ Un WO. OS" WEI gt tr 


ace Cie ———— 


ther Prophecies which ſpeak erde aden 
and Death of the Meſttab, have im ented t 


dent ae eee ys nor 4 f 
Do Does the Scripture ſplak d&rwoilMeſe- 


E ——— wy 
Tir Meſſiah; which hen 8% iti ſpake only 


the ffirſſiſuffering: othe fra 


umphing. Whe ner the —— —— : 


e 


clowofrhis! 2 Wa, 10 ood ain wells 


h Notz a * off N 3} 
b | 8 


one. But ar-metitions:the:t wofold' Staten 
this Meſſiah: 1 


cott. = — qr] 


5 
1 R 
PMI ann; 2 : ge * 8. CO ; 4 * = - — * — 
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Werren 
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| of — theyi d dare x not . — reßeck 7 


tinction oft 
ſomt e A called "Azbyecea;' that is, 
than thoſe: 


_ ical: Scripture. * But uß Fierce us . 
this Book is quite 


the zee, or Holy Writings, _ cannot 
4 deny : 


it, becauſe it was receivd by their Fore = 
Fathers ho preceded Chriſt. But about a 
Hundred Years alternden they madea Ne 
Diſtribution of the Books of the Oia Teſia- 
ment, different from their Fathers, and took 
the Book of Dur in our of the middle. of the 
Prophets where it d. Cc f 
it laſt of all. 1 But more Alan this to 4efſcn 
the Credit of this Book, they advi 


hake the Authority of —— 


For they topłk upon them to make a Dil- 
&/ Books? of the Scriptute, and 
made them mot all iuſpirad or canonical, but 


Holy ot linut tho in a lower Claſs 
thoſe: calld inſpired ot canonital Scxip- 


tures. And they put the Book of Daniel in- 


to the inferior Claſs." But in that Book 


Dumel ifpcaks of himſelf as having received 
the —— from an Angel 
of C. Wherein if - he: told us the Truth, 
it muſt be put in the higheſt Claſs of cano- 


through Aal cn 
too; in fathering it all upon 
God! So that the Diſtinction of our modern 
— — aan ſince they 


: Men tobe! foun 


be meant of a Tannꝑle 


Prophecy we have. diſcourſed. innig 287 
D. Let us at preſent leate his-Head, of | 
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1 deny: it to be aun canonical,, AS all. 3 


Fathers oed it before the coming of U. 
| And if they throw: off Dauiei, they muſt 8 
diſcard mα n, crow. For che gites. the hig: 
eſt Atteſtatio v to Daze: thati«ano he given 
to mortal Manz he makes him 01.25 nod 

one of ch et da Rightencao Fg in oi 
lin all ger i „ > 1998 
Andirheqvety/Stangiand . cof Aliſdom: to the 
Wotid niantgad dz tit ic bas fit od 
1 g. What do thegz ny Lto Hg ii. 75 * 
Where! it is fad that, hit iſt Was tai cοe i 
to thè ſecond Le bibo nnmwiflat 
ANI Some crm fag That this h 

ver rr lidbuilt., 1 5 
. Ds. This is denying the Prophecy. For 
it is fail Der. 1 Nil this howle (257 


gluryc dec) Anũvuera po Te glarſiaf this lat 


rer Hoi. ani this: pldea u gius 
& c But Laminot to defendothe Cauſe 


of me 2 It ſeems dc pL 


them in this./. --.... 7-425 dere Dinh 17 fi 
1 ax oidbidpti. wilb haue / ſo much 
Effect With you to eee — 


Prophecy. Have you nany AULL, | ne 
produce for your Coriſt. — 9 — her 
2d O D 2046; 20-360) bus tene 
ni niz H O 0 bold 2d 


d1 4d. n a 


10 


y ne eiten the Wen (yer de ve ide: , | 
— — not only Prophecies of "A 

the Fact, and that from Ro rag wer ——_ 
Worlds naue ke 


Inſtitutions; ord ain d as — — 
. Ring, and to continue till the Fact they 5 
figur d ſhoutd'co toilet: 1 8 
w be eee eee eee 
50 dalre duch were the Sacrifices inſtituted: by 
God immediately upon the Fall and upon bis 
Promiſe of the Life - giving dea, Gen df gu). 
28 Types oh rthat grrat and propitiatury 
Sacrifice fox Sin whith avastoicome (Whole 
Bloog-theyfzw:icommuiualiyithed (in Type) 
in their daily Sacrifices. rt at 
Theſe) werei contin” $qnrithe Heathew/Do- A 
ſterities of q byoimmemoriali Tradizient 
om he aBegining = tho they had forgot | 
the Beginning fl them, b as they had of the 
5.4 dent, —ͤ — 5 


==> Rad: that our Sins were * be 


a by the Blood of 9 ſable in 
our 


Bulls _ 8 take 8 b 
es 5 3 was ee, tre 


— d for the 88255 


Codrus King of the Athenians h 
himſelf on this Account. The like did Cur- 
tius for the Romans, as ſuppoſing himielf the 
brayeſt and moſt valuable of them all, So 
the Decti, the Fals, &c. Ag 


Army. And the King of N. 


ſtead. 2 Kings iii. 22, Thus the ſacrificing 
(not their, Servants. or Slaves, but) their Chil- 
dren, to Moloch is frequently mention d of 


the Feut, which they did in Imitation of 
the Heathen, as it is ſaid, Pſal, cvi. 34, 36, 


37, 38. They were mingled among. the Hea- 
then, and learned their works; and they ſer- 
ved their idols Tea, the 


Px rophet introduceth them arguing thus, 
25 — gg 

0 n iſe 6 
come before him With burnt offeri 


4, .with 


calves, of a gear ald? Hill the. Lord be: pleaſe 
ed 2 * 2 FAN, of with —_— 


7 eres As 
lac * 


an ſacti- 

PM” 

ficd his Daughter Jphigenis) for the Greek | 
oah ſacrific d his 

eldeſt Son that ſhou'd have reigned in his 


e ſacrificed their 
ſons. and their daughters unto the idols of 
Canaan, &c. Porſuane ito which Notion, the 


fall come bs ore the Lord, and 
h Cod? Shall Þ 
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2 the'fow tr: 55 J Si IO ben 6 
They were plainly ſearching after a edit x 1 
der e de ne Satisfaction for Sin. And 
they thought it neceffary. PI MP ie 
Dr. No doubt tlie) thetight' fo. But that 
gd not make it neceſfürỹyß e 
On. The Doctrine of Satisfaction is 4 
Subj ekt by it” ſelf. Wnich 1 have treated 
| Afowhets in my Anfwer to the Examinati- 
on of my laſt Dialogue againſt the 8 
But I am not come ſo far with you yet. 1 
am now only ſpeaking of Sactifices as Types 
of the Sactifiec\ of O. e e e 
$11 01 DR B red; Gd. an 
1 And beſides Saetifice in general, there nA 
were afterwards: ſome- particular Saerifices ap- 
pointed more nearly expreſſive of our Re- 
demption by Chriſt. As the Paſſover, which 
was inſtituted in Memory of the Redempti- | 
on of the Children of Lyrael (that is, the 
Church) out of Egypt (the Houſe of Bon- 
dage of this World, where we are in Servi- 
tude to Sin and Miſery) in the Night when 
God flew'all the firſt/born of the'Egyprians - 
But the Deſtroyer was to paſs over" thoſe 
Houſes where he ſaw the Blood of the PA 
chal Lamb upon the Door · Poſts. And it was 
to be eaten Nick unleavened Bread, expreſs 
Ang the Sincerity of the Heart, without any 
Mixture or Taint of Wickedneſs. And thus 
it is apply'd,! : Cor. v. 7, N out there. 
. 32 Tore 


we „— — FEY" 3 * a — — 
— EE En RO COIN AN EEITISS 0 
* bi 6 „ "IR 18 — 


— PILES 


| gare 5 hs 52h are eee 


neither With the leaven of n 


1 * 1 294 


bur Paſſover is "Jacrificed"" for 

tet Ta the feat, not with 8 yo - 
| matic [ | 
eaneſs, but with the\untleavencd bread 92 n 
cerity. und truth, Wy OY GIAN FRI * 254% 


KR Iv iy: I Ho SY XY To CEE Woe W 55 We Wen 


. Fa, "0 * 


* 8. )* There" aYoable exhibition of Chriſt 


on the great Day of Expiation, which" was but 


once a Year. On Which Day only the High 


Prieſt enter UA the Holy of 'Holies (which - 


repreſented Heaven, Exod. xxv. 40. HA. 


ix. 8. Heb. ix. 24.) with the Blood of the 
Sacrifice, whoſe" Body was Burnt without the 
Camp; toſhew Cs Deteſtation of Sin, and 
that it was to be removed far from us. Ane 
that we muſt go out of the Camp, that is, out 


of this World, bearing our Reproach for Sin, 
before we can be quite freed from it. See 


hoy exactly this was fulfilld in Chriſt, Heb. 


e 12; 13 3; For the Bodies of thoſe 


beaſts whoſe blood is brought into the ſanttuary 
by" the" High-Prieft for Sin, are burnt with- 


ont the camp. Wherefore Feſus alſo,” that he 
might ſa; if the 72 with his" own' blood, 


ſuffered without the gate. Let us go forth 
therefore unto him without the camp, ” beating 
Pls pro; r here 

The other lively Repreſentati. GP hy 7 


* them away for 
5 A + 5 


—— —— 


| ee mn I. 
* ,whichwas — the ſame Day of Ex- | 
piation, Was the Seape. Go at, Lev. XVI. 21, . 
a2 ee Aaron, all l both his hands up- 
le brad of the live goat, Rr dy $464 
| 5 | oo 77 141 — tp "al f 


5 ga, and 
: Foal end 3 the — 4 fit man 
into the W +280 And the goat ſhall 795 
aon bim all 2 eir Iniguities, in | 
inhabited: A ll: let go the, goat. wy 
Sin, Th i fo pit tha Fasel e 
| NCR: We Monet : 0230 499 | 


5 47 nas og 1 ; RPA aac, of 


Chr ife was the Brazen Serpent in the Wilder 


were cut d of the Stings of the fiery Serpents. 
So in looking upon Chriſt by Faith, the Sting 
of the old Serpent the Devil is taken away. 
And the 1 up the Serpent did repreſent 
Chriſt's being liſted up upon the Croſs. Chriſt 
| 7 2 the 7 Wh, Hi 1 7 
Moſes - lifted up the ſenpent in the wilderneſs, 
even ſo muſt the | meg ha be lifted ups 
that unhoſos ver L in * en 
periſh, but Here eternal life. wi STA 
DAN NOTES en kong wands, ata va 
a "(5.4 He as likewiſe. > hd by the 
Manna. For he was the true Bread that 
ne . om: deaven to nouriſh, ug Un⁰ẽjü 
a = Job. n. 31 to Tet 


020! prluged. . 


(OF As 


nels, by looking upon which the People 


F ²˙ .A. Da, Gn A 


TRY” TT TWITTER. 
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| e "TEM "ou wy Was heyy 1 > n x. a be. 


Glory in the Temple, in which-God:app 


* 


flowed out to give them Drink in the Wilders. | 


Drink, tle hey was allo . conſtant Gui 
and led them in a Pillar of Fire by Night, 
and of a Cloud by Day. And the Cloud of 


was by the Fews underſtood as a — of: the. 
Meſſiah, who 5 8775 i e or nn 
nal of God. FLY H 
% 8 

(3.) The Sabbath i 15 call's e of 
Chriſt. Col. ii. 17. It was a Figure of that 
eternal Reſt procurd to us by Cbriſt. Theres 
fore it is call'd a Sign of the Perpetual Co- 
unn Exod. Xi. 16. 1 men XX, 124 


HA 


1h; And ſuch a Sign was (ths: T 


"$i 7 44% 5 


. at 
Jeruſalem. At which Place, and none other, 


the Sacrifices of the Fews were to be offer d, 


Deut. xii. 11, 13, 14. Becauſe 


„ Was 


to be ſacrificd there, and as token of it, 


thoſe Sacrifices which were I 


| him were 


to be' offer d only there. e C 


Ando great Streſs was laid up 


no Sin of the Jews is 1 — | 


their Breach of this Command. It was a Blot 
let upon their ſeveral Reformations, other- 
wiſe good and 


— — — — — 2  ” 


"0 
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cuba 1 1 5 
(6.) As alſo by the Rock whence the Watts | 
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i bd unto them, I g0 289, ur, and 


r 


n e 1 not . 9 1 is is | 
mark d as the great Defect in the Reformation 
of Aſa, 1 Kings XV. 14. of Fehoſhaphar, | 


Kings xxii. 43. of Zehoaſh;. 2 Kings xik 3. 
of Amagiab, 2 Kings xv. 4. of Jotham, ver. 
35. But they were taken away by Hege liab, 
2 Kings xviii. 4. And the People inſtructed to 
ſacrifice and b | 


2 Chron. xxxii. 12. Iſai. xxxvi. 2. 


urn Incenſe at Stada _ 


There was likewiſe a further Deſign, of pro- | 
vidence in limiting their Sacrifices to Feruſa- 
Jem, which was, That after the great Pro- 
pitiatory Saexifice- of Chriſt had been once 


offer d there, God: was; to remove the Fetus 
from Jeruſalem, that they might have no Sa- 
5 crifice at all (as, for that Reaſon, they have 
not had in any Part of the World near theſe 


Seventeen hundred Years paſt) to inſtruct them. 


That (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to them, / Heb. 


x. 26.) there remaineth no more (or other) 


ſucriſice for fins. And ſince by the Law their 


Sins were to be purged by Sacrifice, they hay 
now no way to purge their Sins; to force 
them (as it were to look back upon that only 


Sacrifice which — 4 And till 


2 return to that, they muſt have no Sacri- 
ſice at ee but die in their Sins. „ 
9 
Fer ij ye believe not that 
— be, 1 e on _ ogg 2 Xi. 


- a 
C8 + LES F-) of a 2 oh 


At the Derr eg the Me ink, oſs e Ci 4 
Feruſalem and the Sanctuary ſhou'd be de- 
ſtroy d, and that the Sacrifice ſhou'd ceaſe, E. 
ven until the conſummation, and that deter- 
mined ſhall ve F poured «gp ASS rege eee "ak 
ix. 26, 27. Fo 
And this ' Deſolation of theirs, 6 what 

was determin d upon them, was told them 
likewiſe by Hoſes, Chap. ili. 4. For rhe 
children of 1ſrazl ſball abide many days wirb. 
out a king, and without a prince, and with- 
out a ſacrifice.” But he ſays in the next Verſe, 
That in the latter days they ſhall return, und 
ſeek the Lord their God, and David their 
king. That is, the Son of David theit Prince 
and Meſſah: As he eur df de Prives, | 
Dai. u 5 
Thus as Salvation was of the Fews, bs 
cauſe Chriſt was to come of them; ſo this 
Salvation was only to be had at Fernſalem, 
where he was to ſuffer, 756 * S ee DA 
Salvation was boar be had. 


17 555 


6s) De: This bet 5 . the e eb. 
And if I were a Few it would move me, * 
cauſe they never were ſo long before vith- 
our King, Temple, or Sactiffee © 

Cnr. But the Prophecies of it, ank ey 
fulfilled as you have ſeen; and Chrift being 
ſo. plainly pointed at, and the Place of his 
"I . Sacrifie 0 Fefe 


„„ * 


8 Fo rand Wea ha, this Wee Sea 
to ceaſe throughout the World, to ſhew - 
they were fulfilld: All this is a ſtrong Evi- 
dence to you of the Truth of theſe things, 
and of our Jeſus being the ne, or Ci, 
who was prophely'd of. 

Dx. I cannot deny but tare” is fomerhing 
remarkable in this, which I will take . WP, 
conſider. But I do not ſee how the 
_ ſtand out againſt this. Becauſe this 2x4 

n by Daniel of the Meſſiah, that ſoon 

2 nis Death the Sacrifice ſhou d ceaſe, can 
not agree v4 any aſter-Meſſj, ah Who bond 
now come ſo nt. Ages after 455 Sacrifce 
Has. ceas d. 85 8 
CR. 3 we have fallen: into __ Sul „ 
je of the Fews; I will give vou another 
Prophecy which cannot be fulfill d in any 1 
ter-Mefiah whom the Fews expect. And it 
will, be alſo a Confirmation to you. of the 
Truth of the e of the Holy Serif, 
tures,” - rt 8 18 

Thus God ſpeaks, * er. Xxxiii. "20, 2 21, 26 

Thus ſaith the Lora if you can break my Cc. 

venant of the day, and my covenant f the 


ght, and that there ng not be day. and 
28807 in their 3 7 yy alſo my cb. 
venant be broten with Davi my ſer van, 


that he ſhould not have a ſon to reign pon 
bis throns; And with the Levites, the Prieſts, 
n miniſters. As the hoſt of heaven cannot 
e der . neither the * 1 the ſea Mes. 


(ured: 


ſured So will I Dale oils + feed uf D * 1 e 
* ſervant,” and the” Levites' that anon N 


vites, ſaith the Lord. And as it is thus ap- 
this evangelical Prieſthood is multiply d as 
ly call'd) not like the Tribe of Levi, . 


they are fulfilłd: So here, after this Son of 


any after - Meſſiah ſhou'd a 
ther he were of the Lineage of Dauia : Nor 
Levites now among them 
2 all Nations; and yet ꝓreſerv 


flin& People from allcbe Earth, due wirkoue | 
1 i ky ge King, or Frieſt, 


Now let the Iris tell in which Son dt 
Ded this is fulfill d, ee rr. in g 


- Ai how this is — good to the Prieſts | 
and Levites, otherwiſe: than as 1I/atah pro- 
pheſy'd Chap. Ixvi. 21. And I will alſo tale 
of them (the Gentiles) for prieſts and for Le- 


ply'd 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. and e vida. - 
the Stars of Heaven, (which they are frequent - 


cou'd not afford Prieſts to all the earth. 
"Ami as I aid before of Feruſalem and — 
Sacrifices' there, that they are czas'd,” toſhew 


David was come, all his other Sons ccas d, 
and the very Genealogy of their Tribes, and 
ſo of Judah, is loſt, as alſo of the Tribe of 
Levi; fo that the eus can never tell, if 
ppeùr, whether he 
were of the Tribe of Judab, fat leſs, he- 


n EY TIS 22 by 
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can they ſhew the Genealogy of any: men all 


This is occaſion d by their bring diſpesd 
vd a di- 


— 


| Ws 1 ths or 1 "Apa they arvigiuia | 


preſetrved by the Providence of Gad, (ſo as 


N 
a. 


Prophecies concerning them, and the. Judg 
ments pronounced againſt them for their cru⸗ 


_ »*cifying their Mæſſiah; And that their Conver- 


never any Nation was ſince the Foundation 


of the World) to ſhew the fulfilling of the 2 


ſion may be more apparent to the World, and 


their being gather d out of all Nations, and re- 
ſtot d to Feruſalem (as is promis d them) when 
4 they ſhall come to acknowledge their HMeffiah. 


And God not permitting them to have any 
King or Governor upon Earth, ever ſince 


their laſt Diſperſion by the Romans (leſt they 


might ſay, That the Scepter was not departed 


| . re till ne . 


rom Fadah) is to convince them (when Gad 
ſhall take the Veil off their Heart) That no 


other Meſſiah: who can come hereafter. can 


anſwer this Prophecy of Jeremiah, or thar 


of Facob, that the Scepter ſhou — —__ 


4 « $- x x N 
1 8 
3 : 


- ak ) And it it is adobe to „ 1 
expreſſly their preſent State is prophely'd. of, 
that it cou'd not be more literal, if it _ 
to be worded now by ys who ſee it; 


that they ſhou'd be ſeattęrd into all — 
tries, ſifted as with a/Sigye among all: Nati- 


ons, yet preſervd a People; And that Co 
2 v. an ins Eng 10 * d 


10 


27 ſeen it fulfil 1d. upon the * Empires mm 
the 
one 


4 ſ[yrians, Chaldeans, and Romans, Who 
frer the other had miſerably waſted the 
Jews) but that the Name of the Jes, (the | 


feweſt and the pooreſt of all Nations) ſhou'd te. 


main fox ever, and they a People diſtin from 
all the Nations in the World, tho! ſcatter'd a- 


mong them all. Read the Prophecies expres 
upon this Point. Fer. xxx. 1 f. XxxI. 36, 37. 


XXXIii. 24, 25, 26. Xl vi. 28. Tai. xxvii. 7. XXIX, 


7,8, liv. 9, 10. IV. 8. Exel. vi. 8. xi. 16, ä 
E 16. Amos. F > 3g uf Sec. 8 4 9. 


And it was foretold them long before, That 
thus it wou d be, Lev. XXVI. 44. and this in 
the latter day 9. Deut. iv. 27, 309, 31. Thus 


Moſes told KS Ph of it ſo long before, as the 


after Prophets frequently. And you ſee all 


theſe Prophecies literally fulfill'd and fulfilling. 


The like cannot be ſaid of any othet Nation 


_ ever was upon the Earth! So deſttoy d, and fo 


preſery'd! And for ſo longa Time! Having Vorn 
out all the great Empires of the World, and fill 
ſurviving them ! To fulfil what was further 


4 propheſy d of them to the Ehd of the World. 


D x. I cannot ſay but there is ſomething very 


| ſurprizing i in this. I never thought of ir before. 


It is a living Prophecy, which we ſee fulfilled 
and ill fulfilling at this Day before our Eyes. 


Fot we are ſure theſe Prophecies Were not 


coin'd. yeſterday. And they arc as cxpre 5 and 


particular, as they were to be. wrote. now, 


afrer the Events are ſo far come to pals. 5 
. ae 


0 
4 
« 

A 
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” Chrif before. he came, by the many and fla- 
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grant Prophecies of him; and by the Types 
Fkepfeſenting him: So was the Door for ever 

hut after him, by thoſe Prophecies being all 

- Fulfill'd and compleated in him, and applica- | 
ble to none who ſhou'd come after him; 
And by all the Types. ceaſing, the Shadows 
vaniſhing when the Subſtance was come. No 
Meſſiah can come now, before the Scepter 
depart from Fudah, and the Sacrifice from 
Fern ſalem. Before the Sons of David (all 
except Chriff) ſhall ceaſe to fit upon his 
Throne. None can come now, within Four 


hundred and ninety Years of the Building of 


the ſecond Temple; nor come into that very 
Temple, as J have before ſhew'd was expreſſly 
propheſy d by Daniel and Haggai. e 

DE. I know not What the JEWS 4 can. tay, 
who own theſe Prophecies, _ 

Cur, They ſay, That the coming of the 
"Meſſiah at the Time ſpoke of in the Prophets, 
has been delay'd becauſe of their Sins. 
D. Then it may be delay 'd for ever, 1 
they can tell us when they will grow better. 
But howeyer theſe Prophecies have failed 
which ſpoke of the Time of the Metals 
coming. And they can neyer be a Proof 
"hereafter, becauſe the Time is paſt. So that, 
e to , VL. were made for no = | 

1 Ke 1 We e; 


4 
= Fs 


be : = 
ia 


| 7 mud. lit. Co Synedrio, and de Po zderib, 
&c.* SA & 5 3 | 5 LES 
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pale ; "unleſs to ſthew that they Vele Valle | 
15 is, no Prophecies at all! wn 4 


But were theſe Prophecies upon dit 


Or was it aid that tie Coming of the M 72 op 
ab ſhould be delay d if the Jeu, were linful? 


CHR. No. So far from it, That it was ex. 
preflly - propheſy'd that the Coming of the 
Meſſiah ſhou'd be in the moſt ſinful State of 


the Jews, and to purge their Sins. Dan. ix. 


24. Zech. xiii. 1. And the ancient Tradi- 


tion of the Fews was purſuant to this, That 


at the Coming of the Meſiah the Temple 
ſhould be a Den of Th hieves. Rabbi Juda in 
Maſoreta. And a Time of great Corruption. | 


But- more han this, the very Cale i is pit 
of their being moſt ſinful, and it is expreſſly 
ſaid, That this ſhould not hinder the fulfil- 


ling of the Prophecies concerning the Coming 
of the Meſſiah, ſpoke of as the ſon of David. 


2 Sam, vii. 14, 15, 16. Pal. Ixxxix. 30. 2 
3 

But it Was propheſy'd chat they mould not 
know their Mef/ah, and ſhould: reje& him 
when he came; that he ſhould be 2a Stone of 
fumbling, and a Rock of offence to them. 
22 vill. 14, 15. And that heir Eyes ſhould 

cloſed, that they ſhould not underſtand their 


own Prophets; chap. xxix.' 9, 10, 11. That 
their Builders thould reject the H ad Stone of 
ut Corner, TIE exviii. 22. And the like 
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their Sin n 


ms Ys The Bab, 


in ſevcral- other Places of iber vet Prophets. 


And thus they miſtook the Prophecy concern - 
ns the comi 


ing of Elias, whom it is ſaid they 
not, but did to him what they lifted, 
an 10 the fame of Chriſt. Matth. F 
And it is ſaid, 1 Cor. il. 3, That had they 
knows it, they. wal Ia nat ue: crucified. the 
Lord of Glory ET, 
DE. This indeed ſolves the 1 
both thoſe of the Coming of the Meſſiah, 
and of the cus not knowing him, and there- 


fore rejecting him. And likewiſe obviates this 


Excuſe, of theirs, for if they were very ſinful | 
at that Time, it was a greater Puniſhment of 
& to know, and to rcje their 
Meſſiah, that his not coming at that Time 
would have been. 
CR. The great Sin e for which | 


they were puniſhed by ſeveral Captivities, was 


their Idolatry, the laſt and longeſt of which 
Captivities was that of ſeventy Years in Baby- 
lon. Since which time they have forſaken 
their Idolatry, and have never been national- 
ly guilty of it ſince, but always had it in the 
utmoſt Abhorrence. But ſince their rejecting 


their Meſfah, they haye been now near Seven- 
teen hundred Years not in a Captivity, where 
they might be all together, and enjoying their 


own Law, Government, and Worſhip, in ſome. 


Manner; but diſperſed over all the Woes, 


ountry of their, on, or King, or 
1 mple, or. Sacrifice, or. 207 Pro- 
* * 


 Tefiament, which 1 all Me. Marks, of 5 
a 07 Temes, 194 bu, Bube 


th Oral. 107 
phet to 1 * or give them * 
of a Reſtoration... And all this. come upon 
them, not for their old Sin of Idolatry, but 
from that curſe. they, imprecated upon them · 
ſelves, when they erucified their Meſſab, ſay- 
ing, His blood be an us, and an aur children, 

Which cleaves unto them from that Day to 
this, and is viſible to all the World but 10 
them ſelves! And What other Sin can they 


think greater than Idolatry, for, which they 


have been puniſhed ſo much more terribly | 


than. for- all their Idolatries; what other Sin 5 IT 


can this be, but their crucifying their Meſſ- 
ah ! And here they may ſee their ſinful State, 
which they alledge as an Excuſe for their 
Meſſiah's. not coming at the Time foretold 
by the Prophets, rendered ten fold more ſine 
ful, by their rejecting him when he came. 

Dx. This is a full Anſwer, and convincing 
as to the Fetus. *. ee Ne any more to 
n e 77 1 


** ** 


; p 
N 
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* which may come under this Headof Ty es, 


and that is, Perſons ho repreſented Chniſt in 


loyroalparrigulons, 366 dme be call'd.Per- 
ſonal Types. 1 


And 1 will not apply theſe. out — hegs® a 
Head, but as they are apply 'd in the New. 


# . 4 
> 
A 


than wess "Rs thoſe Matks' we are e now upon; 
their Authority is indiſputable, 
_ "(5 T begin with Adam, who gave us 


Life, and Death too. And Chriſt came by his 


Death to reſtore us to Life again, even Life 
eternal. Hence Chriſt is call'd the ſecond 


Adam, and Adam is callid the Figure of 
Chrift. The Parallel betwixt them is inſiſt- 


ed on, Rom. v. 12. to the end, and 1 Cor. 


XV. 45. to 50, Eve receivd her Life from 
Adam, as the Church from Chriſt. She was 


taken out of the Side of Adam when he was 


in a dead Sheep; and after Chriſt was dead, 
the Sacraments of Mater and Blood flow'd 


out of His Side, that is, Baptiſm whereby we 


are born into Chriſt, and the Sacrament of 
his Blood, whereby we are "way" 4 into 3 


cternal Life. 


(2.) Enoch * carry d wp / bodily lags Hea- 
Ent : As Elijah. One under the Patriarchal, 


the other under the Legal Diſpenſation. In 


| both, the Aſcenſion of Chriſt was prefigured. 
(3 55 Noah, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs to 


— 


the old World, and Father of the new. Who 


ſay'd the Church by Water, the like Figure 


whereunto even Baptiſm doth ny ow "ee | 


: us, 1 Dei. ut 8, 1 

(4 Melchiſedec, that is, Ki ing of Righte: 
oufneſs, and King of Peace, and Prieſt of the 
moſt High "God who was made like unto 


the Son of Cod, a Prieſt nen % "Heb. 
— / 3. 


, 


60 Ana, 


es Od. ot Je 


„ WV 3 8 


e but in e ſrall thy FE be ues 


- Avid the Friend of God * wr | 
ther of the Faithful, the Heir of the World, 
Rom. iv. . In whom all the . of | 
the Earth are bleſſed, Gen, xviii. 18. a 

(s.) Iſaac, the Heir of this Tante was 


born after his Father and Mother Were both | ; 


paſt the Age of Generation in the Courſe of 


Nature, Cen. xVii. 17. kviii. 11. Nom. iv. 
19. Heb. xi. 11, 12. The neareſt Type 
that cou'd be to the Generation os” N 
wholly, without a Man. 


And his Sacrifice had a very n near N 


blance to the Sacrifice and Death of Chriſt, 


who lay three Days in the Grave, and Iſaac 


was three Days a dead Man (as we ſay in 
Law) under the, Sentence of Death, Gen. 


XXii. 4. Whence Abraham received him in a 


Figure, Heb. xi. 19. that is, of the Reſur- 


rection of Chriſt. And Abraham was com- 
manded to go three Days Journey to ſacrifice 
T/aac upon the ſame Mountain (according to 


the Ancients) where Chriſt was crucify'd; and 


where Adam was bury'd. Again the com- 


mon Epithet of Chriſt, i. e. The only begot- 
ten of the Father, and his beloved E. were 


both given to Iſaac, Gen. xxii. 2. Heb. xi. 


17. For he was the only Son that was be- 
gotten in that miraculous Manner, after both 


his Parents were decay'd by Nature: And 


he was the only Son of the Promiſe, which 


was not made to the Seed of Abe in 


n. 


— 


He? 
*. 
SE * 


1 10 The T7505 ph 


Gen. xxil\ 12. He ſaith not, Aal 2 eras, 
as of many, but as of one. And fo thy A 
. which 1s Chriſt. Gal. iii. 16. | 
And as 1/faac, which ſignifies rejoyeing, or. 
9 laughing for Foy, was. thus the only begotten 
of his Parents, ſo Abram ſignifies the glorious 
| 3 and Abraham (into which his Name 
Was chang d on the Promiſe of Laa, Gen. 
xvii. 5, 16.) ſigniſies the Father of a Multi. 
rude, to expreſs the coming in of the Gen- 
Tiles to Chriſt, and the Enereaſe of the Gol- 
pel; whence. it is there; 125 to Abraham, a 
Father of many nations have I made thee. 
And in 2275 ee 4 the, nations of. the. earth | 
BE be bleſſed. .. 
Lſaac ty was born he Nane 2 "PR | 
oman, repreſented the Chriſtian Church, 
in Oppoſition to Iſbmael who was born alter 
the Fleſh, of a bond-Maid, and ſignify d the 
Jewiſh Church under the Law. See this Al- 
leren carry d on, Gal, iv. 21. to the end. 
(7.) Jacob his Viſion of the Ladder (Cen. 
xXXxViii. 12.) ſhews the Intercourſe which was 
open d by Chriſt bet wixt Heaven and Earth, 
by his making Peace. And to this he alludes 
when he ſays, Hereafter you ſhall ſee heaven 
open, and the angels of God aſcending and de. 
Jeending upon the ſon of Man. Joh. i. 15. 
And Jacob's wreſtling with the Angel (Cen. 
Xxxii. 24. Gee. Hofe xii. 4.) And as it were 
| prevailing over him by Force to bleſs him, 
ſhevs the ſtrong and A ans 


of Ch 7 5 Wheels 7: (as he: Cary it, | Mark r 


SP, OOTY ON 
Chriſtiquuty, e N 
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xi. 18.) Heaven fuffereth. pg, and the 
violent take it by forge. Whence the Name 


. of. Jacob Was then turn, d to Afract, thar is, 


one who prevails upon God, t has Power 
over him. God reprelenting inifolf here 
25 Oyercome by us. And the Name of Iſtae ral 
was ever after given to, the Churehb. 15 
much more ſo When Chri/t came, as he ſaid, 
Matth.. xi, 12. From the days of Fohn the 


Baptiſt until nous, the kingdom of heaven ſuf- 


 fereth; uiolence, &c. that is, from the firſt 


Promulgation of Chriſt being come. Thence- 


forward the Gentiles began to preſs, into the 
_ Goſpel, and as by Force to take, it from the 
Jews. This was ſignify'd in the Name 74. 


cob, that is, a Supplanter, for the Gentiles ä 


here ſupplanted their elder Brother the 8 


and ſtole the Blefling and H Thi, from 
t . b 

(8) Joſeph. was old by his 3 Gas of 
Evy. But it prov d the Preſeryation of them 
and all their Families. And Chriſt, was fold 
by his Brethren ont of Envy, Mark xv. 10. 


- which prov'd the Means of their. Redemption. 


And Chriſt, as Foſeph, became Lord over 15 ; 


ethren. 8 


(9,) . Moſes calls Chrif a [Prophet like unta 


himſelf. Deut. xviii. 18. Ile repreſentec 
| Chriſt the great Law.giver. And his dels 


— Iſrael out of f was a Type of 
5 25 Grits 


112 ! = The Tab of... 


| Chrift' s 3 his Church dom "the lee: 
dag e of Sin: and Hell. r 
Tis) Foſhuz, calld alſo Jeſus, Jeb. iv. 
8. overcame all the Enemies of Ifrael, and 
ave them Poſſeſſion of the Holy Land, which 
Was a Type of Heaven. And Chriſt appear- 
ed to Foſhua, as Captain of the Hoſt of the 
Tord. of. V. 14. So that Joſtus was his 

Lieutenant repreſenting m 

(If.) Sampſon, who by his ſingle Valour 
and his own Strength overcame the Philiſtines, 
and New more at his Death than in all his 
HR, Fas 4 Rogan wig of Chrift, who 


; g on arm 
— Lim wk nh Iſai. Hill. 3, 3. But 
his Death compleated His Victory, whereby 
5 Wee Power of _ Enemy, 
4 boiled principalities powers, 
be N 3 n 
| over them in his croſs. Col. ii. 18. 
(12,) David, whoſe Son Chriſt is call'd, 
ſpeaks frequently of him in his own Perſon, 
and in Events which cannot be apply'd to 
David, as fal. xvi. 10. Thou wilt not leave 
my foul in hell, nor ſuffer thine holy one to 
fee corruption. For David has ſeen Corrup- 
tion. ili. is ſaid to ſit upon the Throne 
of David. *Ifai. ix. 7. And Chriſt is call'd 
by the Name of David; Hol. iii. 85 and 
1 in bra e hb Did 
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creding the Glory of his 
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2 quid Treg Shepherd ee a 23 
and à Prophet, denoting the threefold Office 


of Chrift,” Paſforal, Re ral and Prophetical. 
eſt of Men, his peace- 
able and magnificent Reign, repreſented the 


(.) Solomon, the wi 


triumphal State of C briff's Kingdom, which. 
Is deſcrib'd, Pal. lxxii. (inſcrib'd for Solo. 
non, there 'eall'd'7he — be ſon) but far ex- 
cign, or what can 
Poſlibly" be apply d to him, "as ver. 5, 8, 11, 
17. But his Reign came rhe neareſt of any to 
that univerſal and glorious Reign there de- 
ſerib'd,” particularly in his being choſen to 
build the Temple, becauſe he Was a Man of 
Peace and had ſhed no Blood like David his 
Father, who conquer'd the Enemies of Iſrael, 
but Solomon built the Church, in full Peace; 


and as it is particularly ſet down 1 Kings vi. 
= and no doubt he was order'd by God fo to 


, That the houſe when it was in building, 
was built of ſtone made ready. before it war 


 broupht thither : So that there was neither 


hammer nor ax; nor any tool of iron p heard # in 
the houſe' while it was in building. Which 


did denote that the Church of Chrif ws to be 


built, not only in Peace, but without Noiſe 
or Confuſion, as Iſaiah propheſy'd of him, 


chap: xlii. 2. "He ſhall not ery, nor tift up, nor 


cauſe his voice to be heard in\the ſtreet : a bruj- 
ſed reed ſball he not break, &c. He was not to 


conquer with the Sword, as tlie Ifruelites fab- | 


ded maps Var to overcome Jy Mecknels, 


8 
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_ hw ad to his des "and FIRE: 


ſuffering /all.Injurics from them. And o he 

taught his followers, as St. Paul ſays,” 2 Tam. 
ii. 24. The ſervant of the Lord muſt _ 
ſtrive bur gentle unto. all men — un 
mee tue z, infredting thoſe. that e rhem- 
 ſetves, &c. ee 

And 1 cannot think but there. was lame 
Imitation of this peaceable Temple. of Solo- 
mon, in the Temple of Janus among the 
Romans ; for that was never to be ſhut but 
in Time of Peace. Which happen d rarely 
among them, but three times in all their 
Hiſtory. The laſt was in the Reign of Au- 
us, in which. time Chriſt came into the 

orld, when there was a profound and uni- 
verſal Peace. And ſo it became the Prince 
of Peace, whoſe Birth Was thus proclaimd 
by the Angels, Lak. ii. 14. Glory to God on 
high, and on earth peace, good n ur 
men. But 090 en:! 
_.(14,) Jonah s */ refer 145 Days and Nights 
in 2 Jelly of the Whale, was a Sign of 
Chriſt's being ſo long in the Heart of the Lach. 
Cbriſt e an * ee 2 
Ii. 410. oy ahh 
..) But as. there were hana Perſans, at | 
ſeveral Times, repreſenting and A ing 
ſeycral Particulars of the Life and Death of 
_ Chriſt : So there was one ſtanding and con- 
tinual R epreſentation of him appointed in the | 
FRO ot © . Hi Law. 


cle le mſtrat 11 


7:4 Wo entering into the Holy of Holi _— 3; 
in a Year, with the Blood of the great Ex- 
piatory Sacrifice, and he only, to 4 A- 

tonement for Sin, did lively repreſent our 
_ great High-Prieſt entering into Heaven, once 
for all, with his own Blood, to expiate the 
Sins of the whole World. "This i is largely in- 
ſited upon in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
chap. vil. vill, . x. 
And our Deliverance by the Death of 
Chrift is repreſented, as in a Picture, in that 
Ordinance of the Law, That the Man-ſlayer 
who fled to one of the Cities of Refuge, (which 
were all of the Cities of the Levztes) ſhou'd 
. not come out thence till the Death of the 
„ High- Prieſt, and no Satisfaction be taken till 
I then, and then he ſhou'd be acquitted and 
| Return into the land of his Foſſe fo on. Num. 
— 6, 235 26, . IS: 
And! doubt not but the Gentiles had from 
10 their Ahle or Temples: of Refuge for 
Criminals. | TT 
(i.) DE. There is a | Reoimblance in in theſe 
things. But I wou d not have admitted them as 
a Proof, if you had not ſupported them, at 
leaſt moſt of them, with the Authority of the 
New Teftament, And it was not neceſſary 
that every one ſhould be named in it; for 
thoſe that are. named are only occaſionally, 
| And 1 muſt take time to conſider of the Evie 
„ KK dences you have brought for the Authority of | 
we the New 7 eftament, which you have __ 
| | I 2 | 


_ 2 


rendered theſe 4 i which J 2275 
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full a8 great, ich not greater than the Evidences | 


| "or the 0% Teſtament. SY 


nx. I may ſay greater Ed this Head of 5 


i Prophecics and Types, becauſe theſe are no 
Ptoofs till they are fulfilled, Tho then they 


prove the Truth of theſe Prophecies: and Types. 


And fo the one confirms the other. But the 


whole Evidence of the Law is. not made ap- 


parent till we ſee it fulfilled in the 2 


For which Reaſon I call the Goſpel the ſtrongeſt 
Proof, not only as to itſelf, but likewiſe as 


3 the Law. And the Jews, AS much as in 
them lies, have invalidated this ſtron geſt 


Proof for the Ola. Teſtament, which is "= | 


aL ; * 


Fact but tha of our. 7 5 Nous ever "had 
this evidence of Prophecies and Types from 


the Beginning, 16 never can any other Fact | 
have it now While the World laſts. _ 


(2.) DE. Why do you ſay, Never can have 
it? For may not God make what Fact he 
pleaſes, and give it What Evidence he pleaſes ? 

CHR. But it cannot have the Evidence that 
the Fact of Chriſt has, unleſs at that Diſtance - 
of Time hercafter, as from the Beginning of 
the World to this Day. Becauſe God took 
Care that the Evidence of Chrift ſhould come 
mence from the very Beginning, in the Pro- 


miſe of kim Leg: to . and to be re» 


r — 


newed | 


3 


„„ ff dd . eres 


the ſame Compaſs of Time that has gone to 


confirm this Evidence, elſe it has not the 
ſame Evidenge. 


68.) Dn. By this 3 65 . 


grows ſtronger the longer it continues, ſince 
you ſay, That the Prophecies of the Scriptures 
reach to the End of the World, And ſo will be 


further and further fulfilling every Day. 


I.zis is contraty to what one of your Dogo 
has lately advanced, who pre- _ t 
tends to calculate the Age of. Cate eologis 
Evidences, That in 1 5 a 5 
Time they decay, and in ſuch. e e 
à Time muſt die. And that 
the Evidence of Chriſtianity having laſted. hs - 
long, is upon the Decay, and muſt year out 
ſoon, if not Jupply a bs ſome Freſh. and new : 
Evidence. 75 
nk. This may be true 4 to Fable * 4 8 
have. no. Foundation. But is that Prop ecy I. 
mention d to . you, of the Dilperſon: and vet 
wonderful Preſeryation of the; 1 . | 
cyident.to you, becauſe. it 
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bs [x 3 : "believed. 


e „ 


th, B. N 338 is much more, 8 for 9 — 1s 


newed by. the, Prophets i in all 0 e . 

till he ſhould: come. And the Evidence of 
him after his Coming (in which I have in- 
ſtanc d) and which, continues to this Day, be- 

fore it can belong to any other, muſt have 
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believed d Word of them; 5 wanders” 

at the Aſſurance of. thoſe who venturd to 
. foretel ſuch Improbable- and almoft impoſſi- | 
ble things. | 

And I ſhould have Wendt the lame of 5 
what you have; told me'of your Chrift, fore- 
telling the Progreſs of his Goſpel at the firſt 
ſo very ſlender Appearance of it, and by ſuch, 
weak and improbable Means, as only ſuffer- 
ing and dying for it, which to me would have 
ſeem d perfect Deſpair, and a Siving up the i 
Cauſe. 5 | 

I ſhould have thou; zh r et (as 'of others) | 
who prophecy of 7 — after their Time, that 
they might not be contradicted while. they 
liv'd. 

But my ſeeing ſo abel > theſe PFrofhtdics 
concerning the Zews, and the Progreſs of 
the Goſpel; come to pals fo long Time after, 
is the only thing that makes me lay Streſs 
upon | them, and Which makes them ſeem | 

wonderful to we. 
Cx. When heProphibells ſhall al be fully 
compleated at the End of the World, they 
will then ſeem ſtrongeſt of all. They will then 
be undeniable, when Chriſt ſhall viſibly de- 
ſcend from Heaven (in the fame Manner as 
he aſcended) to execute both what he has 
promis d and threaten d. And in the mean 
time, the Prophecies loſe none of their Force, 
but their Evidence encreaſes, as 7he Li o: 


A * unto the 
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enn Dx. Iobſerve you have made no uſe 
of that common Topick of the Truth and Sin- 
cerity of the Pen- Men of the Scriprures, and 
what Intereſt they cou'd have in ſetting up 
theſe things if they had been falſe. For this can 
amount at moſt but to a Probability. And you 
having produc'd thoſe Evidences which you 
think infallible, it might ſeem a Leſlening of 
your Proof to inſiſt upon bare err | 
; 50 that I ſuppoſe you give that up. 


(r.) No, S In, I give it not up, tho I have not 


made it the chief Foundation of my Argument. 
And if it were but a Probability, it wants not 
its Force, for it is thought unreaſonable to 
deny a flagrant Probability, where there is not 
as ſtrong a Probability on the other Side, for 
then that makes a Doubt. But otherwiſe, 
Men generally are ſatisfy'd with Probabilities, 
for that is the greateſt Part of our Knowledge. 5 
If we will believe nothing but what carries an 
infallible Demonſtration along with it, We 
muſt be Scepricks in moſt things in the World. 
And ſuch were never thought the wiſeſt Men. 


But beſides, a Probability may be ſooner diſ- 


cern d by ſome than the Infallibility of a De- 
monſtration. Therefore we ER not toy aids 
Probabilities. | 
But in this Caſe, Ithink titel! is an a infallible = 
Aſſurance, as infallible as the Senſes of all Man- 
kind, And I ſuppoſe you will not ask a greater. 


(2.) DE. How can you ſay that? When the 


5 of * and Death it ſelf, is 5 
%%% a 
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but a Probability of 55 'T rruth of whati pid , 
Errors, he 7 N 
4 os ior hy N ee them true: 
And Men may be deceiyd in their Judgments, 

e ſee many Examples of it. But if the Facts 

related be ſuch, as that it is impoſſible for 
thoſe who tell them to be impos d upon them- 
ſelves, or for thoſe to whom they are told to 
believe them, if hot true, without ſuppoſing 
an univerſal Deception of the Senſes of Man- 
kind, then I hope I have brought the Caſe 
up to. that infallible Demonſtration 1 promis d. 
And this is the Caſe of the Facts related in 
Holy . Sctipture, They were told by thoſe 
Who ſaw, them, and did them, and they were 
told to thoſe who ſaw them likewiſe themſelves; 
and the Relators appeal d to dis. So that here 
8 cou d be no. Deccit. - bg 127 7887 1 

Dx. I grant there is a great Wan Fg 

twixt Errors in Opinion, and in Fact. And 

that ſuch (XY as are told of Moſes and of 

Chriſt, cou d not have paſs d upon the People 
then alive, and who were laid to have ſcen 
them. And 1; 11 that both Moſes, Chriſt, 

and the Apoſtles, Aid appeal to what the Peo- 

ple they ſpoke. to had ſcen themſelves: 
Gus. with this Conſideration, their pa- 

tient Suffering even unto Death for the Truth 

of What they. Loi, wil 1 85 4: 11 a 


That none of the Apoſtates from Chriſtia. 
nity did attempt to detect any Falſhood in 
the Facts; tho they might have had great 


Roman Emperors: being then Perfecutors of 
Chriſtianity, and for Three hundred Years 
after Chriſt, And Julian the Emperor after: 
wards'turn'd Apoſtate, who had been initia- 
ted in the Sacra of Chriſtianity, yer cou d not 
he detect any of the Facts. 
(.) And it Was a partieular Providence ge 
the further Evidence of Chriſtianity. That 
all the Civil Governments in the World were 
againſt it for the firſt Three hundred Years, 
leſt it might be faid; (as it is "ridiculouſly in 
your Amintor) T hat the Awe of the Civil 
Government might hinder” thoſe who $517 
make' the Detection. | 
Now, SI R, to apply all hates have faid; 
1 deſire you 'wou'd compare theſe Evidences 
1 have brought for Chriſtianity, - with thoſe 
that are pleaded fot any other Religion. 
There are but Four in the World, vis. 
1 Chuſdlantty, 
* hometaniſm. A 
„ 19 Chriſtianity was 
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15 255 110 Add to this, That their Enemies 9 
perſecuted them, the Romans, as well as 
Jeu, to whom they appeal'd' as Witneſſes 

f on the Facts, did not offer to deny them. 


Rewards if they coud have done it. Ae 4 
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ity in Type; as 1 have how A. „ 
to Moſes and the Law, the . | 
can give no Evidence for that, Which will 
not equally eſtabliſh the Truth of Chriſt and. 
the Goſpel. Nor can they diſprove; the Facts 


of Chriſt by any Topick, which will not le- 


wiſe diſprove all thoſe of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets. So that they are hedg'd in on every 
Side. They mult either renounce Moſes, oc 

acknowledge Conte: if: 
Moſes and the Law hive 45 firſt five Evi- 
dences, but they have not not the way and 
the 1 which are the ſtrongeſt. 

This is as to Judaiſin before Chriſt came. 


Bur ſince; as it now ſtands in Oppoſition to 
Chriſtianity, in favour of any future Meſſiah, 


it has none of the Evidences at all. On the 
contrary, their own Prophecies and Ty pes 
make againſt them, for their Prophecies are 
_ fulfilled, and their Types are ceas'd, and can - 
not belong to any other Meſſiah who ſhould 
come hereafter. They ſtand now more naked 
than the Heathens or the Mahometans. ' © 
| + (%;) Next for Heatheniſm, ſome of the 
Facts recorded of their Gods have the firſt 
and ſecond Evidences, and ſome the third, 
but not one of them the fourth, or any. of 
the other Evidence. : 
But truly and properly fraking, and if 
we will take the O pinion of the Heathens 
— they \ were no Facts at all, but 
n 
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. 123 / 
M FRO + F ables, ee; to expreſs ſome 
moral Virtues or Vices, or the Hiſtory of 
Nature, and Power of the Elements, &c. 
As likewiſe to turn great Part of the Hiſtory 


Ys 
4 of the Old Teſtament into Fable, and make 
18 it their own, for they diſdain d to borrow ö; 
e 

J- 

＋ 


from the Jer. They made Gods of Men, 
and the moſt vicious too. Inſomuch that 
ſome of their wiſe Men thought it a Cor- 
ruption of Youth, to read the Hiſtory: of their 
Gods, whom they repreſented as notorious 
Liars, Thieves, Adulterers, Oc. Tho they had : 
d ſome Mythology hid under all that. 
And as Men were their Gods, ſo they made = 
the firſt Man to be Father of the Gods, and 
5 calld him Saturn, not begot by any Man, but 
„ || the Son of Cælus and Yefa, that is, of Hea- 
g ven and Earth. And his maiming his Father 


48 with a Steel Scythe, was to ſhew how Heaven 
WH itſelf is impair'd by Time, whom. they painted 
* with Wings and a Scythe mowing down all 


d things, And Saturn cating up his own Chil- 

* dren, was only to expreſs how Time devours 
all its own Productions. And his being de- 

10 pos d by Jupiter his Son, ſhews, That Time 

R which wears away all other tl in By is. ven . 

1 away it ſelf at laſt. 4.7 Þ 

1 Seen of the Heathen Authors have given 

if 

1s 

it 

al 


x us the Mythology of their Gods, vith which, 5 
e i | will not detain you... .. +. 
They expreſs d every thing, and worthippd 4 js 


the Name of a God, as 
= Tn 


ea ""_ anger 


ö 4 "Truth af "EE 
tlie God t are of Muſick, of W 
* Fall, g, Dtinking, Love, War, &c.. They 
Kad above Thirty thouſand of them. And in 
What they told of them, and as they deſcrib\d 
| . F they often trac'd the ſacred. Story. 
Ovid begins his Meramorphoſes with a per- 
4 fekt Paetical Verſion of the Beginning, of 
Geneſis, Ante Mare & Tellus Then goes 
on with the Hiſtory of the Creation; the 
Formation of Man out of the Duſt of the Earth, 
and his being made after the Image of God, 
and to have Dominipn over the inferior 
Creatures. Then he tells of the general Cor- 
' ruprion,| and the Giants before the Flood, 
Eten the- Earth was filled with Violence; for 


Which all Mankind with the Beaſts and the 
Fol were . a 'd by the univerſal Deluge, 


except only Deucalion and Pyrrab his Wife, 
who were ſaved in a Boat, which landed them 
on the Top of Mount Parnaſſus. And that 
from theſe two the whole Earth was re- peo: 
pled. 1 think it will be needleſs to detain 
the Reader with an Application of this to 
the Hiſtory of the Creation ſer down by Moſer, 
of the Flood, and the Ark wherein Noah 
1 8 ſaved, and the earth. Te-pcopied, by | * 
And Noah was Naa intended be wiſe! in 
their God Fanus, with his two Faces, one old 
looking backward to the old World that was 
95M 15 8 0 d; 15 other e looking. e 


Tx, 5 , 
"094 5 g 


tion d, for t 


of the World, but that only of onder 


onſtrated. R 


to 5 den World that 0 was to. lpting! rota - 
him. 11.6; en. 10 3 Be. 0 


80 Joe even! their ons the) ſacred Hiſtot 


into Fable, is a Confirmation of it. — 4 be 


there can be no Compariſion betwirt the 


Truth of the Facts, ſo atteſted as I have 
ſnewed, and the dna that Were mus from 


hem.) TY 17 9 0 >} 3h 
60 Laſtly as to the MabometanPacdigioit; 

it Wants all” the Evidences we have men- 
There. was no Miracle faid to be 

done by Mabomer, publickly and in the Face 


with the Sword. Who ſaw his Meſ#a, or 


Journey from Mecea- to Feruſalem, and 
thence to Heaven in one Night, and back in 


Bed with his Wife in the Morning? Wh 


was preſent and heard the Converſadiba the 


Moon had with him in' his Cave? It is not 
ſaid there was any Witneſs. And the Albaran, 


c. vi. excuſes his not Working any Miracles 


to prove his Miſſion.” They ſay that Moſes 
and Chriſt came to thew the Clemeticy. and 
Goodneſs. of God, to which Miracles were 
neceflary. But that Mahomer came to ſhew't 
the Power of God, to which no Miracle 
was needful but that of the Sword: 160 i 

(r.) And his Alcoran is a Rhapſodyof Stu 
without Head or Tail, one would thifik wrote 
by a Mad OT: with ridiculous] | chaos ne 
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16 
gon And their L 
tan thoſe of the Papiſts; as of an Angel, the 
' Diſtance betwixt whoſe two Hands is Seventy 
thouſand Days Journey. Of a Cow's Head 
with Horns which haye Forty thouſznd Knors, 
and Forty Days Jouthey betwixt cach Knot. 
And others which have ſeventy Months, and 
every Mouth ſeventy - Tongues, . and each 
Tongue praiſes God ſeventy Times a Day, in 
ſeventy different Idioms.” And of Wax Candles 
before the Thone of God Which ate fifty Years 
Journey from one End to the 3 The 
Alcoran ſays, the Earth was created in two 
Days, aud is ſupported by an Ox Which ſtands 
under it, upon à White Stone, with his Head 
to the Eaſt and Hils Tail to the Weſt, having 
forty Horns, and as great a Diſtance betwixt 
every Horn as a Man cou d walk in a thou- 
fand Years'Time.' hp 407 
Then their Dcſcdlptida of U en in a 
full Enjoyment of Wine, Women, "ns other | 
like groſs ſenſual Pleaſures, 
(a.) When you compare this with our boi 
Scriptures, you will need no Argument. to 
make you fee the difference. The Heathen 
Orators have admir the ſublime of the Stile 
of our Scriptures. No Writing in the World 
comes near it, even with all the Diſadvantage 
of our Tranſlation, which, being oblig d to 
be literal, muſt loſe much of the Beauty of 
it. The Plainneſs and Succinctneſs of the 
Hiſtorical ks the Mclod y of the Ling + 
_ + + the 
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tne ee vn Majeſty. 
of the Prophets, and above all, that eaſy 
Sweetneſs in the New Teſtament, where the 
Glory of Heaven is ſet forth in a grave ande 
moving Expreſſion, which yet reaches not. 
the Height of the Subject; not like theFligtits 
of Rhetorick, which ſet out ſmall. Mattersin 
n great Words. But the Holy Seripturesrouch | 
ch the Heart, raiſe Expectation, confirm our Hope, 
ars 


the 1ofiradion — h 


ef 
he 
ny | 
ts, 
Ot. 


le ſcience, and Joy in the Holy: Ghoſt, which 
ars is inexpreſſibſe, All which you will expe- 
he rience when you once come to believe, you 
FO will then bring forth theſe Fruits of the Spi- 
ds rit, when vou receiv e the Word with ms. 
ad Affection, as we pray in our:Litany.: 
ng 6) Bur, Sin, if there Ain the. A. 
coran. then the Holy Scripturesare the Word 
| zod, for the Alcotan ſays ſo, and that it 
vas ſent ro confirm them, even the Scriptures 
of both the Old and New Teſtament. And 
it expreſſly owns our Feſus to be the Meſſiah. 
At the End of the fourth Chapter it has theſe 
Words. The Meſſiah, Jeſus, the ſon of 1 | 
ig prophet, and an angel of God, his Ward. 
and his. Spirit, which. = ſent to Mary. But 
it gives him not the Name of Sen of God, 
for this wiſe reaſon, Chap. vi. Hon ſball God 
bave ſon who hath nd wives ?\ Vet it n 
Jeſus to be born. of a pure Virgin, without 
a Man, by the Operation of the Spirit of God. 
Aud * the lane es this  Mahomet ac- 
is e 


ad 
d 
in ſtrengthen our Faith, give Peace of Con- 
es 


. ga rv T had in m £ 
- an" | _ neither that. Thad Loved f ee 
paſt, nor do affirm that T am 
I only af what hath: been inſpir d 
2 1 me; i the blind lil bim that: feet 
cha ? And after ſays, I am not your tutor, 
5 bing bath its time, yu JT hereafter 
umderſtanu the truth. e 
This is putting off, and bidding them ex- 
—— ſome other after Mabomet. But our 
Feſus ſaid; He was our Tutor and Teacher, 
and that there was none to come after him. 
 Mahomet ſaid he was no Angel, but that 
Jeſus was an Angel of Cod. But when God 
bringeth Jeſus into the World, he ſaith, Let 
all the angelt of God-aworſbip him. Heb. 4. 6. 
And he made him Lord of all the Angels, 
MAahomet knew not what was paſt or to cone. 
But our Jeſus knew all things, and what was 
in the heart of every Man, Joh. ii. 2425. 
which none can do but God only, 1 King. 
viii, 39. And foretold things to come to the 
End of the World. Mahomet had not all 
the Treaſures of God; but in Jeſus ate hid 
all the treaſures of wiſdom: and knowledge. 
Hor in him dwelleth all the Jung th the . 
bead bodily, Col. ii. 3, 9. 
Again, Mahomet never call'd: him fel the 
_ Meſhrah, or the Mord, or Spirit of Cod, yet 
All: Wale WO we EE he ons: to out 1 x 
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Prophets,” Aeg Feſas told ſhould come tex 
him, and bid us he Ware © 


1 to'Chri 


in the Eaft, chere Mahomeriſin' 


feb e. a e 5 ary of M; A 7 


None ; except Or the, falſe Chris ad lp : 


K them, fot that they © 
ſhould: deceive many. I {#4 | Fan. + 
eh DV) Kerr Magen et galt thus Piet 

in evety thing, ant fach ist 


bis Alcoran Was only a Conftmation of the . 


Gopel; Ho W came he to ſet! t up azainſt the . ; 
 Golpel, and to reckon the C hifiſtians' Amon = 


the Uabelicvers? i ennie l 5 
Cn. No dier wil than a8 0 BIT Hettrfens 5 
did, who” call'd" themſelves the only: "of 
Chriſtians, and invented new Interpreta tions. 


of the Scriptiires.” The Fociniuns no Charge ge” 


whole Chtiſtianit y with Apoſtach, Taotatry 
and Pol ytheiſm.” And the les an is bars 


Syſtem of the old Arianiſm, il digeſted" and 


worſe put togerher, with'a Mixttire of ſome 
Heatheniſm and Judaiſm. © For Mahomer's 
Father Was an Heathen, his Mother a Jewels, 


and his Tutor was Ser, ius the Monk, a Ne- 
forian'; © which Sect Was 4 Branch of Aria- 


nifim; Theſe erudely mix'd made up the Fare 
rage ol the'Alcoran, * But the g Yrevailitis Pat | 

Arianifth, And Were chat ſpread it fel 
Tucceeded, and 
ſprung out of it. To let all Christians fe 
the Horrot Gf thar Herefy! And out Socinlans 
now among us, Who call themſelves Unia. 
rians, are much more Mahometanis than Chriſti 


ans. For ge ſome perſonal things as to 
TT... Aabemet, 


i/ 


\knowleges TR Ignorance, and ſays; 
yon not that I had in my power all the Trea- 
- fares uf Gad, neither that I had knowle 
_ babe pane; and paſt, nor do affirm that in 
an angel, I only act what hath been iuſpir d 

into men *. the blind lite him thut ſeeth 
—_— And after ſays, I am not your tutor, 
every thi hath ita _ you pong. with od 

r of, and bidding them er 
pect ſome other after Mabomet. dat bur 
Fieſus ſaid, He was our Tutor and Teacher, 

and that there was none to come after him. 
 Mahomet ſaid he was no Angel, but that 
Feſus was an Angel of God. But when God 
bringeth Jeſus into the World, he ſaith, Let 
all the angelt of Cod worſhip him. Heb. i. 6. 

And he —_ him Lord of all the Angels. 
 Mahomet knew not what was paſt or to come. 
But our Jeſus knew all things, and what was 
in the heart of every Man, 70h. ii. 244 25. 
which none can do but God only, riKimg. 
viii. 30. And foretold things to come to the 
End of the World. Mabomet had not all 
the Treaſures of God; but in Jeſus ate hid 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. 
For in him dwelleth all the Hane 10 the Go 
L ak bodily. Col: ii. 3, 9. 

2 Mahomet never calld himſelf qhe 

Meſſiab, or the Mord, or Spirit of Cod, yet 
N al cle kenne his: 85 to Mite "There 

2 936; cre 


_— 


— 


b 8 
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* 


None ; "except * 
prophets, Wiek FJeſus told ould come Aer 


| ſhould deceive ang. 


rago of the 'Alcoran, Büit tlie Prevailing Pitt 
was Ariamſm, And where chat ſpread it fei 
— the Eaſt, there Mahomeriſm fucceeded, and 


N ſeen. 5 ere men ay 4 Myhever 2 
pt of the falſe Thrift aud falſe 


him, and bid u beware of them, for that! they * 


+233 ay | 


* 
* 
7 
* 


las Ds. Mr if Mabonir gave thus theP 1 — 5 0 


oy "win? Mer where the only” t 
Chriſtians," and invented new Interpretal ions 
of the Scriptures. The SorMiins now charge 
whole Chtiftianit! with Apoſtacy, Idolatry, 

and Polytheiſm. And the ase is but 4 
Syſtem of tlie old Arianiſm, ill digeſted and 


worſe put together, with a Mixttire of ſome 


| Henthebent and Judaism. For Mahomet's 


Father was an Heathen; his Mother a Jewels, 


and his Tutor was Seng ue the Monk, a Ne. 5 
Hortan; ; which, Sect was 4 Branch of Atia- 


nifm. THEE crudely mußt d made up the Fag. 


ſprung out of it. To let all *Chriftisns {eg 27; 
the Horror of that Herefy! And our Socinian 
W among us, Who call themſelves Une : 
rians, are rauch more Mahometatis than Chriſti. 


ans, "Oy I ſome perſonal things as to 
* „ | Mahomet, 
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Pteface to my Di. 


Printed in the Fear 1788. Nor do they 
| ek RO OA. of Chriſt peo Jaly Scri 
„than, the Alcoran does, And, thete is 
9 Tay concerning 1 in the Alcoran but 
What, Was broach d fore by the Hereticks of 5 
Chriſſianity 5 as; that, Chet a did not ſuffer really 
büt in Appearance only, or that ſome other R 
Was FP; y 5 7 rad ſtead, bur, N taken ao 5 
20 he Alcoran ſpcaks 8 


77 a8 one of. the Huy: 
hut as one of the 
a: " os becauſe. of its 
great 5 and its, aving, ſpread ſo. far in 
the World, by the Conqueſts of , Mabomet. 
and his Follg: "ou and that it LA lgarly un: 
dertagd to be 1a ales Religion, by it ſel, 
efore 1 have. conſ der'd ita * . 25 
ol oY a8 to. your, Concern, in the Matter, 
you. ſee Plaiply, That the. Alcoran 7 5 


Chrif, and, of the oly Ser pins. 
Pk. I am not Jane yet lo. far as to enter 
| ſeyeral Sects of 
Chriſtianity, but as to. the Fat of Chriſt and 
of the Scriptures, in, general, | Mahometaniſm 


. 28 e en than oppoſe it. 
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Gs , Not, n 25 Lk any \Exidence, 
"_ the, Time prophely;d, of PEAS: Coming of 

k laß being long ſince paſt: But all their 
"= formex-; Evidences turn directiy 2g ainff them, 
Is. aud againſt any Meſſab whojcver,chereafter 
a , ſhould ;come: As that the Scepter ſhould not 
of 


depart. from Judah; That he ſhould come 


er ſhould ceaſe ſoon after his unde Ihst Dav 
un ſhould ney Want a don to ſit upon his Thats 


Rr Henle 85 ec. W hich they do. not ſuppoſ⸗ 1 
he cer will, be the Caſe after their Meſſiah. is 
its come, So, that they arc Wee againſt 


in 5 themſelyes. @ I [: 72 * Ant 151 70 5 «a7 | , : 


1 Cu. And what, de ou "think, ol the 
in ⸗ Srories.of the Heathen Gods? 

elf, D believe them no pon Red all x 
ta: Stories. in Ovid's Meter ples... Nor. tid 
ter, che wiſer Heathens, believe, them, only ſuch 


in ſilly People as ſuck i 1 all the Popiſ Legends 
+ Truth, 1. thought the | 


without examining... 
And to tell vou 4 
ſame of all the. Stories in your Bible. But, 
will take time to Framipe, thoſe Proofs you 
have given me. 


ani in behalf of an 
Jews, or Haatheno,, or Mahomet 


0 + whieh 1 


2 
4 ? 2 * : 
10018 2 retend 
HR, + 6; IF 4 . * 


ly : into the Second Temple; That the. 1 | 


— 3 ſhould be many Days without a 
King, and without a Prince, and without a 


For ve Deiſfe * 1 7 2 Chriſti- 2 
yp; other Religion, of the 


Neeko Pres NN rare, 
and what our own Reaſon dictates to us. 
(..) Car What Nature dfckates, it dichtes 
to all, at leaſt tõ the möſt and the Generam) 
of Mankind. And if Wwe meaſure 5 kus, 
tlien it will appear 4 Natural Notion, that 
there is Neceſſity of Revelation in Religion. = 
And herein vou have all the World againſt 
you from the very Beginning: And 1 you 
plead Natute againſt all theſe 0304, 
DE. The Notion came down from one to 4. 
nother, from the Beginning; we know not how. 
Cx. Then it Vas either Nature from the 
Perc or elſe, it was from Revelation 
at the Beginning. Wende the Notiotr has 
deſcended through all Poſterities to this Day. 
(2.) And thete wants not Reaſon for this. 
For when Man had fallen and his Reaſon Was 
corrupred (as we feel it upon us to this Day, 
as ſenſibly as the Diſeaſes and Infirmities of 
the Body) was it not highly reaſonable that 
God ſhould give us à Lad and Directions how 
to ſerve and worſhip him Sacrifices do not 
ſeem to be any natural Invention. For Why 
- ſhould taking away the Life of my Fellow- 
Creature be acceptable to God, or à worſhip 
of him : It wou'd rather ſeem an Offence 
againſt him. But as Types of the great and 
' only propitiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt to come, 
and to keep up our Faith in that, the Inſtitu- 
tion given with the Revelation of it appears 
moſt — "And That it was neceſſary, the 
' great 


| a6 


” 
ſe 1 
5 


and the Reaſon of it. 
Plato in his Alcibiad. ii. WW Precat. has : 
the fame Reaſoning, and conclades, that we 
cannot know of our ſelves what Petitions : 
will be pleaſi ng to God, or what Worſhip to 
give Him: But that it is neceſſary a FN | 
giver ſhould, be ſent, from Heaven to inſtruct 
us, And ſuch a one he did expect, and O 
how greatly do 1 as ire to ſee that Man ? Says 
he, and who he is? The primitive Tradition 
of the expected Meſſiah had no doubt come 
to him, as to many others of the Heathens, 
from the Jeu, and likely from the Perulal | 


nty ds 1 
great Defection "ſhews, nc not « only. of che Hea-. 


then, but of the Jews themſelves „WhO tho“ 
. they retain'd” the Inſtitution, yet in a great 
Meafare loſt the true Meaning and Significa: = 


tion of it. And are now to. be 'brought'back 
to it, by reminding. Fe of the laſtiturion 


„ 


of their Scriptures. 


For Plato goes further, and ſays, (de Leg. 14 
That this Law-giver muſt be more than Manz 
for he obſerves that every Nature is govern'd by 
another Nature that is ſuperior to it, as Birds aud 
Beaſts by Man, who is of a diſtinct and | ſuperior 
Nature. So he infers, that this Law-giver who 
Was do teach Man what Man cou d nor know by 


his own. Nature, mult be of a Nature that is 2. 


perior to Man, that is, of a Divine Nature. 


Jay, he gives as lively A Deſcription of the 
Perſon, | Qualifications, Life, and Dearth” of 
this divine Man, as if be had co 75 the Hii. 
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ttzhis juſt A ul be poor. and 1 5 of all 
| bY ies but that of Virtue alone. 
That a wicked, World would not bear his 
Inſtructions and Reproof, and therefore with⸗ 
in three or four Years after he began to preach, 
he ſhould be perſecuted, impriſon d, ſcourg d, 
and at laſt put to Death; his Word is A en, 
Siown, that ie, cut in Pieces, as they cut their 
Sacrifice. 5 > 
DE; Theſe are remarkable Pallages, 25 you 
apply them. And Plato was three hundred 
Years. before Chriſt, ings 
ZBut 1, incline to think chat theſe Notions 
come ratller from ſuch Tradition as you ſpeak 
of, than from Nature. And I can ſee. no- 
thing of Nature in Sacrifices, they. look more 
like lnfticurion, come that how it will. ; 
(3.). Ca. It is firange that all the Nations | 
in the World ſhould be carty'd away. from 
what you call Nature. Unleſs you will take 
refuge among the Hottentotes at the Cape of 
Good Hope, hardly diſtinguiſhable from Beaſts, 
to ſhew us what Nature left to it ſelf woud 
do! And. leave us all the wiſe and polite 
World on the Side of Revelation, either 
real or pretended: And of Opinion that Man- 
kind coud not be without it. And my Buſi- 
neſs no with you has been to ee 
the real Ra. the e 
1 E. By the Account you haye | 
Fa but one Religion in the Worl, 7 
ever Was. For the Fewiſb was but Chic 
any. in Type, tho” in time greatly 3 


-— WW ., ov 
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2 you { Wo is but 17 Hereſy, oh chaten 4d 59, 
that. al 


they are all quite deſtitute, of the leaſt Pre- 
tence to the remaining four. So that when 
you look upon the Face of Divine Revelation, 
and take it all 105 it auge to. 


"4 T yn 


Anne 
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And the 2 was a, greater, Corruption, 5 


founded the Fabl their ods upo 
TN, of ing Oh 1 e 


is: Chriſt janity (till, 14 
HR. It i is. true Cod g Cal "bur © one Kees 


lation to the World, which was that of Crit, 


And as that was corrupted, new Revelations 
were pretended, But Gog has.guarded his Re- s 


velations with ſuch Evidences, as it Was not 


in the Power of. Men or Devils. to counter · | 
feit or contriye any thing like them, Some 
bear Reſemblance in one or two Features, in 


the firſt two or thtee Evidences that I have 
produc'd. - But as none reach the fourth, 


miſtake it. of thoſs I )eluſions which 


the Devil has ſet — in Imitation of it. And 


they are made to confirm it, becauſe all the 
Reſemblance they haye to Truth, is that 
wherein, they arc any ways like it, but When 

compar d with it, they ſhew as an ill-drawn. 


Tide, half Man half Beaſt, in Preſence of 
the beautiful Original. Dy 


(s.) Ds. It is ſtrange, Th hat if the Cafe be 
thus plain as vou have made it, the whole 
World is not immediately convinc d.., ..- 

17 If, A Seed be. never ſo good, yet 


| if i it be ſown upon Stones, or among, Thozns; | 


it will bring orth — There are Hearts 
. * | 


T0 1 

of Stone, — her 10 fla. 1 the Love 
| of Rickes, with the Cares and'Pteaſures of 
this Lite, that they will not ſee, they havg 
nor 4 Mind to know any thing which they! 
think Wou'd diſturb them in their Enjoyments, | 
or leſſen their Opinion of them, for that wau'd 
be raking away ſo -much. of their Pleaſure. - 
Therefore it is no. caſy Marter to perſuade 
Men to place their Happineſs in future EX. 
pectations, Which is the Import of the Goſpel, 
And in preſſing this, and bidding the wor dy 
minded abandon their beloved Vices, and tel- 
ling the fatal Conſequences of them, we muſt 
expect to meet not only with their Scorn 
and Contempt, but their utmoſt Rage and Im- 
patience, to get rid of us, as ſo many Enc-- 
mies of their Luſts and Pleaſures. This is the 
Croſs which our Saviour prepar'd all his Diſ- 
ciples to bear, who were to fight againſt Fleſh 
and Blood, and all the Allurements of the 
World. And it is a greater Miracle that they 
have had ſo many Followers in this, than that 
they have gain d to themſelves fo many Ene: 
mies. The World is a ſtrong Man, and till 
a ſtronger than he come (that is, the full Per- 
ſuaſion of the future State) he will keep Poſ- 
ſeſſion. And this is the Victory that over- 
cometh the World, even our Faith. But we 
are told alſo, that this Faith is the Gift of 
god. For all the Evidence in the World will 
not reach the Heart, unſefs it be prepar'd (like. 
7 good Ground) to receive the Poctrine that - 

e 1 en e will create 
BY hangs I 


a A FW. 


obltingcy, whith. will harden. 5 Heart like- | 
a Rock; and cry, Non perſuadebit, 1 . 
perſuaſeris !\ oF: pF. not be ee * I * 
| ſhould 'be perſuaded 1” 
Vou muſt conſider under this Head 1005 che. 
many that haye not yet heard of the Goſpel. 
And of thoſe that have, the far greater Num- 
| ber who have not the Capacity or Oppoxtnu- 
_ Hity to examine all, the Evidences of Chriſti-. 
anity, but take things upon Truſt, juſt as they 
are taught. And how many. others are cate- 
leſs, and will not be at the Pains, tho they 
want not Capacity to inquire into the Truth? 
All theſe Claſſes will include the greateſt Part 
of Mankind. The ignorant, the careleſs, the 1 
vicious, and ſo the obſtinate, the ambitious, 


— . . "> * ee 8 * „ I" op > 8 M N wa oy 1 — 1 n 8 25 
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3 | and the covetous, whole Minds the God of 
= this World hath blinded. . . | 
BM But yet in the midſt. of all LON Dine E 


Cod hath not left himſelf without Witneſs, 
which will be apparent to every diligent and 
ſober Enquirer, that is unos and . Ko, 4 
receive the Truth. 1 

(6.) Good SIR, let me ak you, tho' you 
are of no Religion, as you ſay, but what you” 
call natural; yet wou'd you not think me 

very brutal, if I ſhould deny that ever there 
was ſuch a Man as Alerander, or Ceſar. ot 
that they did ſuch things! > If I mould deny all 

_ Hiſtory, or that Homer, or Virgil, Demoſthenes, 
or Cigerp, ever wrote ſuch Books? Woud 

| 1 not Fe me ad Os. ſciz'd; 
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5 cit of Coincatitio hn, and not fit 
* *. Conver lation? rn ; 
bas. And yet theſe things are of no | Confeguence 
to me, it is not a Farthin as to n Y, Iarereft. 

whether they are true or falſe. 
Win you then think your ſelf 4 alt 
Man, if in Matters of the greateſt Impottance, 
cyen yout Eternal State, you will not belieye 
thoſe Facts which have a thouſand times more 
certain and indiſputable Evidence! Were there 
any Prophecies of Ceſar or Pompty? Were 
there any Types of them, ot publick Inſti- 
tutions appointed by a Law, to prefigure the 
great things that they ſhould do? Any Per- 
ſons who went before them, to beat a Reſem- 
blance of theſe things, and bid us expect that 
great Event? Was there a general Expectation 
in the World of their coming, befote or at 
the Time when they came? And of what 


| Conſequence was theit coming, to the World, 


or to after Ages? No more than a Robbery | 
committed a thouſand Years : ago tf 

Were the Greek and Roman Hiſtories wrote 
by the Perſons who did the Facts, or by Eye. 
Witneſſes? And for the greater Certainty were 
thoſe Hiſtories made the ſtanding Law. of the 
Country? Or were they any more. than our 
x Holimſbead and Stow, Kc? 

Muſt we believe theſe, on Pain of not being 
thought reaſonable Men ? And are we then 
unfeaſdnablſe and credulous, if we belicye the 
Facts of the Holy Bible ? which was the ſtand- 
ing Law of the People to whom it e 

| ak 


Pi ; 7 * 
29 | 7” nn 


8 2 ad _ or "ned. * ez 10. ; 
12 ; the Fats, with publick Inſtitutions appointed „ 
by them as a perpetual | Law to all their ge- 
nerat ions And. which, JE the Facts had been 
falſe, cou d never have paſsd at the Time 


: Yoo the Facts were. ſaid to be done; Nor 
* 5 T the f. ſame. Reaſon, if that Book. had been. 
bt, aftetwards ; becauſe theſe Inſtitutions 
15 (as, Circumciſion, the Paſſover,. Baptiſm,&c,) 

5 were. as notorious Facts as any, and that Boo 
7 faying. they commenc d from the Time that 
© the; Facts, were. dont, muſt be. found to be 
7 gl whenever it was trumpt up in after Ages, 
© by no ſuch; inſtitutions being then known. Not 
Fa like the Feaſts, Games, Cc, in Memory of the 
t | Heathen Gods, which were appointed long 
5 after thoſe Facts were ſaid: to be done; And 
1 the like Inſtitutions may be pointed to mor- 
5 row in Memory of any Falſhood ſaid to be 
* done a thouſand 5 igo ; And o is no 


4 Proof at all. And tho a Legend, or Book o 
N Stories of things faid to be done many Years 
6 paſt, my be palm d upon People, yet a Book 
N P ople, ) 

7 of Statutes cannot, by which, OE CAE arc 
x try d cyery, toe oh Ta 
vo 


17 Prophecies. * in any, 
1 long betdre che F * | 
i there recorded, —— are in the Holy S8 
; | tures of che ho ire fm 
6 ere there any. Jes. of Fore-rouners of 
8 , ts Werbe Goc 98 of Mahomet "I (205 
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= x here, "4g like 1 * bs Truth and 
 Siticerity \of the Greek and Roman Hiſtorians, | 2 
s of tlie Pemen of the Holy Scriptures? 1 
Wong th&ſ Hiſtorians have siven rheik 
Lives for the Truth of all they wrote? : 
Did they tell ſuch Facts only, Wüsten 1 
Was impoflible for themſelves to be impos d 
upon, ox that they ſhould impoſe upon others? 
Nothing but what ' themſelves” had ſeen and 
heard, and they alſo to whom they ſpoke? 

Did they expect nothing but Perſecution 
ind Death for what they related? And were 
they bidden to beat it patiently without Re- 
fiſtance?, Was this the Caſe of the Diſciples 
of Mabomet, who were requir d d to Fght 2 
and conquer with the Sword? i 

Did any Religion ever overcome by Suffer- ; 
ing, but the Chriſtian onlß? 

And did any exhibit the future State, ail 
preach the Contempr: of this World like the 
Chriſtian > 
1 Thats the Reaſon it has prevail'd ſo 
little. And yet, conſidering this, it | is  ftrange | 
it has preyail'd ſo much, 

(.) But thete is one thing yet behind: where- 
in I wou'd be glad to have your Opinion, be- 
cauſe I find your Divine differ about it. And 
that is, how we ſhall know to logon" be- 
twixt true and falſe Miracles. | 

And this is neceffary to the Subject we are 
upon. For the Force of the Facts you alledge 
ends all in this,” That ſuch miraculous Facts are 
a : ſufficient Atteſtation of 1 Perſons 3 

lent 


% 


Feu „But in the mean time if there 


cles, and wrought by God. And ſo Men may 
The common Notion of a Miracle is what &x- 


that were ſupetiot th them, (£3115) 2H rips 


for the Superiority; as here God and the Dew 


2 ine. which — taught. 


its rag roy ade BY 


— — [# ens 
co vincd me. And for the — of * . 
we muſt refer to the Evidences yo N 2 | 


Rule whereby to" diftinguiſh-betwixt/truc and 
falſe Miracles, there is an End of all the Pains 
you iave taken. For if the Devil can Waun 
ſuch things as appear Miracles to me, lam 
as much perſuaded as if they wereitrue Mira- 


be deceivd in truſting to Miracles 


ceeds the Power of Nature. To which we ſay. 
That we know not the utmoſt of the Power of 
Nature, and conſequently cannot tell what ex- 
ceeds it. Nor do you pretend ro know the utmoſt 
of the Power of Spirits, whether good orevil, and 
how then can you tell what exceeds their Power? 
1 doubt not but o wou de have thought 
thoſe to be true Miracles which the Magi - 
cians are ſaid to have wrought in Eg pu. buʒt 
that Moſes is ſaid to have wroughtoMiracles 


- Can; Therefore! if two Powers coritend 


did, the beſt Iſſue can be is to ſee them wreſtle 
ropethet} and then e ſhall ſoon know which is 
| Oe” - This wasthe Caſe 2 and the 
Am Magiclans, 


11 15 : 
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| MagiciansiofGhrifand che Devil. There as 
Nr Satan was plainly overcome 
I confeſs I know not the Power of Spirits, 
** howithey Work upon Bodies. And by 
the ſame Reaſon that a Spirit can liſt a Straw, 
he may a Mountain, and the whole Earth, for 
ought! I En) And may do many things 
which wou d appear true Miracles to me, aud 
10 might deceive me. And all Ihave to truſt 
to, in this Caſe, is, the reſtraining Power of 
Cad, that hie will not permit the Devil ſo to 
do. Aud were it not for this, I doubt not 
but the Devil couid take away my Life in an 
Anſtant, or F terrible Dilcaſes [UPONcuE, 
a upon dA: een, bay anal: 
And . . is thefirongeſt 
Motive in the World to keep us in a con- 
ſtant Dependance upon Gad, that we live in 
the rar of ſuch remerfniaE namen, 400 


in ** Power every Minute, when. Gd ſhall 
withdraw his Protection from us. 
Add it is in their Power like wiſe to work Signs 
zand Wonders to deceive us, if God permit. And 
herein the great Power and Goodneſs of Ged is 
manifeſt, That he has never yet petmitted the 
Devil to work Miracles in Oppoſition to any 
whom he ſent, exeept where the Remedy Was 
iat Hand, and to ſhe w his Power the more, as in 
iche Caſe of Maſec and the Magicians, e 169} 
And this is further evident; becaulc God 
cat other times, and upon other Occaſions, 
Ed-th * to exert mung 


very. B 


1 ad vit 60 1 N 5 8 — - 
Wk there fall þ fade Patel Olen whole 
0 TN is wer the 


V ey Fog Went. | 


Von nod 
| ſe hal, ye. believe?,, 1 9821 
8 douht. it) Fox, G 17 2 
n radi ware nor, will; ew, Signs 3 
eee ee a 


| Joy 115 Thexiore, in, ſuch 3. Gals 
conclude,;; that God. has cams, the Devil 
to.cxert his Power, a e 
for che Tryal,of Hur Faith, and co ſhæm che 
ſuperior Power of God more eminently, in 
overcoming all the Power of the Enemy, 
But, ag I ſaid before, we have a mage; ſure 
Word, that is, Fraue 3 We 


g the Time And all oller Eren N. 
ef his Coming, with his Sufferings 
and Death, and all tfieſe Prophecies 3 
mine in him. And kill he can do this, 
„ cinnor have that EVIdthee which Ser Crit 
has, and he muſt be a falſe ſe Chriſt to me, and 
all the Signs that hg can ſhew, will” be but 
lying" Wonders to any" that is tru ih 
a the Chriſtian Faith: n dl 212 3 ; . 
But it may be Tryal too ſtrong per hot: „ 
relels ones, who will not be iche Pains to 
x <"irito the'Grouhds of their Religion, 
e ſtupon Truſt, as they do the Fafhioris; 
and mittd not to frame their Lives according f 
to it, but are imme crfed) in in the World, and . 
the- Pieatures of ir © GG It oY "FO 12 4 | 

(8. And it will be a juſt Judgment upon 
theſe; that they who that their” Eyes ag 5 
all the clear Ewideees of the Golpel, ſhout 
degven up to. bel eve a Lye. And the Rea: 
ſon is given 2 ThefF. ii. 42 "Becabſe they Bad 
E in Unrightei They loved 


oa 


o WÞ 1 wot: wn. 
So this I Fe repeat What I ſaid before; 
That there is a Preparation of the Heart (as of 
the Ground) to receive the Truth. And where 
the Doctrine does not pleaſe, no Eyidence, 
how clear forever, will be receiv d. God can- 
not enter till Mammon be dilpoſſeſs d. We | 
_ canti6r-ſerve theſe two Maſters. © He who has 
4 oy a of Heaven, cannot value'the dull 
5 5 85 r. = 
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that he who is 


ſpirieyal” Things, The Love of this World i g 
 Enmity againſt Gol Thefirlt Sin was a Temp 


«7 2 
1 


* 


pen out Eyes to the Enjoyment, of God. Vice 


f ” On 1 
V 


to ſuch a one. 5 
This, This, 85 IR, 16 dhe R 


r * p 4 
hy 
— 


ordereth his converſation. aright, will 1 Here 


the ſalvation of God. And our Saviour iay 5 


| ther T ſpeak. of. my fe lf. And No man ca; 
come unto me exce 4 the Face, draw him. 

This was the. 

Baptift Ts ſent as a Foterunner to prepare the 


Men, for. recciving the. Gospel. 


of Chriſt. 


_ clouds. this Eye, and makes it blind to the . 
ly. true and end W Tt Is Foglibyel 8 


more that keeps 1 
Men. from Chriſtianity. It is not Want of Evi. 
dence, but it 18 want of Conſſderation. 1 
would not lay this to you, till I had firſt gone 
through. all the Topicks of Reaſon with vou, 8 
that ou might not call it Cant. Mir 
the Truth. As "David ſays, 'To bim that 


N any man do the will of God, he. ſhall 3 5 5 
of the doctrine, whether it be of Gra, or whe- 


eaſon. why St, John the | 
CL; for. Chriſt N, by preaching, af Wee "x of 
.* 


Aud they whe repented of their Sins upon 
his Preaching, did WO embrace the Doarine 
50 they who. wou'd not forſake 

cheit Sins, remained gbqurate, tho otherwile 
Men of Senſe and Learging,. As our Sawour 
ls Fred's 4 228 Mi. 32, n 


Pleaſures, of this Life... "And it is impoſſible 1 
| OWN: in, Senſe can mar 7 


tation of iſt. And the Reparation 1 18 OO '0- 8 


: I GC ASLEALLESE Is. = og nd gp en —:; rin oerne ta ee Eo, | 
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3 it, repented? ot afterwards, that Ju; 


as 


9 believed him not; hr the Palle andthe 


arlots believed. im.” And ye when Je bad 955 


95 hi 
# * > 24.0 
a ws 1 "3 8 * | * N 


believe 7, __— 

"And when rift fought to 2 chal thin 1 
4 his Doctrine, by telling them, That t hey F 
could. not ſerve God and Mammon, it is ſaid, 


Luke xvi. 14. That when the Phariſees who 
Were covetous, heard. theſe Things, they deri. 


ded him. But he inſtructed them in the next 
Verſe (if they would have received it) That f 
what ; is highly eſteemed amongſt men, is abo. 
mination in the fight of God. And enforc d 
this with the Example of the rich mam and 
Lazarus. And ſaid, chap. xviii. 25. That it 
was eaſier for 4 camel to 5 through the eye 
of a needle, . than for arich man to enter into 


the kingdom. of God. And chap. xiy. 31 


That whoſoever he be that forſaketh not 


"That he hath, he cannot be my diſciple. Now 


take this in the largeſt Senſe, Tha he who 


is. not ready and willing to for/ake all, as if 
he hated them, as Chriſt ſaid ver. 26. a. 
ny man come to me, and hate not his father 


and mother, &c. (that is, when they come in 
Competition with any Command of Chreft) 
and take not his croſs and follow me, he Can- 


not be my diſciple. How few Diſciples wou d 
he have had in this Age}*Won'd alt his Mi- 


racles perſuade ſome to this! The World 18 
too hard for Heaven with moſt Menn 
Here is the Cauſe of Infidelity. The Loye 


.of f the World, the Luſt of the Fleſh the Luſt 


> ns 
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But this too is of God. 


Wiſdom to thoſe who ask it, and lead a goa 


Lis Therefote 4 and you ſhall have, ſeee nk 
and you ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opens © 
ed unto you. But do it ardently and inge: 
ſantly, as he that Axivorh for his Sub rx 
God is gracious and merciful, bY pena os | gy x Il 
and of great Goodneſs ;/ and thoſe who come 7 


oy him in Sincerity he will in no ways caſt 
Therefore pray in Faith nothing doubt. 
And what you pray for (according to 
his With believe that 70 receive s and you 


my receive in. „ 5 8 2 5 8 XS + * 78 po 1 
To his Grace L . vou. SANE. 


"_—_— And with the Fulneſs of the Genie, 
O! that it would pleaſe God to take the Veil 


off the Heart of the Fews, and let tienen 
ſee that as they have been deceived by maux 55 


falſe Meſſia hs ſince Chriſt came; ſo none 
whom they expect hereafter can anſwer the 


Prophecies of the Maſſſab, (ſome of which 55 
have name d) and therefore no ſuch can be the. 
Meſſiah who is e SE in * own _ 


Lerne Sg 


0 3 8 PE l 5 7 e hp 2 7 Ki e n 2 1 
wt 5 8 £15 ap ; "rs LO a WY 5 ES 8 8 * . - = = 
* r " im K 
7 FR. * N B 
. 
„ 
\ 
* 
; 
7 i 


of te < Dow and the Pride of Like; NG te 
Heart, and like Shutters keep out the Lans „ 2 
of Heaven; till they ate removed, the Light. 71 oY 
cannot enter. The Spirit of Purity and Hol. 
neſs will not deſcend into an Heart full of all . 
Uncleanneſs. If we would invite this Gueſt , 
we muſt ſweep the Houſe and make it clean. { 35 
make a clean Heart and renew 4 right Sp e 
within us. But he has promiſed to ge his 
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I lee he un 


5 9 — Stove upon N elves, 
4 #5: and; an our children, has 
cleaved unto! them, beyond all their Orme bp 
Sins, and even repcated Idolatry, from which 
(to ſhe that this is not the Cauſe! of their 
preſent Diſperſion) they: have kept themſelves 
free ever ſince ; and for which their longeſt 
Captivity was but ſeventy Years, and then Pro- 
phets were ſent to them, to comfort them 
_ _ aſſure them of a Reſtoration: but nor- 
they have been about ſeventeen hundred 
Years, diſperſed over all the Earth, . 
3 border or Proſpect of their Deliverancez 
That the whole World might take No, 
tice, of this before unparallel'd Judgment 
not known to any Nation that ever yet was 
5 the Face of the Earth! So puniſhed, and 
| preſerved for Judgment, and I hope, at laſt; 
L 5 a more wonderful Mercy! For if the ca. 
| Fg. of them be the — of the. 
orld _ ſhall the receiving of them be, lut 
ife from the Dead? For God hath: conclud- 8 
hs in Unbehef, that he have mercy 
ads ell. O the Depth of the Riches bath of 
the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God Hun un. 
ſearchable are his Tanna, and bis Ways 
| hf W ar! — "0 __ 7 — g 


